Or playing Tag on the bales of cotton that
Papa brought home from the gin to save
for a better price - that he rarely ever got.

Being with people and having fun. Notice
them on pictures. Mama and Papa gave
many nice dances for us.

Amo and Minnie Struve
from Abernathy, Texas -1965.
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£la Richter, (3
von Roeder, {6 & 13)
Richard von Roader.

& 10

}

Lois & Hezbert von Roeder, 4

Agnes & Jim Sorrslls,

{

T& 14

)

& 1) Blig & Clomens von Roeder,

{
Vena & Benno von Boeder, (8 & 15} Frieda & Bd Blurphy, (9 & 16} Blsa &

% & 12} Opal & Nolan




Frieda wrote this letter to Agnes in February 1919 from Sligo, Gaines County.
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County,

County Judge.

188

day of

Approved this the

i for the term 01'.-..-!/

Form C.—District.

OFFICE O

PRESIDENT BOARD OF TRUSTEES,

Sehool .z%f/w Distvict Fo.. 74 Oounty of |

| ﬁ;ﬁ/ Teras,

L
2
This ig to Certify, Tbat the Board of Trustees of Sshool stmc!a No...... f “ .Mmm_mmm.
County, Texns, have employed... ... % B e, : Lholding e et
grade Cortificate, to teach Public Frae School No._____ ; ...... in eald District, aceording to Jaw and the regulations of the Buper-

intendent of Public Instmctmn, sod in conformit.y with the ragula%was of the Ommty dJudgs and School Trustess of said Districs,

per month,  For puplis over or under schoissim age, tuition at ithe rete of ... W_I{‘m [,

: ,4’ i -
bas beon.agreed on by the Trustess. Tho semse shall be paid m.._..-.n,“;ﬁ_dfrl;;f.m@ ___________________________

Trugtees af

Sehool Disiric No.

PiseLonae. . oo,

Taxas,

Te;mher :

Novm.—Salarien sllowed by law:

1et Grade Certificats, not excesding $75 per month, tmd not exceeding $2. 50 per registered pupil within scholastic age.

ad " « o o S50 .« o Hoou " $2.00 L i 1t i 1

ad " i i o . $3D oo 4 .n % $1'53 u it u Y 0

¥ .

Thess galeries do nob apply to districts levying local school taxes,
such diakricts, 44

it

The law doss not prescribe maximum salaries in




Form C.—District.

CONTRACT
BETWERLN

Trustees of Sehool District No.../&.

For Sohool No... 25

Tescher.

TNoTe<-This contPact should Yo mede-out i wipleatessone
‘eopy o bo reteined by the President of the Board of Prustess, ©
one by the teachar, and one to be delivored to the Coanty Judge.
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1514
1515

HTH
15T

1518
1510

1520

152t
1622
1528
1524
1525

1528
1527

1 1528

1539
1680

| 1531

1532

1330
1588
1537
1638

JRL

ih4l
Lidl
1542
1543

1544

15445

1546
1547
1548
1549

1550
1551

Caroline fuife Sack /W

mar.: 17/8 1708 fentnont tubwig 5tegm 2nt, bon Roeber, Erbherr auf Koym
‘ {ift 1834 nady Amertfa ansgewandert) § SO/H 1847,

Bapan
Gia Dalesta Ditile fuife von Roeder . fuws, f BDL ¥ MWM gl

5“& 301)(111!1 Theobor Eubwig von Roeber, Ober-GrangHontrelenr 3u Bigler |
ux.: Oititie Ungufte Arnoldiue Ploeger (vergl. XXIX 12).

o vavan: B8, Stegismund Urnold Theobor von Roeber |

Gle Caroline Couife Chavlofie Augufte von Hoeber .
mar.: a) %10 1837 Tadwig Blebeeg + 1/7 1847
mee.; by 16M4 1850 Eunf Hleberg ju Anjin (Teras),

woan: @8, (I €y Dalesca Hofale leberg .

mar : &) 268/4 1854 Snjtav guugﬁmmmw it fﬁaineﬂon (Eegns) t 3511 1800
mat.: b) frang Bees jn Belloifle (Cegas) § 2871 186

oo B0 {I. Ehe} Eouife Canghanuner

mar 2?2;12 1873 Carl @ugslhing, ﬁnn?;gutsbefbm 3 Anflin {Tegas), Vacita,
tehe 1i, 2o, )

b, lﬁatte Langhamnwr . | !
mar.: 17/12 1888 §riedrid -@timme Ju “Belilte ((teras)
nopon: 40, Dalesfa Heinede o
4h. Laroline Demede
de. Friedeid) Deinece
4d. Buftav Beinede .

Ze. Fouis Ernft Langhaunmer, Profeffor su Brenﬁum {me;as)
ux.: 85 1881 Fuife Engeiling (veral, i, 2.

wovon: 42, Hofalie Canghammer
4h. Hleberg Langhamumer |
de, Dellie foulfe Qaugl)ammeL
3d. Caroline Sanghamnuer . . o e e e e e
e, (11 €he) pblhpp I}tos e e e e e e e e
2b. Caroline Hieherg .

g Hd fuiﬂmg RuboIpE; Wilhelm Georg phthpp pon Reeber
mar: 24112 1836 Huteinette van Donop,

© veven: B frany Joadim AUnton von ”ioeber, Butsbefir qu Yortiown (Toras)
nx.: &/11 1858 Jofephine Caroline Euife Ecfhardi.

vavon: B2 WUnlolnetic Emilie von Rosher .

mar.: 4/i1 1830 Hermann Eduord ﬁ}a!}!mamt, 5dm(3mm§ier be: De 10
Conly 3u Cuero (Lezas).

vavor: 42, Hermanu €hartes Joachint Dabimann
“4h. Jane €ouife Dahlmann .o
4e¢. Elfrida Hofalie Daflnann
4d. €ubwig Wiihelm Dabimany |
4e. IWiflie Edhardt Dahhmamy
4f Jeadim Sramy Dablmam
4g. Jofn Ceafar Dahlmam
4h. ntoinette Emilie Dahlmann
Bh. Jane Daouline von Roeder |

d¢. Wavy Cavolive vén Roeber |,
mar.: Frands Wiviland gsmdr, Elpotf]ehr Iu fuﬁmmm (u.e;as}

3d. Bermann Ceafar vo:t Rocder ju Horltown (Ecrus)
ux.: Jba Horth

bavon: 42, Robert von Rceber £ e e
4h. Francis 30&;75}“12 POl Rmber V e e e
Be. MWalhilde Lonife vorw Rooder | g

31 Wiihelm Lubwig vou Roeder ju Qortiown (&e;as}
ux.: £onife Dienu, .

saven: 40, Antoinetfe von Koeber . . .
4b. fricdridy Wilhelm von Koeber . .

