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Editor’s Letter

Thanks to Richard Sory Robertson for the story of his family’s Christmas Tree Tradition. He
also allowed us to print a photo of him standing next to a photo of his grandfather, W. H. Sory
who was Mayor of Jacksonville in 1903.

Anel Grayson has let us publish another part of her gamily history. In this issue we publish the
“Ancestors of Permelia Peneopla Hairgrove.”

We welcome new members Albert E. and Anna M. Nolley of Rusk. Our other new members are Tim
D. and Barbara S. Taylor of Bullard.

Tim D. Taylor and cousins Beth Shirley of Coppell, Texas, Cookie Scotia and David Roach, both
of Maydelle, and Jason Roach of Lindale, Texas are contributors to this issue. They have the
letters and papers of their Great Grandfather Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach. Tim has transcribed
the letters and other documents. He has scanned many of the documents and has begun scan-
ning the larger sized documents at the office of the Cherokee County Historical Commission in
Rusk. We are publishing two letters from Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach in this issue. Look for more
from this family in future issues.

Our genealogical society and the Chertokee County Historical Commission are continuing our project to
find, document and preserve the cemeteries in Cherokee County, Texas. A number of these cemeteries
are referred to in various sources, but cannot be located on the ground. Please review the list beginning
on page 51. If you know about any of these cemeteries, please contact me at: Cherokee County Genea-
logical Society, P.O. Box 1332, Jacksonville, TX 75766-1332. Telephone 903-586-0135. Email:
ccgs@suddenlink.net.

Gordon Bennett
Editor

Frofteot Yowowr Living Relatives

Don't Mess With The Living, TEXAS
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A Christmas Tree Tradition
By Richard Robertson

Our family has a number of traditions. Around our dinner table of seven, the conversation at
times would tum to something we had done forever, and someone would strike up the tune:
"Tradition" from Fiddler on the Roof.

One of our strong and irreversible traditions is the annual cutting of the Christmas tree.

Marian and I have celebrated 50 Christmases as husband and wife. Our best count is that we
have cut down 48 Christmas trees in those 50 years. The tradition went back to Marian's family
and I actually participated with them before we were married. Part of the tradition is that we cut
down a tree native to this area, which in this case is a cedar tree or actually a juniper tree-held in
low esteem by many Texans. In Temple, where we lived for ten years, there were many fields
and wooded areas to choose from to cut our trees. After we moved to Austin, we had a wonder-
ful area to explore each December to pick out the "right tree." Our relatives, the Collins, had
400 acres of land on the North San Gabriel river, north of Liberty Hill. They were delighted to
have at least one cedar tree cut each Christmas. Cousin Walter and Margaret had restored an
1850 Log Cabin on the property and lived in it part time between Midland and the Austin area.

Our tradition in the sixties was to drive out on a weekend before Christmas, check in with the
Collins, hunt for the tree, cut it, load it on the car, and then go to the Log Cabin for warm re-
freshments.
The slowest
part of the
equation was
Jeannie, our
fourth child,
who, by age

five had
strong

opinions December 1971 at Collins’ Log Cabin
L to R: Beth, Jeannie, John. Linda, Rick Robertson

about Christmas trees. From the beginning, finding the "right tree" was the most important part
for Jeannie. First of all, it had to be tall enough. Our living room has an eight-foot ceiling. It
was hard for Jeannie to face that reality. She looked at twelve foot trees and insisted that they
would fit in our living room. Next, the tree had to be symmetrical and full.
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It was very difficult to get her to agree with the rest of the family on a “right tree.” Sometimes
we would even have to out-vote her in order to get back to the cabin for our refreshments and
the trip back into Austin.

The tradition at the Collins lasted until the late eighties. As the years went by and Jeannie grew
older, her Christmas tree tantrums subsided, although she still was very particular and gave us
all a lot of exercise in walking the property and tolerance in selecting the “right tree.” In a few
of the later years, she missed a few Christmases while on the road as a folk singer. When she
did miss getting home, she recruited some unsuspecting partner to go with her to select a tree.
Little did they know what they were in store for, when they teamed up with her for the adven-
ture! At Lake City, CO, one winter she recruited a friend with a pick-up truck, they obtained a
permit to cut the top out of a tree in the forest and then began Jeannie’s long search. Her unsus-
pecting project partner quietly reported that he had now “been there and done that” and didn’t
need to do it again. In Fairbanks, Alaska, one winter she was given directions to potential trees
outside town, but not that the White Spruce she cut down was a valuable tree that should be al-
lowed to grow.

