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Editor’s Letter 

 
I wish to thank Mae Gean Pettit, Beth Shirley and Richard S. Robertson for their contributions 

to this issue. 

 

Thanks to the late Ogreta W. Huttash for compiling the Stribling Funeral Home Records, Alto 

Texas from August 1929 to August 1933 and from September 1937 through 1941.  Mrs. Hut-

tash transcribed these records in 1980.  R. R. Stribling was a business man in Alto for over 50 

years beginning in November 1923 and started his mortuary business in 1929.  For more infor-

mation about Mr. Stribling see CHEROKEE COUNTY HISTORY published by Cherokee 

County Historical Commission, 1986, page 544.  The Stribling Funeral Home Records will be 

concluded in the next issue. 

 

You may have learned that Bonner Place has changed its name to Bonner Plaza.  The Newburn 

Family has allowed us to meet in the dining room for many years.  Gordon Benge has talked to 

the new operators, the Rich Family and they have graciously allowed us to continue to meet in 

their dining room. 

 

Included in this issue is the Membership Application for 2011-2012.  Membership Dues are 

now payable if your dues are paid through 8/31/2011.  A few members are paid in advance.  

Please read the Address Label to determine the date your dues are paid.  For Example: 

8/31/2011 Dues are now due. 

8/31/2012 Dues are prepaid. 

 

 

Gordon Bennett 

 Editor 

July  2011 
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Mae Gean McElroy Pettitt application to 

Daughters of the Republic of Texas 

From the Archives of Ogreta W. Huttash in the Genealogy Section at the Jacksonville, Texas Public Li-

brary. Catalog number 929.3764 Hu 136 in the name of DRT-Daughters of the Republic of Texas.. 
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Grades 8-10 Maydelle 1929 

Submitted by Beth Shirley, 436 Beacon Hill Dr., Coppell, TX 75019 
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Trash or Treasure by Richard S. Robertson 

In the ten years I have been in this class, many folks have written on this subject. Now it is 

my turn. 

During the recent holidays I was at the blood center making my regular donation when I struck 

up a conversation with Jim Tisdale, the supervisor of the technicians drawing blood. I have 

visited with him over the years but this time it was different. First we started talking about age 

and then about telling family stories to kids and grandkids. He told me about his grandmother 

publishing a book of all the family stories and about her trip to California in 1922. As he started 

telling me about no highways, the blue book that directed you to go .5 of a mile to the windmill, 

turn right, go a mile and a half to the red barn, etc I had to stop him and say I knew all about that. 

My mother-in-law May Lea McCurdy, went to California from Wichita Falls in 1919 with her 

parents, and used the Automobile Blue Book to navigate. In fact the first story I read to this class 

10 years ago was her story. Jim and I both smiled about these parallel stories and soon my pint 

of blood was complete and I went to the snack bar for goodies. 

When I left, I said to myself, I need to give Jim my mother-in-law's stories, along with the many 

excerpts of the blue book that were so interesting and entertaining. A few days later I went to the 

blood bank and found Jim and gave him her story. He was obviously pleased and said wait just a 

minute. He reached into his file cabinet and brought out his grandmother's book and handed it to 

me. "They made twice the number of copies we ordered," he said. "and I have boxes of these. 

Take it. You will enjoy it." I thanked him and that evening started reading parts of it. The 

following from the Preface caught my eye: 

There are two kinds of people` in this world, those who keep everything, and those who 

throw every old thing away. I am most grateful to those who keep everything, for the 

treasured tin boxes of old letters, for the antique albums of early studio photographs 

dating from 1865 to 1890, for the boxes of old lace, for the old invitations, for the old 

calling cards decorated with water colored posies, and for the collections of old jewelry. 

These treasures are the links to the past which attach us to the memory of those dear 

ones, which remind us of the story that goes with the lace, the bracelet, and the letter so 

carefully penned on fragile paper. 

Thank you for that!! 

Lately I have been thanking my niece, Dee Dee, for all of the family gems she has brought me 

from her late mother, my sister June, who was the keeper of all the letters, photos, scrap books, 

etc that my mother had saved over the years. The recent discovery of my dad's WWI diary, the 

photos of Robertson relatives in Wisconsin, Minnesota and Montana, and letters of mine sent 

while in service, have put many pieces of puzzles together for me. 

Certainly I have the reputation of being a pack rat. So does my wife. For years, though, I have 
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Trash or Treasure by Richard S. Robertson 

said: "It's not your filing system, it's your find-

ing system." That has worked well for a number 

of years but as I have reached past senior citizen 

status, I find that my finding system is slipping. 