‘

5/3 1782 /7 1858

8111 1801 | /12 1884
23/4 18027 1613 1834

19/7 18321 16/3 1860
1617 1864 62 1879

8/9 1836 8/3 1802
6/6 1855

1/11 1866

1013 1887

1/1 18885
8/12 1880
20/2 1804
29/3 1858

- 6/ 1883
7/0 1884
2110 1888 ©
7{6 1869 13/6 1891
233 1881
?
T 4/2 1B0G{1B{10 1839

Gf11 18365 -0
38/8 1859

27/8 1881
20/10 1882
27/9 1884
8/10 1888
24/2 1891
10/8 1845
2879 1897
17/10 1899
16{8 1862
13/8 1866

8110 1868

711 1801
610 1898
5i4 1872
113 1874

19/2 1898
B/11 1889
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11552 , - 3g Eudwiy Hobeef von Roeder, stud med. ., . . . .| 30/ 1876
{1638 . Bb. fouife Eleovore wou Roeber . . . . . . . . . . . . |aniis1s
11554 . Bi. Rubolf Joadint von Roeber | 12/12 1882
11605 f§1e, Cadl Sudwig Socrates von Rowder Grandmelhers First husband LC‘W%&‘W}%«%{EG 1806 | 19/7 1840
H aX.0 21}0 1837 Caroline Emfl, wiedeeverbeirathet mit 1. {» N A a
| K566 davon: L. &om{e ECarclitte von Roeder 3u Chappel Bill {Tepas) Fras vf o ool ;"-j.,, S 14/} 1838
H mar : 1943 31856 Carl MWanbi fn Sowingten (Tepas) + Iilii 1&61 Q P L e r
:11057 swoony 32 Carl Jultus Wwadt . . . . . L o 067 1857
111658 #b. Cavoline 2Wlarie Moedt . . | Coe o .. |20/12 1868
; mar.: 46 1880 Qito Ging, 1fm|fm<1m| u l”ufznz (ﬁ.‘em:} :
£11569 vaven: 48, Uhma Amalte Bhg . . . . | ., e §/1 1885
111560 4b. Wlwine Futfe Wing . . . . . . . . . . . . |8/01888
1561 : de Jufie DHifle Bing . . . . . . . . . .. . . lenaisse
D562 1L gnebnc{? Uswole Dito Lubwig vow Hoeder . . . . . . . . . . . lazf101807 2/7 1878
i ux @) Paunline pon Tenop + 1835 -
: + by §41 1B nmn:thneteflul:pp fzthmaub Sad (veral. HXVII 10}, geborens Hbclplame Auanfie
: ﬁ'.hccbore Ploeger {pevgt CIX byt 1
11543 saron: 20. {f. Ehe) Rubwig Toadim wvon Rocbq su Norfrows (Tegasy . . ., . . . . 13/4 1836
{16 2h. {1 ) Cavoltne Untonie von Roeder . | 20/10 1845 (30/11 1898
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1| 1867 de. Rawdolph Quelis” . .. . .. . 0 a8
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H 1570 wavon: A, 33)(1 Cuetls ., - .. 2,’” 1869
; Thar.: 410 1988 Robert €. @ﬂlnﬁhms su Mradet Kmﬂev Ty uiems)
§|1571 aavon: 48, Caroline Aunfonia Ballantyne ., . . . . . |, | ¥ .
11672 4h. Roberts Balfantyne . . . . . . .. . . . . lizmises
11578 2d, rwold fubwig von Roeder | . . .. . . L 0 . 00 20/8 1845
1574 Ze. BGeorg Do von Reeder . ¢ . . . . 1 29/6 iB50G| 8J3 1893
ux,; 912 1878 €wmilie Hiiller, . . .
111575 sqon; B8, Sawmmel vow Roeder . . . ., . L . . . . . . . . 13181878
$1676 8b. Fredevic vow Roeder . . . . . . . . . . |18 188
1577 Be. Wilhelm von Roeder . . . . ., . . . |ijsiss
511578 8d. Einma von Hoeder . | < e e o oL 1821888
;1579 de. @eorgina von l{zfebcr C o oo . iasisiase
i1 1880 21 Dtto pon Hoeber . | S e e e oL oL 192321852 13/4 1888
. . wx.: 18/1) 1877 Mary b mllfer ]
BT T saven: B3, Diga von Rocder , . . B IS Y (R XL
‘ ‘ mar.: 110 1896 §rap; ven ﬁagm 3,1: “]fuf‘zuu (ftuas) T
15828 tg. Sreicbridy AUnton Joadim Cubwig. von Bozber Mr’g-;«m, %26[20 1808 27 1884
: lﬁtﬁjg ih. fram Scrbmm[b Ultbred)t Sudvty von, Roeber' d—ﬁ'»““ﬂ LCAYNS In 3 7 BHTIBLLE 116 1857
R 6/8 1841 verwithvete Carl Ludbwig Sorvates von Reeder, geborene Ga rohr:e Eraft (vergt, Tl REF
EREi L paven: 2. Hofalie pon Roeber ju Meypetsville, Dewitt Ciy, (Tepas) 7B nT e Rsfachan . 28/5 1842 A7y,
1685 Eeemert Bh, Subwig Auguft von Roeker fird im lriege . . Se .. 1 BOf3IB44] PPTHBY
111580 2c. Johamna Elara vou Roeder Tante H. a‘n‘i’\&%\&‘ﬂ . ... . 1206/31845
1 mar,: 23/11 1885 Ehr. £ Greffer 4 St Mntario (fCepas), Wittmer ad 2@ ’ 94
MY g@,%m 2. Hermann 'fuebrtd) Uibrecht von Roeder, Butsbefifier su fodhart {Tenas e itha o 14 18454=rf T 2
: : ux.: 236 1878 Emilie Ollendors, geb. 96/8' 1857 215 %
t{1o88 raven: 0. Bidhard Dsfor von [Keeber, Kcm[rnmm w fodhart (Teyasy . . ., . . 19/4 1877
k ax.: 1/1 1898 Helene Srida Boe[u[ .
118y ' waven: 48, Ianfret Bramond von Rcebﬂ e e .. ... {181t ssR
T 1080 3b. Benno Bilbert von Roeber, Habett , . . o ... .. | 23/81880
RELEY 3e. Reefe James Arne von Roebee . . . . . . . . . . . . |25/81882
[j1oee ‘ 8d. €lia Pauting ven Roebee . . .- . . . . . |80/ 1884
; 1593 #e. Jiba Cavoline won Roeder . . ., . . . . . . . . . . 16/% 1886
ij1094 3 Clomens Welfon vowy Hoeder'. . . . ... ., . lig/121888
1115695 8g. Jrida @ivige von Roeber . . . . .. . . . . L . lagrisos
111646 _ 3h. Berbert Spencer von Roeder . . . . . . . . . . 14/2 1883
§ : '