In 1989 we moved our base of operations to John Knox Ranch, located near Wimberley on the
Blanco River. Our fifth child, Beth, and her husband were in charge of the Ranch, which is a
Summer Camp and Retreat site for the Presbyterian Church. The three hundred acres straddle
Hays and Comal counties and have many cedar trees. The timing of going to John Knox Ranch
was dependent upon whether Jeannie was going to be home for Christmas or not and if she was
to be here, when. One year when Jeannie was home, we were unable to go to the Ranch until
mid-afternoon. Characteristically, Jeannie could not find an acceptable tree before darkness de-
scended upon us. Before going home empty, Beth informed us that she had spotted a good tree
on the county road between Wimberley and the Ranch. In the dark she led us to the tree,
Jeannie acquiesced, and we had our tree. At Christmas time 1991, Jeannie was scheduled to
come home just a couple of days before Christmas Day. She and David were on their way in the
van when Austin experienced its storm deluge and flood. The roads to John Knox and even
back to the Collins property north of Liberty Hill were impassible. When Jeannie arrived, we
suggested that this might be one of the rare times we would go and buy a tree. "Absolutely un-
acceptable" she said. She would go by herself in the rain and a find a tree. To the rescue came
Judy Butler, who knew of a place on Highway 620 that was accessible where they would let us
look for a tree. We drove in the rain to the place, waded through the water, and found a tree ac-
ceptable to Jeannie in record time.

That record time held for many years. Each December we would walk and walk, discuss and
even argue the merits of particular trees with Jeannie and finally get Jeannie’s “right one.” But
this past Christmas we broke that 1991 record. Jeannie and David arrived in Austin on Decem-
ber 17 . Our first opportunity to cut a Christmas tree was the afternoon of the 20th. Jeannie,
Marian, and I headed for John Knox Ranch, a distance of 50 miles. We drove south on Mo-Pac
to Ranch Road 45. About a half mile before we reached the Ben McCullough Road, Jeannie,
who had been looking at the cedars in the median, said: “I think I see one. Let’s turn around
and have a look.” We turned around at the Ben McCullough Road, drove back to the turn-
around and went to Jeannie’s discovery. It was a lone cedar, about 8 ft high, and symmetrical
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because it was all by itself. I stopped the car,
Jeannie and Marian went down for a closer
look, and signaled that they approved. I
joined them and in five minutes had cut the
tree and put it in the Suburban. We returned
home within an hour and I don’t believe we
will every be able to beat that record!!!

Most folks don't have the same appreciation
for cedar Christmas trees that we do, but
unlike many unfortunates, we are not allergic
to cedar. For those sufferers who are not cap-
tivated by the romance of this tradition, we
try to pick a female pollen-free cedar and
wash it thoroughly before setting it up .....
Because one thing we can count on is that
Jeannie will be ready to help us cut our cedar
Christmas trees for many years to come.

Richard Robertson
February 2002

Richard and Marian by 2001 Christmas Tree
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Grandfather Sory
Mayor of Jacksonville, TX 1903

 W.H.SORY

HICHARD
SORY L
ROBEBTSON ey

Richard Sory Robertson with photo of his grandfather, W. H. sory who served as Mayor of Jacksonville in 1903.
Photo used by permission of Richard Robertson, 5401 Shoalwood Ave., Austin, TX 78756-1619
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Members of Cherokee County Genealogical Society

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME CATEGORY ADDRESS1 CITY
STATE POSTAL CODE E-MAIL ADDRESS SURNAMES

Benge Gordon & Margie Couple 1750 COUNTY ROAD 3107 Jacksonville TX 75766-
7792 BENGE, MOWERY, TALLEY, MONKHOUSE, CRIPPINS, TOMS,CAHILL,
PORTER, ROBERTS

Bennett Gordon Member 825 Willowcreek Drive, Jacksonville, TX 75766-3401
ccgs@suddenlink.net BENNETT, HOLLENBECK, HICKMAN, HICKS, NEVITT, GILL,
CRAVEN, TAYLOR