Through the years I have also enjoyed the cartoon 

that says: "If a cluttered desk is the sign of a clut-

tered mind, what it the sign of an empty desk.?" 

It was comforting to see on the Sunday Morning 

Program on CBS recently when Charles Osgood 

and the other reporters showed the disarray of their 

offices and where they "filed" their stacks of papers 

or hid them when someone came to visit them. 

 

We will be moving back to our Shoalwood house 

soon, after being in our Gaston house for three 

years. I have accumulated here more "treasures" 

than I can possibly count. I have genealogy files, photos, old scrapbooks of my mother's, bills, receipts, maga-

zines, and old Lifetime Learning Files. I have resolved to move this office to my new office with careful re-

straint and to re-organize "stuff' before taking it back. 

Whether you keep everything or throw everything away, a song by the Lounge Lizards of Austin might make all 

of this unsettling. It's called On the Other Shore' and here are some of the words: 

"As we reach the twilight hours of our fleeting earthly time  

And know we will not see the sun tomorrow 

We may think with deep regret of all the things we leave behind  

But oh, my friends, do not give in to sorrow 

On the other shore, on the other shore 

We will reunite with all the things we ever owned before Our single 

socks will all be to their rightful pairs restored We'll meet all our pos-

sessions on the other shore 

As we near those golden sidewalks floating on the clouds above Assuming 

heaven is our destination 

  We may glance behind for one last look at everything we love  

  But truly there's no call for reservations 

 

1Austin Lounge Lizards CD, Employee of the Month, Track #13 
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Trash or Treasure by Richard S. Robertson 

On the other shore, on the other shore 

We'll have piles and piles of jeans we can't fit into anymore 

We'll wear all those crazy cowboy shirts we got from Fred Labour  

We'll meet all our possessions on the other shore 

We'll find books we bought in college and sold for half-price unread  

And sacks and sacks of earring backs lost under someone's bed 

And baseball cards and army men and model planes galore  

And every tiny plastic high-heel Barbie ever wore 

On the other shore, on the other shore 

We'll have giant storage units free of charge forevermore  

Where our tax receipts will all be saved in bags upon the floor  

We'll meet all our possessions on the other shore 

On the other shore, on the other shore 

   We'll find National Geographies from 1974 

 

So help me save what I need to save, throw away what needs to 

be thrown away, and the wisdom to know the difference. 

By the way, if there is an organization called Pack Rats 

Anonymous and you know where they meet, don't tell me about 

them. 

Richard Robertson 
January 2008 

/Memoirs/Trash or Treasure 
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Stribling Funeral Home Records, Alto Texas 

From the Archives of Ogreta W. Huttash in the Genealogy Section at the Jacksonville, Texas Public Li-

brary. Catalog number 929.3764 Hu 168 in the name of Funeral Home Records, Alto Texas. 

To be continued. 
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Publications available through CHEROKEE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

  P.O. Box 1332, Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332 

 

___1850 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS & MORTALITY SCHEDULE, by Sue Taylor, 76 pgs, (1986)indexed  
 ISBN 1-931167-05-2          $10.00 

___1860 CHEROKEE CO. FED CENSUS & SLAVE SCHEDULE, 131 pgs, indexed. ISBN 1-931167-06-0   $11.00 

___1870 Cherokee County Federal Census, Agricultural Schedule, Mortality Schedule and Tax Rolls, by Sue Vaughn Taylor and Ira Gaylon  
 White, 150 pages  (1999) indexed  ISBN 1-931167-07-9      $11.00 

___1880 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS, by Sue Taylor, 504 pgs. plus pgs of column explanations & abbreviation explanations:  

 other introductory pgs., (1983) indexed. ISBN 1-931167-09-7         $38.00 
___1910 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS, by Bobbie Berry Dowling & Ira Gaylon White, 265 pgs, plus 3 pgs of column explanations,  

 (1998), indexed   ISBN 1-931167-09-5         $24.00 

___AN ALBUM OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX MEN & WOMEN WHO SERVED IN WW 11, THE KOREAN CONFLICT OR  
 VIET NAM (1994), n avy with white imprint, red tape binder, 260 pgs., softbound, indexed. ISBN 1-931167-00-1 $21.00 

 

___Cemeteries of NW Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book 1     $10.00 
___Cemeteries of Jacksonville, and others by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book 2     $  8.00 

___Cemeteries of NE Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book 3     $11.00 

___Cemeteries of Mid Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book 4           $10.00 

___Cemeteries of Southern Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book 5     $  8.00 

___CHEROKEE COUNTY DEATH RECORDS, 1903-1945, by IdaLee D. Edmiston (1998) 351 pgs., softbound, approximately  

 alphabetical ISBN 1-931167-10-9        $31.00 
___Church Book for Church of Christ at Salem Edgefield District South Carolina To Sardis Baptist Church at Cherokee County, Texas A.D. 