. : : @Cag und Jahr
i o ;{@%} ﬁ gjﬁ -
: @ESE gﬁg?’ £ %iﬁgg’ der (‘Eeburtlbes Tobes
H1sa7 31. Ugnes Milhelmine von Roeder . 1(_{}:—“597
1598 3k, Yiobing Carl von Roeder . Cooo o e 0L B0/10 1809 | BE&-TEL
111509 He, Steg.s:mmb Dtto voun Roeder g Chappell Hil, wum er_w. ({@ezas} W ngl e 5'aq‘nuwi 9/3 1848
H ax,: 11/4 18p4 ’l[bcrhne.‘fush aeh. 12/ 1874,
L1600 sasen: 3a. Bruno Herbert von Roeeber. | 21/4 1884
1601 8b. Urthur Huge pon Roeber . ! 110 1897
L1602 Be Sriebridy Withelm vou, Hoeber 1/8 1899
~ 1408 21 lbredst Withelm von Hoeber im TYTa\gcrsm(ie, Dewitf Ew (Ee;as) 237 1849
“His04 2g. Caroline Emilie von Roeder Aurt Lina Gresspy | | 14/4 1851 18/5 1880
mar.: 78 1869 Lheifion Febinaud Heindd @veffer @a!veﬁcﬁ (Tegas),

1805 “bawon: Bu, Betnvidy Greffer e ‘20/8 1871
1608 8b, Dauline Sreffer . | 14/10 1872
mar.: 26/1 1895 fraug " @m‘rzn 3u f‘;ouﬁor! {Ecgas)

1507 Se. Frig Breffer s e o 16/10 1874
oS 4. UL Brefler 1/8 1878
1504 Be. Rubolph Grefler . . 23/8 1878
810 @ig Dhilippine Sophie Carolive Suffe Rafafie von Rnebet Ai—bh”t EpS;B i‘f L&b f3f' .1 B0/7 1813
H sy 18 Robevd Bleberg, gnerlt O L Geriisreferenbar g Bredenborn, 1834 ausgeandert hazf;
i Asmevita, ot Chief ustice su Hievevsoifie nad Norttonm geb, 10/9 1803 + 30710 1888,
Hisn vanin: 28, Clara Slegisnumbe Hicherg , 98/11 1835
5 mar.: 27/1 1883 ﬁcn:rn{} Hikfebrandy, Qmierm wib ﬁd;mjmeifm 31; Sax ‘ansisru {Eaii’
: formien) -}* 241 1 . :
ST baven: Ha. (Earolme Souife Hofafie] Ljﬂlebranb 4]1 1854
: mar.: 49 1872 Kanfany Ednard @ai}feib
11613 bovor: 40 Clavence Hehivich Bohfeld 8/6 1873
H1614 4h. Eduard Holfeld . 9/5 1875
{1615 4e. Rofa Dobfels st
Hic16 4d. Sitia Bty | SV 713 1877
21617 de. MWeslen Itewgomb Hobfeld | 1R/8 1878
;{1618 b, Coutfe Daufine Bllebrand . o 176 1861
. mar,: 20/6 1887 Lenry A, Hrana, tﬁuisbz&ger . Twylod, Stawisfans Ciy,
: {Eahfomlen) . )
HEaL dc. frawy Jofeph Hillebrand | 1/ 1866
1620 &b, G:mohne fouife IHleberg , . 158/1 1840
: ay,; 1410 1858 Cindg, ‘%buf G‘ﬁ:lmam 3%1 i}nrftomu Dcmxti L_i‘{ (Eegas) g‘b 37/3 1836
! | 2872 1867,
Hi6sl Bavon: B :Sciymmu Elava Q'ffi’ hathf . . . 26110 1859
i mar.; 80/4 1867 Dr. 3. 3, Sithinfon 311 l’)crriomu ’Cegas} -? .‘38,"?“ 2891
Hlbun vavery da, Elifabetly Ylelfon Uibinion e 9/8 1888
Tinas dh. Betene Fouife, Uttinfon E/11 1889
T4 4e. Jolm "Sofepb Ultinfon 14/8 1891
111625 8h. .?)HO Subinlg Edhardt 3 Dorftomn (ﬁ:qas) 28/5 1861
: ux.: Juej HWalioce Bladwell,
162G tecon: 48, John Hobert Edhavdt . 2216 1884
rl1gev 4b. £ina Rofa ETharbt . . 20/8 1886
11628 de. Robert Chrifian Edbartt - 156/4 1888
sjl028 4d. Saval Bell Edhardi _ 18/1 1880
{1830 4g, 5omi} Eouife Edhardt . -, 2/9 1845
HELEY 4% Fney Ditilfie Edhardt 1710 1897
11638 Se, Mlhelm Rudolph Edhordt, Dr. wed. 3u Houfen {({egns} 1519 1865
ux.: 304 1890 his Dee Henk.
111633 sooon: 8. Francis Jrewe €dhardt . 18/3 1891
Hiead 4b. Wilhelm Rudolph Fcthasdt . . 3/12 1899
figss 4. Caxl Hiebovg Edhardi ‘ 3/2 1895
111688 4d. Clarence Hent Edhardt . 17/% 1897
ST 34. Belene Emifie Edhardt . . 181 1868
mar.: 251 1869 ﬁ;lgaries 3reben€ ﬁoﬁ‘, 11.’mifma’im _,u Euefol: {‘lrlsann}
RG] e Z\nf}eti Joachtn @dhardl, Hanfimann ju Taylor (Lezas) /11 1868
D 8J6 1802 Uzubah Jofephine Niamford,
fliase vaven: 48 Doroihy Edbarst . 1/10 1898
Hgen Bf €ina Mathilde Efhardi | . 19 1871
mar.: 86 1808 R, D gssmﬁwmqg, Hnnfmmm 3\1 San Martes {i‘iega~)
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Following are papers provided by Earline Griffin, 2 distant cousin.
Fritz Ernst wrote to relatives in Germany about this gloricus Country.