Blodgett Elizabeth Member, 6020 Minnetonka Blvd St. Louis Park MN 55416
eeblodgett@gmail.com EARLE, TEMPLETON, WALLACE, BUSH, PAYNE,
WRIGHT, THOMPSON, BENGE, WINN, BREVARD, BLANSETT, McEACHERN,

Bolton John Seguine & Sonja Carroll Couple 1112 Pine Street, Kilgore TX — 75662-3355
johnsbolton@cablelynx.com BOLTON, NORWOOD, DURRETT, McCRACKEN,
HAMMETT, DENT, THOMPSON, HUDNALL, CLARK, MAY, MEYERS, DuBOSE,
SEVIER, GOREE, RANKIN

Bounds Joan Petty Member 18323 SONTERRA PL APT 6404, San Antonio, TX78258-4779
jpettybounds@gmail.com  BOUNDS, McKNIGHT, THOMAS, CARR, PETTY, BOLTON,
BLANTON, LOW, LEONARD, CAMPBELL, CHRISTIAN, GADDY, ACKER,
BLANTON  jbounds@dbstech.com

Braswell Ed Member 1937 Frostwood, Suite 201  Tyler TX  75703-7551
ed@petrolandservices.us BRASWELL, WILLIS, WILSON, HOMAN, WOLFE, RICKS,
GRANT, EASTER

Burkett Deborah Lovett Member P.O.Box 325 Troup TX  75789-0325
debbietroup7@yahoo.com LONG, ARMSTRONG, LANGSTON

Burt Grace Miller Member 1406 FM 2026, Center, TX 75935-5123
donangem(@gmail.com MILLER, HARVEY, GRAVES, BURT, LATHAM, BARKER,
ARMSTRONG, McGRADY, GRIFFIN, CARR, ADAMS, WHITEHEAD

Cates VivianT & DanB  Couple 2403 State Highway 21 West. Alto, TX 75925-5706
vcates@exede.net ~ ALLRED, BALDWIN, BLACKSHEAR, BURT, BRADLEY, BROWN,
CATES, COLLIER, COWARD/COWART, DANIEL, DOMINY, FONDREN, GAY, MAN-
NING, MAYES,NEWBERRY, ODELL, SPURLIN, TOOLE ALLEN, BOOTHJE,
BOWLES, BOOLES, BRUCE, BUCKNER, CARPENTER, CHRISTIAN, CROW, DUR-
HAM,EDMONDS/EDMUNDS, FREEMAN, GREEN/E, HATCHER, LINDSEY, MALONE,
POLLARD, POWELL, RANDAL/RANDALL, REYNOLDS/RUNNELS, ROBINSON,
SHEFFIELD
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Childs Marleta Member PO Box 6825 Lubbock TX 79493-6825

kinsearching@gmail.com

Daniel Joe & Debbie Couple 1707 FM 2274 N Jacksonville TX  75766-1391
pontapinecone@gmail.com STAPP, DANIEL

Davis Wanda Bowlin Member 32 East Sunset Drive, Kerrville TX 78028-4817
wbdavis@ktc.com  GOFF, JOHNSTON, CARTER, JARRETT, GROUNDS, REID,
GOBER, SHEFFIELD, WILLIAMS,UNDERWOOD, WALKER, WADE, HICKMAN, JEN-
KINS, POWELL, WALKER, FERGUSON, BOWLIN FERGUSON, STOCKBRIDGE,
WYATT, ROBERTSON

Doggett Ann McKellar Member P.O. Box 112 Rosharon TX  77583-0112
doggettannm@gmail.com  McKELLAR, BIRDSON, BLEVINS, PETTY, WILLIAMSON,
GRAHAM, CONNALLY, ARMSTRONG,NEWMAN, STEED, ADAIR, DOGGETT.
CRAIG, BLEVINS, KAVANOUGH, OLDHAM

Fitzgerald Scott Couple 1919 Belmont Dr. ~ Tyler TX  75701-4338
scottfitzgerald@tyler.net FITZGERALD, MAYFIELD, McCLUER, EDWARDS

Francis Thomas & Sharon  Couple 5 Dianne Court, Lafayette, CA 94549-5101
francis.t@comcast.net FRANCIS, HENRY, ARMSTRONG, SUMMERS, WILLSON,