 1836- A.D. 1941: copy of original handwritten minutes, names of members, pastors; 260 letter-size pages, softbound, 3rd  

 edition, (2006) indexed by Sue Taylor & Bobbie Dowling ISBN 1-931167-15-X  LCCN 2006928721  $22.00 
___CHURCH BOOK OF PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH CHEROKEE CO., TX. VOL. 1, Sep. 1854 to Feb. 1921. Copy of  

 original handwritten minutes of the church, names of pastors, roster of members, obituary notices on some members,  
 introductory pages includes a brief history of the church, surrounding area, and map of location, 452 pgs, (1992), softbound,  

 indexed. ISBN 1-931167-O1-X          $39.00 

___CHURCH BOOK OF PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH, CHEROKEE CO., TX. VOL. II, Mar. 1921 to Apr. 1961. Copy  
 of original handwritten minutes of the church, names of pastors, roster of members, obituary notices on some members,  

 (Introductory pgs. the same as VOL. I above), 500 pgs, softbound, indexed ISBN 1-931167-02-8   $40.00 

___CHURCH BOOK OF ROCKY SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, CHEROKEE CO., TX 1871-1912, copy of original  
 handwritten minutes, names of pastors, roster of members, 351 pgs, softbound, (1991) indexed by IdaLee Derrett Edmiston  

 ISBN 1-931167-03-6           $28.00 

___CIVIL WAR RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, VOL. 1. by Ogreta W. Huttash, 93 pgs, (1982). Most complete list from  
 soldiers from Cherokee county available, plus interesting documents from individuals, softbound, indexed.  $14.00 

___CIVIL WAR RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, VOL. 11, PENSIONS. by Ogreta W. Huttash, 115 pgs, (1982). Summary of  

 over 700 pension applications by veterans & widows who lived in Cherokee County, softbound, indexed.  $15.00  
___COMMISSIONERS COURT MINUTES, No. 1, Cherokee co., TX, 12 Oct. 1846 through a called session 4 Feb. 1850. A verbatim  

 copy which  lists the  first 37 land certificates, precincts and their boundaries, patrol captain, road workers, overseers,  

 prisoners, etc. 86 pgs, by Ogreta W.  Huttash, (I 989) softbound, indexed     $12.00 
___Early probates & wills of Cherokee County, compiled from the original papers by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN  978-1-931167-47-5 

            $20.00 

___Federal Census of Cherokee County, 1870 by Helen Crawford, 154 pages (1983) plus surname index.    $10.00 
___FIRST RECORDED MINUTES OF THE DISTRICT COURT OF CHEROKEE CO., TX A verbatim copy of the original book in  

 the office of the  Dist. clerk, Rusk, TX Oct. 1846 through Nov. 1848, by Ogreta W. Huttash, 112 pgs, (1987), softbound,  

 indexed           $12.00 
___GRAVE MARKER INDEX FOR CHEROKEE COUNTY TEXAS, (2000), by Ira Gaylon White, edited by Gordon Bennett. An  

 alphabetical listing of 29,484 markers from 15 published sources. 476 pgs., softbound, ISBN 0-9703085-7-4  $25.00 

___GRAVE MARKER INDEX FOR CHEROKEE COUNTY TEXAS, (2000), by Ira Gaylon White, edited by Gordon Bennett. An  
 alphabetical listing of 29,484 markers from 15 published sources. 1 CD-ROM, ISBN 1-931167-12-5   $15.00 

___HISTORICAL MARKERS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX. by Ogreta W. Huttash. Contains inscriptions on the 103 state  

 approved markers erected before 1995. 2000 edition, full name index.     $12.00 
 $30.00 

___Index to TREE TALK, May 1980 through December 1990, compiled by Sylvia Booth Acker and Ira Gaylon White, edited by  

 Gordon Bennett (2004), 146 pgs., softbound, ISBN 1-931167-33-8, LCCN 2004104368    $12.00  

___Larissa College 1857-1860  (This material is a compiled book of articles printed of Larissa College, and in 1915 it was said that  

 this was the only material on the college. It has the names  of the Board, teachers, visitors & children.)  

 by Helen Crawford          $  7.00 
 

___Marriage Records of Cherokee County Texas 1905-1931 (2001) by Sylvia Booth Acker, Melva Hermes, and Ira Gaylon White.  

 Edited  by Gordon Bennett. A listing of 8,192 marriages 262 pgs., softbound, ISBN 1-931167-14-1   $17.00 
___Marriage Records of Cherokee County Texas 1905-1931 (2001) by Sylvia Booth Acker, Melva Hermes, and Ira Gaylon White.  