The other was written by Caroline Ernst when she was young.
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FRIEDRICH ERNST®S LETTER TO GERMANYl

From & plantation on MLL1l Creek in Austin®s Colony in the state
af Texas in the New Mexlco.

My letter as well as the travel report which I sent to my
brother-in~law immediately after my arrival in New York, and
which contained everything that I felt necegsary to say, will
have been communicated to you in accordance with my request.

A%t that time I could noet say anything sbout America, but now

that I have lived in thie part of the world for over two years,
and wherse I have traveled over 1400 miles during that time, I

can communicate to you a2t least that which must be of very
special use for the jmmigrant. This sheet of notepaper does

not allow me to write more and for this reason I will have to

be briefs therefore, without further ado, I'11 come to the point.
T only want to mention briefly hers that we traveled by way of
Munster, Wesel, Mastricht, Brussels, Ostend, Dunkirk, Abbeville,
and Dieppe to Harve de Grace and from there, on a mall ship, we
crossed the Atlantic Ocean in four weeks to New York and arrived
3t this immense city with its 200,000 inhabitants. The Unlted
States, in the northern part, however, does not offer the former
advantages to the immigrant. We found the winter here to be just
as severe as in Germany, and so we declided to go further scuth. Thus
we embarked in February and went on & brig to New Orleans. Although
the winter was severe when we left from New York, four days aflter
our departure mild spring breszes were blowing already, and three
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days later, between Cuba and Florida, we had regulsr summer
weather just as during the entire voyage of 1000 nautical miles
across that part of the ocean and across the Bahama Bay inte
the Gull of Mexico up to the mouth of the Mississippi River.
Our brig was towed the 120 miles up to New Orleans by a steamship
which already had two brigs and one schooner in tow. In New
Orleans we received favorable news about Texas and Austin's colony
that was located there; so we embarked on a schooner of 37 tons
that had already over 100 persons on board and landed after a
voyage of 8 days at Harrisburg in this colony. Each immigrant
who wants to farm receives one league of land if he comes with
a wife or a family; or a single person recelives a quarter of a
league; sons over fourteen years of age have equal rights for
obtaining land. It takes one hour to walk the length of a ‘
league and it is just as wide; you have to pay $160, in fees
for surveying and registration costs; you have Lo take the
citizenship oath; and after one year you are a free citizen

0of the free United States of Mexico. As Europeans, who are
welcomed with preference, we received in such manner a good
league of land and settled here from where I am writing this
letter. The state of Texas, of which our colony makes up
almost 1/6 part, lies in the south on the Gulf of Mexico
between latitude 27 and 31 north. Supporters of Napoleon

had formerly settled in this area. The Trinity, Brazos and
Colorado rivers stream through Austin’s colony which contains
the capital of St. Felipe de Austin and the places of
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Harrisburg, Brazoria and Matagorda. You can sail in three or
four days to Tampicoe and Veracruz. The land is hilly and woods
interchange with natural grassy plains. They are resplendent
with the most beautiful flowers and blossoms, like, for instance,
the magnoelia. The meadows have the most abundant growth of grasss
I could have sold several thousand loads of hay if there had beeﬁ
gustomers for it; but instead of mowing, the grass is burnt off
in late summer. The ground is so rich, that it never needs
fertilizer. The climate ig like that of lower Italy: of course,
An the summer, it is warmer than in Germany bscause the sun
stands almost right above our heads, but it is not at all as hot
as you might think because a constant fresh east wind cools the
airs also there is not much to do during the summer, and you go
about dressed Lightly in white cotton trousers and a little
jacket. HNow, in the winter, the weather is usually like that

in Germany during the fourteen spring days in March. Until now
we have had ice only twice along with strong northwest winds,
but, the sun melted the ice right away. In an entire month,