BLACK, PRYOR

GRAYSON Manuel & Anel Couple 608 E MANNING ST, OAKWOOD, TX 75855-5313
anelgrayson@yahoo.com SMITH, CARNES/KARNES, BARNES, HAIRGROVE,
BRYAN, BRALY,SMITH, VAUGHN

Hardy David Member 6531 Trimstone Dr. Pasadena X  77505-4265
dsshardy@juno.com HARDY, MAYES/MAYS, FOREMAN, BEAIRD, GREEN,
JENNINGS, GENTRY, BURT, WEST, MARTIN, MATHEWS, CORELEY, WILLS,
RAMEY, FOXWORTH, ARRANT,TODD, HENSON LANIER, DICKEY, REDD,
COOK,ALLEN, PEGUES, McCLURE, SINGLETARY  DOVER, ROSS, SELMAN, HEW-
GLEY, MAY, JENNINGS, WARD, FORD, CUMMINGS, RAMEY, HERLONG,VICKERY,
COLEY, WATSON,ETHRIDGE, MOORE, FELDER, TANNERY, VALENTINE, RISHER, ,
DILLARD, GUICE, TERRY, THOMPSON, COOPER, MASTERS, BRADFORD, ELWELL,
MILLS

Harrison Robert Member 1855 Cheyenne Dr  Carrolton X  75010-2201
MAY, HARRISON
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Hogue Barbara Member 1911 Timbergrove Circle Dallas TX  75208-3360

blochridge@sbcglobal.net MIXON, COLLINS, RODGERS, ROACH, BOLTON, DURRETT
SMITH, BARTON, TILLMAN, MILLER, JOHNSON

Houston Tom Member 5076 Cedar Creek Dr. Houston TX 77056-2402
tomhouston@comcast.net ~HOUSTON/HUSTON, BEAN, SELMAN, COLLIER, BOYD,
MACON, USHER, TODD, ARRANT, STOVALL, MULLENS, NEWTON, ENER, GOMER,
HULETT, HONEYCUTT, EVERETT, WHITE, FOUNTAIN, YOWELL, GORDON,
BISHOP, FELDER, WIGLEY, GRIMES, GREENLEES, PALMER, CARDWELL, MANN,
HUNTER, WALLACE, LIGON, BOYKIN, COLE, BLOODWORTH, LEWIS, McSHAN,
KINGSLEY, MURPHY, CUMMINGS, KNIZSY, KYLE, CAUTHERN, CLEVENGER,
JENNINGS, WATERS

Hugghins Barbara Member 901 PALESTINE ST APT B, Jacksonville, TX 75766-3273
bahugghins@suddenlink.net ANGELO, ODOM, HUGGHINS, MARTIN, MONTANDAR

Hugghins Glenn & Peggy Couple 7914 FM 23 W Rusk TX  75785-5978
hugghins@eastex.net HUGGHINS, HAM, HOLBROOKS,DOWELL, WALTHALL, CROSS,
SWINNEY/SWEENEY, MAXEY, KING, EVANS, BIRD, BAIRD

Ivey WandaFaye Member 1078 FM 2064 N Jacksonville TX  75766-7297
WALLACE, JACKSON, GARRISON, PATRICK, WOOD, EWART, BARRY, McCOLLUM,
STEWART, MARTIN, JOHNSON, DICKSON/DICKERSON, IVEY, KITE, PATE, BILL-
INGS, ZUMWALT, KENT, MORRISON, McKENNY, RILEY, BARNETT

Jones Eileen S. Member 23220B Parkshire Ct New Caney TX  77357-8632
esjones@sbcglobal.net CAMPBELL, GRIFFITH, STIKE, BLACK, FORREST

Kennedy Glenda Durrett Member 10286 Colquitt Rd.  Terrell TX  75160-1572
glendajkennedy@aol.com  DURRETT, CHAPMAN, BOLTON, FOX, KENNEDY, WHITE,
PARKER, MORROW, DENTON

Marable Helen Heck Member 601 Pebble Beach Dr. Jacksonville, TX 75766-9376
hmmara@suddenlink.net HECK, VOSS, EHRNST, LUKEN, SEROCKI, MESKE,
PIECHOWSKI, KIEDROWSKI, DWROWA, MARABLE, FISHER, WOODWARD, HOW-
ELL