 Edited   by Gordon Bennett. A listing of 8,192 marriages. 1 CD-ROM, ISBN 1-931167-16-8   $15.00 

___MARRIAGE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, 1846-1880, VOL. 1. by Ogreta W. Huttash. 100 pgs, copyright 1974, fifth Printing,  
 1985,  Approximately 4,000 marriages alphabetically by name of groom: full-name index of brides.  $14.00 

___MARRIAGE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, 1881-1905, VOL. 11. by Ogreta W. Huttash. 127 pgs, copyright 1976,  

 Approximately   5800 marriages alphabetically by name of groom: full-name index of brides.   $17.00 
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___National Tomato Capital 305 pgs Tomato history in Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford   $29.00 
___Newspaper Obituaries from early papers 1889-1908   Bk.1 166 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-18-4  $16.00 

___Newspaper Obits 1910-1921,  Bk 2  309 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford    ISBN 1-931167-29-X    $25.00 

___Newspaper Obits assorted dates Bk 3 260 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-30-3  $20.00 
___Newspaper Obits   Bk.4  469 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-31-1  $44.00 

___Newspaper Obits   Bk 5 495 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-32-X  $25.00 

___Newspaper Obits 1922-1925  Bk 6 182 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN  978-1-931167-25-3 $16.00 
___Newspaper Obits assorted dates Bk 7 368 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN  978-1-931167-50-5 $29.00 

___Newspaper Obits  1991 & part of 1990   Bk 8  256 pgs  by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN 978-1-931167-49-9 $20.00 

___Newspaper Obits  1992  Bk 9  194 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-51-2 $18.00 
___Newspaper Obits  1993 Bk 10 209 pgs  by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN 1-931167-23-0  $16.00 

___Newspaper Obits  1994 Bk 11 206 pgs  by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN 1-931167-22-2  $16.00 

___Newspaper Obits 1995 Bk 12 205 pgs  by Helen Wooddell Crawford    ISBN  978-1-931167-43-7 $16.00 
___Newspaper Obits  1996 Bk 13 226 pgs  by Helen Wooddell Crawford    ISBN 1-931167-21-4  $18.00 

___Newspaper Obits 1997 Bk 14 197   pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford   ISBN 1-931167-20-6   $16.00 

___Newspaper Obits  1998 Bk 15 205 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-39-0 $16.00 
___Newspaper Obits 1999 Bk 16  196 pgs  by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN 1-931167-19-2  $16.00 

___Newspaper Obits  2000 Bk 17  215 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford    ISBN 1-931167-40-0  $17.00 

___Newspaper Obits  2001 Bk 18 221 pgs  by Helen Wooddell Crawford , soft cover, Indexed ISBN 1-931167-13-3  $19.00 
___Newspaper Obits  1926-1931  Bk 19 177 pgs  by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN 1-931167-17-6  $16.00 

 

     
 ___Newspaper Obituaries Index of Cherokee County, Texas 1836-2001  BOOKS  1-19       by Helen Wooddell Crawford   

 ISBN 1-931167-36-2                $22.00 

___Newspaper Obituaries Index of Cherokee County, Texas 1836-2001  BOOKS  1-19 CD-ROM      by Helen Wooddell Crawford   
 ISBN 1-931167-37-0,          $15.00 

___NORTHWEST CHEROKEE CO. CEMETERIES, VOL. 1, 20 cemeteries (1997), by Ira Gaylon White, 253 pgs, softbound, indexed  
 ISBN 0-9703095-8-2          $35.00 

___NORTHWEST CHEROKEE CO. CEMETERIES, VOL. II 25 cemeteries (1997), by Ira Gaylon White, 288 pgs, softbound, indexed  

 ISBN 0-9703085-9-0          $40.00 
___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 1, 250 pgs., (1982), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-1-5   $18.00 

___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 2, 252 pgs., (1982), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-2-3   $16.00 

___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 3, 176 pgs., (1986), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-3-1   $13.00 
___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 4, 222 pgs., (1991), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-4-X   $16.00 

___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 5, 247 pgs., (1996), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-5-8   $17.00 