the weather prevents work in the fields only for a couple of
days; there is always calm sir and sunshine; you see bees and
butterflies the entire year round, birds sing in the shrubs that
remain partially green, and the cattle, on their own, look for
their food in the winter as well as in summer. The cows give
birth without assistance and, in the evenings, they come to the
house in order to suckle their calves which are keﬁt during the
day in & place closed off with wooden rails. This way the cows
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are made to return to the house. The calves are never slaughtered.
One cow with a calf costs ten dollars. One dollar has 100 cents,
thus the cent is approximately equal to the Groten of Oldenburg.
Horses cost 2z bit more and are used only for riding. Everybody
rides horses, the men as well as the women. We use oxen for
hauling and tilling. There are colonists here whe own more than
700 head of cattle. Their increase is really extraordinary and
young cows at the age of 1 3/4 vears glready give birth to calves.
Pigs multiply in such an astonishing way, that from six to start
with, you get 100 the following year; they, teo, cost ne mainten-
ance, because they find plenty of food in the forest and only
once in a while receive some kernels of corn in order to get
them used to the house. At that, pork sells at a good price,
four dellars for 100 pounds. A local immigrant bought six séws
twe years ago; from breeding them he now has sold 80 fat pigs,
each one weighing over 200 pounds. In general, all of the pro-
ducts of my fellow countrymen sre selling at a good price, much
to their great advantage. The corn, that is, the Turkish wheat,
costs 75 cents to 1 dollar per bushel and iz as good ag cash,
which, by the way, is seldom circulated, because everything is
done by trading. On one acre of good land, thirty to forty
bushels of corn grow, for which the seed kernels can be put out
by children. The fields are fenced in by split wooden rails,

o that the cattle, which run about freely, do not ruin anything.
The products which are raised here arvre sugar cane, coitton of the

best quality, tobacco, rice, indigo, the latter grows wild
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around here, corn,paitatas or sweet potatoes, melons of special
quality, watermelons, pumpkins, wheat, rye, a number of herbs

and vegetables, peaches in large amounts; furthermore, the
following are growing wild around here in the forest: mulberries,
several varieties of walnuts, persimmons as sweet a8 honey--grapes
in large amounts, but not of special fiaver. You can fraguently
find honey in hollow tree trunks, where swarms of bees settle:
birds of all Kinds from pelicans to humningbirds; and game, such
ag stags, bears, raccoons, possums, wild turkeys, geese, ducks
cand partridges. The latter are as big as chickens and are abun~
dant {these are actually our grey pheasants}: From our house,
egpaclially, we can watch herds of game grazing everyday. AL
that, there iz free hunting everywhers: the fish are very tasty,
5ﬁmegaf them forty pounds in weight. Also, wild horses and foxes
rogmn around in herds, the former can be caught as feals and can
e tamed. There are, however, alsc wolves here, but of such &
weall kind that they flee from my smaliest children. Genersally,
ne beast of prey is dangerous, although, at times, you can also
cateh sight of a panther or leopard. And I have wandered around
alone for entire days in the deepest thicket that a man ever
stepped into, without ever catching sight of such an animal. On
the other hand, the spoils of the hunt are always plentiful and
furnish us with the most delicious roasts. The meadows are
decorated with the most beautiful and splendid flowers, which in
Germany can be grown only in a hothouse and some of which I had
never seen before. And I was ashamed to sow the flower seeds

58



that I had brought with me in a place where the carpet of the
meadows presents an uninterrupted show of flowers. There are
alsc many kinds of snakes here, among them the rattle snake,
geveral of which I have killed; that 1ittle attention is paid

to them, however, is proven by the fact that many & hunter or
herdsman walks barefoot through the high grass or brush in the
summer without even thinking about snakes. Anyway. everybody
knows of medicines against the bite of such animals; thres

times [ have seen persons that were bitten without dying from

it. It is easy to understand that the inhabitants cannot-live
close together given the large properties; my next deoor neighbor.
however, lives only ten minutes away because both of us established
ourselves close to our property line. One league of land contalins
bhlily acres or one Morgen, consisting of hills and valleys, |
forests and meadows, crossed by small brooksy and due to seversl
settlements in one place, the value of the land has risen in
price so that an acre is already selling for one dollar. The
constitution of the country is as liberal as that of the United
States of North America and political quarrels are unknown to us
here. But we learn about every event in the world by way of a
newspaper which is published regularly in San Antonio on the

Rie del Norte; You learn the English language gquickly, my wife
and I and especially the children, can handle it guite well
already, and I read the newspaper as easily as the German one.
Although the introduction of slaves is forbidden, the holding

of them is quietly tolerated because there would be a lack of
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laborers, since it is o easy to obtain food. The laborers
earn seventy five cents to one dollar and meals daily. All
clothing and footgear cost a lot of meney, therefore almost
everybody makes his own; in general, everybody lives alone by
himself in the free air so that he has little need for cash.

I am thus really happy to see my wishes fulfilled finally and
to be able to do everything myself the way I like. Everybody
builds himself a house, either alone or with the help of his
neighbors. Not much effort is expended on its beauty, rather
it is bullt of dresged tree %runks. With the help of Fritz

who already fells trees of two feet diameter T have built mine
in the style of my former summer house in Oldenburg, but
larger. The regular work in the free air has made me healthier
and‘strenger than I ever was in Germany; my wife, alsoc, is
blooming like a rose, as are alsc the children. My Hermann is
growing remarkably and is turning into a regular Mexican; they
all have their farm chores: Lina already milks her three cows,
Fritz and Louis help me with the plantation, the little ones
look after other work, such as the planting and collecting of
cotton which is extremely easy because it grows like weeds. We
bake daily fresh corn bread, in a big iron pot with a fireproof
1id and it tastes like the finest ricecake. The gcorn is of
much finer quality than in Germany; I pound it myself in a
simple way and it not only furnishes flour but also shelled
groats, like rice. The meat, from each animal, is much tastier
than in Germany and we eat it for breakfast in the norning as
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well as reoasted at noon and in the evening. There are mosquitoes
here just as in all warm environments, but whoever gets stung by
mosquitoes in the swamps in Germany experiences this American
plague worse over there than here. They are more numerous at
the coast; since we live about 100 miles inland, where it is
more hilly and airy we experience little of that. Generallyv, I
cannot think of any misfobtune, only the long distance separating
me from my friends; could I, by magic, transport them over here,
then I would be in Eden already on earth. From the above acey-
rate description, you can see what advantgges our countryman has
here in comparison to the one over there:; liberal constitution
and s¢ far no taxes and later on only an insignificant communal
tax, easy breeding of cattle, barely three months of real work,
ne fertilizing of the fields, no collecting of fodder for tﬁe
winter time, no need for money, easy fabrication of the houses
and clothing, and free hunting and a lot of game, everywhere
 freedom of religion, 21l of this along with the best market for
products, makes him happy and in a few years well-to-do, which
all those prove who have been here four to six years. TFarther
inland, on the rivers, there are beautiful areas and much

silver has been found there; that only depends on displacing

an Indian tribe which fends off individual visitors. Several
Indian tribes roam about peacefully like the Cossacks and hunt
stags from which they sell the skins. Should one of you, my
friends, or anybody else, decide after reading this letter, to
enjoy an undisturbed freedom here and to look forward to a
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rather comfortable future instead of waiting so long that his
few belongings disappear completely, leaving him without means
for the passage. 1 will provide the following advice for the
trip. Get a place in the held of a ship going from the Weser
to Mew Orleans. I do not know the exact price but it cannot be
more than forty five dollars per person, because, otherwise it
would be prefereable to go to New York {(which costs thirty five
dollars and from there to New Orleans ten dellars, belongings
go free). From New Orleans to Texas (Harrisburg) ten dollars.
Belongings have to be paid separately. Families need to try to |
make a deal together, children generally pay half price. You
have %o bdy your own food. The trip to New Orleans can take
place, with favorable wind, in five to six weeks and from there
to Harrisburg in four days. You need to embark in such a way
that you do not arrive in New Orleans between July and QOctober
because then yellow fever rages there. Affer you arrive in
 Harrisburg rent a cart te St. Felipe, where you need o register
with the land office. The safest way is to underitake the trip
with several others, one of whom understands a little of the
English language or who has learned it before his departure.
You have to help each other, and if you only bring enough money
to be able to pay for the first, most urgent purchases, then,
whatever one person advances, can be repaid soon. Thus, the
father of a family has to consider that the league of land
which he receives is like an earldom, and has the vélue of six
to elght thousand dollars. at which price it has already
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frequently been sold. Phe expenses for thé land, by the way,

do not have to be paid immediamtely, and mENnY & person pays them
off in cattle that he breeds. For the moment I have enough room
on my property for my friends and other acquainied countrymen
until they see fit %o look for 2 vacant league which does not
happen so fasts; Colonel Austin promised just recently, however,
that eventual Cerman srrivels will be placed with preference.
Whoever ig not married should bring with him & woman who is not
gttached to oubtward appesrance and fashion. You, my desr $.,
have already experienced many adversities in the world which
should let you want to discard all of the memories of them.

Thus, if you can make it possible, do not tarry a momeht to come
over with your family; your brother Hermann, also, who knows
agriculture from scrateh, would zoon be in his true element ﬁeraa
For professionals, howsver, & mpecial future doss not yet exist.
Bring slong your sister, young women egpecially can find thelr
good fortune over here. All of you, whom I called friends in the
past, come, nobody will lose from the exchange. I am growing
fruits and am building & house next summer for eventual arrivals;
I am hoping soon to enjoy watching my friends make use of them;
how happy I would consider mymelf. I am not expecting an answer
to this letter. The communication from here is too difficulsd and
unﬁértains come yourseli end bring me letiers from thoss remaining
behinds this would be the greatest Joy for me. After you have
arrived in St. Felipe, ask for Friedrich Ernet on Mill Creek and
you will find me; it iz thirty miles from there. From Harrisburg
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to St. Felipe it is fifty six miles. You do not need passports
anywhere. My wife asks yours not to shy away from the voyage;
in the beginning she had such a fear that she did not want to
go aboard, but now, since she has made fwa voyages with me, she
would certainly travel with me around the world. Further, with
the exception of a few storms, we have never had a single mig-
fortune and have hardly been seasick. Our hopes are set on
next August when possibly somebody from over there can arrive
and we will imagine finding dear friends in each arriving
vehicle. Although the ocean and unexpected bitter events are
separating us, I have never ceased 4o think of you friends with
emotion, and daily I remember you, and daily you live in my
heart. |

Your

Fritz.
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GARDEN CROPS AND PRODUCE

AS soon és the Ernsts arrived in Texas and gained possesgion
of the land grant, Ernst began immeéiately to till the soil and
plant crops. It was very hard work as he did not have any imple-
ments except a hoe. He cleared two to three acres of land with
a hoe, with occasionally & neighbor lending him a team of oxen.

It was three years before he could afford & yoke of oxen of his

QWI"Jcl

The earth was fertile, virgin goil., There was an sbundance
of water, and the climate afforded long growing seasons. The
Ernst family had to sei to work Yo plant and grow their food.

At first the Ernsts had only corn or game as thelr main
diet. Caroline Ernst related that the family had nothing to eat
but corn bread until they were able 1o raise cow peas. On one

occasion, Mr. Ernst gave & thick woolen mantle in exchange for

20 bushels of corn, it wae repor%edwz At first the only crop

that could be sold was tobacco, or the manufactured cigars. Later

cotton was a crop that would bring in a return, whether in money
or merchandise. Wild game was abundant, and the main staple of
corn, wild game, and other garden produce, as well as milk and
butter made the meals more enjoyable.

Corn was brought to Texas in the 1820's. It was a new food
to the Europeans. It was grown by the settlers and é&cn‘became

their basic food. It was readily grown by the Ernsts and bascame

a mainstay of their diet. Cotton became the exchange crop
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that the settlers could barter for other necessities. As early
as 1828, 500 bvales were exported from the lower Brazos River |
areéa3 it was one of the main crops at Ernst’s farm in Industry
and was planted in the second year of settlement by the Germans
at Cat Spring in the summer Gf 1835ek
Frederick Law Olmsted noted in the mid 1850°s that all

German farmers near San Felipe culiivated cotton. Tobacco was
grown in the 1830's by Ernst and other Cermansz at Cat Spring.
They made cigars and sold them in San Felipe and Houston. By
1850 one third of the Germans were growing ﬁobaécd;5

'Potatoesw particularly sweet potatoes, were grown by the
Germans. They llked to eat them baked. White potatoes were also
grown in Austin County. In later years, the German agricultural
socie%y at Cat Spring promoted the growth of the white potatoes
among its members=6 Sorghum cultivation was alsoc a crop for the
source of molasses as well as a fodder crop.