___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 6, 168 pgs. (2000), indexed. ISBN 0-9703085-6-6   $16.00 

___PROBATE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX, MINUTE BOOK A, 1870-1881 and DOCKET A and DOCKET B.,  

                  1867-1887 by Ogreta W. Huttash, 125 pages (2004), Softbound, Indexed.     $20.00 

___PROBATE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX 1846- ca 1875 by Ogreta W. Huttash, 200 pages (1998) Includes estates,  
 settlements,  guardianships for minors, community property of decedents, heirs, and the name of the surviving spouse. Slaves  

                  in estate settlements are indexed under the name of the owner. Softbound, indexed    $29.00 

___Providence Cemetery Cherokee County Texas  by Sylvia Booth Acker and Willie Harold Acker, Sr., ISBN 978-1-931167-42-0 
                   LCCN 2011909068                                                                                                   $12.00 

___Saga of Cherokee County, Texas. Book  1 indexed 417 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN 1-931167-26-5   $33.00 

___Saga of Cherokee Book 2  1910-1921 indexed  491 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-24-9  $34.00 
___Saga of Cherokee,   Book 3 ass'td dates, indexed 433 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford $30.00 

___Saga of Cherokee Book 4 1922-1925, indexed  504 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN 978-1-931167-48-2  $34.00 

___Saga of Cherokee Book  5, ass'td dates, indexed 471 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford  ISBN-10 1-931167-34-6    $45.00 
___Saga of Cherokee and World War I,  Book  6 indexed 256  pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford $28.00 

___Saga of Cherokee County and Pioneer Life Book 7, indexed,  167 pgs, by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-28-1  $18.00 

 
___TREE TALK, THE FIRST FIVE YEARS, May 12,1975 through April 30,1980. Contains a brief history of the organization of the  

 Cherokee  County Genealogical Society,  charter membership roster, etc.. (1995), full name index (1998)  

 ISBN 1-931167-11-7          $11.00 
___Tree Talk, Volume I through Vol. 25, No. 3. (2000) Contains the complete text (about 3600 pages) of the 25 years of this  

 publication. 2 CD-ROMs. ISBN 0-9703085-0-7, ISSN 1551-0514, LCCN 2004204271     $30.00 

___Tyler Courier-Times-Telegraph 1950  Mid Century Edition.  275 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford   $24.00 
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Order Form 

This form may be used when ordering books from CCGS. Include .0825 tax (for TX residents only) on each 

item in the catalog. Also POSTAGE & HANDLING CHARGE of $3.50 for the first book plus $1.00 for each 

additional book ordered at the same time. List the book or books you wish to order and show the total amount be-

low. 

 

 Your Name:______________________________________________________________________ 

    

Address: ____________________________________________E-Mail___________________________ 

 (Street address or P.O. Box) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

(city or town)     (state)    (9-digit Zip code) 

 

 Total amount of order   $___________________________ 

 

 State sales Tax 

(if applicable)    $___________________________ 

 

 Postage & Handling   $___________________________ 

 

 TOTAL ENCLOSED   $___________________________ 

 

 Mail to:  Cherokee County Genealogical Sciety 

  P.O. Box 1332 

  Jacksonville, TX 75766-1332 

Quantity Title Price Extended 

Price 
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Membership Application 
 

  CHEROKEE COUNTY 

 

  GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

 

  Post Office Box 1332 

 

  Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332 

 

  Annual membership dues are $15.00 (single) and $20.00 for a two-member household. The membership year 

ends August 31, 2012. Membership entitles you to four quarterly issues of our publication Tree Talk. Tree Talk is 

normally published the first week of October, January, April and July of each fiscal year. Members joining after 

the first issue is published will receive all issues of Tree Talk, but back issues of Tree Talk will be mailed with the 

next issue unless $1.00 for special handling is enclosed. The Society meets the second Monday of the months Sep-

tember through May at Bonner Plaza, 421 S. Bonner, Jacksonville, Texas at 7 p.m. 

 

  Date of Application ______________________________ Paid through 8/31/______________ 

 

  Single Membership $15.00________________  New Member____________________ 

 

   

 Two-Member household $20.00____________  Renewal________________________ 

 

   

 Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   

 Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   

 City:_______________________ State:________________ 9-digit Zip Code___________________ 

 

   

 Phone Number (include area code):____________________ E-mail Address____________________ 

 

   

 Maiden Name (if applicable)__________________________________________________________ 

 

   

 Surnames you are researching;________________________________________________________ 

 

  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Gift of _____________________________, bill to: _________________________________________   

 Complete the information above, make out your check, and mail to:  

 

   Cherokee County Genealogical Society  

  

 Post Office Box 1332 

 

            Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332 