- The Ernsts soon after their errival ia Texas traded 1/4 of
& league of land for 10 to 12 cows gso that they could have milk
and buttere? Too, they were able, then, to ralse some of their
own cattle. By 1840, the Germans all were raising hogs and
poultry. '

In the article that Ernst wrote to the vexas Telegravh and

Register, April 30, 1845, he refers to the growing of vegetable
plants such as red beets, egg plants, cabbage, lettgce@ and
sweet potatoes in his vegetable g&rdenag Caroline had reported
in her account that her father was able later to grow a fine
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vegetable garden. Visitors to Industry weres impressed with
the garden produce as well as the cotion and tobacco that was
grown, but the first years were difficult.

Ernst also had a good orchard of fruit trees particularly

peaches and figs. In Memoirs of a Texas Pioneer Grandmother,

Ottilie Fuchs Goeth stated that Mr. Ernst sent her family some
fig trees which grew well and provided the family with figsﬁg
The forests were filled with mulberries, persimmons, and ET8pes.

Samuel Wood Geiser sald that Friedrich Ernst was the first
able botanist and horticulturist of the Colony of Texas. 0
Having worked in the gardens of the Duke of Oldenburg, he was
able to put into use many of the skills learned there. He
tacked good equipment st first, but later better tools were
uged. He also learned to adapt to the different climate a§d
seasong. His tobacco crops of Havana tobacco were noted for
the lush plants with large leaves. (See Tobaceo Production).

Friedrich W. von Wrede in his sketches of Texas stafed
that his son had learned to make cigars.from a friendly
Mexican. The property he owned was well suited for tobacco,
and a business could be established. He said he had seen a
gratifying example éf that at Ernst's f&rmall

Thus from the soil, Ernst was able to cultivate the land
with the help of his family and produce the needed crops to
feed them and to produce some crops that he could sell or trade
on the market, one of the most important challenges of the ﬁew

land.
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LIFE OF GERMAN PIONEERS IN EARLY TEXAS

Caroline Von Hinuehsr

When my father came to Texas, I was a child of eleven
or twelve years. My father’'s name was Friedrich Ernst. He
was by profession a bookkeeper, and emigrated from the duchy
of Oldenburg. Shortly after landing in New York he fell in
with Mr. Fordtran, a tanner and a couniryman of his. A book
by & Mr. Duden, setting forth the advantages of the new
State of Missourl, had come into their hands, and they .
determined to mettle in that state. While in New Orleans,
they heard that every settler who came to Texas with his
family would receive a league and labor of land from the
Mexican government. This information induced them %o
abanddn their first intention.

We set sail for Texas in the schooner Saltillo, Captain
Haskin®s. Just as we were ready to start, a flatboat - with a
party of Kentucklans and their dogs was hiitched on to our
Vesse% the Kentuckians coming aboard and leaving their dogs
behind on the flat beat. The poor animals met a griévous
fate. Whenever the wind arcse and the waves swept over the
boat, they would howl and whine most piteously. One night
the line parted, and we never saw them agzin.

We were almost as uncomfortable as the dogs. The boat
was jammed with passengers and their luggage so that vou could

hardly find = place on the floor to lie down at night. I
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firmly believe that a strong wind would have drowned us all.
In the bayou, the schooner often grounded, and the men had %o
take the anchor on shore and pull her off. We landed at
Harrisburg, which consisted at that time of about five or
six log houses, on the 3rd of April, 1831. Captain Harris had
a sawmill, and there was a store or two, I believe. Here we
remained five weeks, while Fordtran went ahead of us and
entered a league where now stands the town of Industry. While
on our way to our new home, we stayed in San Felipe for several
days .at Whiteside Tavern. The courthouse was about a mile out
of town, and here R. M. Williamson, who was the alecalde, had |
his office. I saw him several times while I was here, and
remember how I wondered at his crutch and wooden leg. S. F,
Austin was in Mexico at the time, and Sam Williams, his pri%ate
secretary, gave my father a title to land which he hsad originally
picked out for himself. My father had to kiss the Bible and
promise, as soon. as the priest should arrive, to become a
Catholic. People were married by the alecalde, also, on the
promise that they would have themselves reunited on the arrival
of the priest. But no one ever became a Catholic, though the
priest, Father Muldoon, arrived promptly. The people of San
Felipe made him drunk and sent him back home.

My father was the first German tc come to Texas with his
family. Hertzner, a tailor, and Grassmeyer, a young German,
at Matagorda both unmarried, were in Texas when my father came.

There was also a Pennsylvanian, whon they called Dutch Henry,
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and a Dr. Adolph V. Zornow, had traveled +through Texas but
did not stay long. My father wrote a letter to a friend, a
Mr. Schwarz, in Oldsnburg which was published in the local
paper. This brought a number of Oldenburgers and Munster-
landers, with their families to Texas in 1834,

After we had lived on Forditran’s place for six months,
we moved into our own house. This was a migerable little
hut, covered with straw and having six sides, which were
made out of moss. The roof was by no means water proof, and
we often held an umbrella over our bed when it rained at
night, while the cows came and ate the moss. Of course, we
suffered a great deal in the winter. My father had tried to
build a chimney and fireplace out of logs and clay, but we were
afraid to Light a fire because of the extreme combustibility
of our dwelling. So we had to shiver. Our shoes gave out,

and we had to go barefoot in winter, for we did not know how

to make moccasins. Our supply of clothes was also insufficient, .

and we had no spinning wheel, nor did we know how to spin and
waave like the Americanss It was twenty eight miles to San
Felipe, and, besides we had no money. When we could buy things,
my first calico dress cost 50¢ per yard. No one can imagine
what a degree of want there was of the merest necessities of
iife, and it is difficult for me now to understand how we
managed to live and get along under the circumstances. Yet

we did so in someway. We were really better supplied than our
naighbors with household and farm utensils, but they knew
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better how to help themselves. Sutherland used his razor Tor
cutting kindling, killing pigs, and cutting leather for mocesm-
sins. My mother was once called %o 2 neighbor's house, five
miles from us; because one of the little children was very sick.
My mother slept on a deer skin, without a pillow., on the floor.
In the morning. the lady of the house poured water over my
mother s hands and told her to dry her face on her bhonnet.

At first we had very little to eat. We ate nothing but corn-
‘bread at first. Later we began to raise cow peas, and alter-
wards my father made a fine vegetable garden. My father
always wag a poor huntsman. At first, we grated ocur corn
until my father hollowed out 2 log and we ground it, as in a
mortar. We had no cooking stove, of course, and baked our
bread in the only skillet we possessed. The ripe corn was
boiled until soft, ther grated and baked. The nearest mill
wag 30 miles off.

As I have already said, the country was very thinly
settled. Qur three neighbors, Burnett,Daughterty, and
Sutherland, lived in a radius of seven miles. San Felipe was
28 miles off, and there were about two houses on the road
thither. In consequence, there was no market for anything you
could raiseg‘except for cigars and tobacco, which my father
wag the first in Texas to put on the market. He sold them
in San Felipe to a Frenchman, D'Orvanne who had a store there,
but this was several years afterwards.

72




We raised barely what we needed, and we kept it. Around
- San Felipe certainly it was different, and there were some
peautiful farms in the vicinity.

Before the war, there was a school in Washington taught
by a Miss Trest, where the Daughertys sent their daughter,
boarding her in the city. Of course we did not patronize it.
We lived in our doorless and windowless six-cornered
pavillion about three years.

When the war broke out, my father at first intended
guietly to remain at his home. But the Mexicans had induced
thé Kickapoo Indians to revolt, and he was warned by Captains
Lester, York, and Pettus against the savages. We then set
out with the intention of crossing the Sabine and seeking
safety in the States. When we arrived at the Brazos, we found
s0 many people assembled at the ferry that it would have been
three days before the one small ferry boat could have carried
us over the stream. The roads were almost impassable. So my
father pitched his camp in the middle of the Brazos bottonm
near Brenham. Here we remalned until after +the batile of

San Jacinto.

Thirteen men with their families, mostly Munsterlanders
and Oldenburgers from Cummins Creek, were in our party. They
were Amsler, Weppler, Captain Vrels, Bartels, Damke, Wolters,
Piefer, Boehmen, Schnelder, Kleckemp, Xasper, Heimann,

Grunder. and Witte.
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Some of the Germans fared 3111 on asccount of their tardy
flight. Mrs. Juergens and her children were captured by the
Indians and -taken to the border of Texas, where American
traders ransomed the lady, but had not sufficient money to
purchase the children. These remained with the Indisns. The
Mexicans captured Stoehlke and intended to hang him. Upon
his using the name of Jesus Christ, they released him. Kaspar
Simon was also made a prisoner, but released upon exhibiting
his ignorance of the whereabouts of the Texan Army.

After the war, times were hard. However, my father had
buriéé a good many things and had in this way succeeded in
keeping them from the Mexicans. He had placed two posts a
considerable difference apart, and had buried his +treasures
just midway between them. The posts had both been pulled out
and holes dug near them, but our things had not been found.
Qur heuse and garden had been left unharmed, though those of
our nelghbors had been destroyed. The explanation of this is
probably to be found in the fact that the Munsterlanders, who
were Catholics, had brought all their holy relies to our place
and had set up several crosses in our garden.

Just as we had returned from the *“runaway scrape," and had
scarcely unhitched our horses, Vrels came running up and told
us that a party of Mexicans had taken his horse. Ellison,
York, and 3ohn Pettus, who had just returned from the army,
galloped after the robbers, and, after York had killed one of
them, recovered the horse.
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We had plenty of corn and bacon. Wy brother and John Pettus
brought back a few of our catile from Gonzales. Before the War,
there had been very little trouble; but afterwards, there was
a geood deal of fighting in the neighborhood, especially about
election time.

A short time afterwards, my father began keeping a board-
inghouse and had a large building constructed for that PUTrpOSe .
He tore down the six-cornered pavillion, over the protest of
my mother, who wanted to keep it as a sort of memento of
former days. Many German immigrants accordingly came to our
house. Nearly all managed very badly at first, using all their
money before they had learned to accomodate themselves to their
new surroundings.

‘Industry was founded about this time and named by
Benminghoffer after a lively dispute. My father was Justice
of the Peace for gquite a time, and later was engaged in general
merchandising.

I remember very well the coming of the German colonists
who founded New Braunfels and Fredericksburg. My brother
Fritz accompanied Solms in the capacity of interpreter and
guide. The prince had a considerable retinue of horsemen,
dressed mostly like himself, after the fashion of German
officers. Among the company were an architect, a cook, and
& professional hunter (jaeger}. Whenever they came to a good
piece of road, tThe prince would say, "Now let us gallop,® and
then the whole party would charge down the prairie. The
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hunter was commanded to¢ kill a deer, but did not succeed, and
my brother rode out and killed one, causing much pleasure to
the prince.

While on the same journey, the party stopped at a farmer's
whe brought out waﬁermélcns and told them to0 help themselves.
My brother cut a watermelon in two, took a piece, and went
out into the yard %o eat, whereupon one of the officers rebuked
him severely, asking him how he could dare %o eat when His
Highness had not yet tasted. |

When the prince was endeavoring to establish the XKarlshafen
(Indianola), and he and his party were making soundings, the
boat grounded. The prince was in great disiress and insisted
that the only thing to do was to wait for the tide. My brother
then took off his clothes, got out, and pushed the boat off the
sandbank.

I also remember that the prince’s cook came to my mother
for information in regard to Texas dishes.

I lived in Industry until I married Louis von Roeder.
Nearly all my time was spent in attending to our household,
and I had little opportunity for traveling about. I was not

in San Felipe after the war.
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