Maris Wayne S. Member P.O. Box 1009Fitzgerald GA  31750-1009
waynemarisl@mchsi.com  MARIS, SMITH, KENDRICH, SHARPE,GILSTRAP
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Marsh Mary Member 384 COUNTY ROAD 4110 Jacksonville TX  75766-7521
MARSH, PILCHER, HACKERD, BRINSON, REAVIS, CRIM, LYNN, WHITE, HALEY-
SCOTT, McCANN, REAVIS, SPOON/SPHONE

Martin George W. & Bernice COUPLE 1555 FM 1911 S Alto TX  75925-6039 gbmar-
tin@consolidated.net

McMullen Cynthia Member 303 Alice Lane, Huntington, TX  75949-2862
cindyann@consolidated.net HOLSOMBACK, BURNETT, PRYOR, BOOTH, ACKER,
ODOM, LLOYD, COOPER, CLARK, HAMMONS, LINDSEY, NORTON, McCOWN, BUR-
NETT, CLARK,

Miller Lonna Member 1070 Piney Grove Rd Rusk TX 75785
Imiller3@sbcglobal.net

Minor Harold & Mary Slusher Couple 115 Crescent Dr. BullardTX  75757-8990
mls19817@aol.com BASS, BRICKER, BUTLER, WILLIAMSON, SCOGIN, SMITH,
JONES, WALLER, GRESHAM, WRIGHT, McDONALD, LUDE, GARNER, RICHEY,
MICKELBOROUGH, McNEW, HUGHES ELLIS, JUMPER

Moody Phyllis Vaughan Member 18157 Osage Trail Drive, College Station, TX 77845-4582
moodyphyl1@me.net VAUGHAN, MIDDLETON, JONES, MEAZLES, HARDY, TIPTON,
BETTS, BOGARD, DUDLEY, MORRIS, PORTER, PICKETT, BERRY, CONI(A)WAY,
FOUST, HART, BURROUGHS, MEYERS,BEACHAM, LANGSTON, WYNNE, CURRY,
ELLIOTT, MULLINS, REYNOLDS, SMITH, CLAPP, BERRY, NOLAND, HARRISON,
LOVING, DUDLEY, GARTRELL, GIDDENS, GRESHAM, HAYNE, HUNT, JESSUP, KER-
RICH, BEACHAM, LUCE, ROUNDTREE, NICHOLSON, KING, LOWERS, MALONE,
MANGHAM, MOODY

Nolley Albert E. & Anna M. Couple 942 Crockett St. Rusk TX 75785
903-571-2550 QUIMBY, NOLLEY, DeFOOR, SHELTON

Pettit Mae Gean Member 11177 State Hwy 21 East  Alto TX  75925-5023
McELROY, OSBORN, PETTIT, MUSICK, UPCHURCH, STOCKTON, DICKEY,
LANGSTON, PIERCE, REYNOLDS,BATSON, ADAMS

Ramey Jeanette Cook Member 804 W 16th St Quanah X  79252-6410
cjcram6585@yahoo.com COOK, FRANCIS, WALLACE, WILLINGHAM, MOORE,
OVERSTREET, ELGIN, SINGLETON, PATTERSON, CRADDOCK, RAMEY, CARLTON,
HODGES, COOK
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Ray Tina Weidman Member 11852 Morgan Ln  Garden Grove CA  92840-2536
tinareneray@hotmail.com  RAY, WILLIAMS, UNDERWOOD, PHELPS, BECKWITH,
MADDOX, POSEY, OXLEY, SPRUILL, JOHNSON, STEARNS

Robertson Richard S. Member 5401 Shoalwood Ave. Austin TX 78756-1619
richardsrobertson@gmail.com SORY, HARRIS, HALTOM, HENRY, ALEXANDER,
ROBERTSON, MCCURDY, GUTHRIE, LEA, CRAIG

Rothrock Randall Member 4657 FM 177 E Troup TX 75789-8506
R17rock@gmail.com ROTHROCK, RODGERS, ACKER, SMITH, MATKINS, GORDON,
WARD, TARKINGTON,  CHILDRESS, CHILDERS, VAUGHAN, DRULLINGER,
LACEY, MARSH, RABALAIS,RISK, McADAMS

Saicoe Georgia Member 34656 Broncho Ln  Squaw Valley CA  93675-9681
gsaicoe(@unwiredbb.com CAUSEY, BURNETT, WOOD, BILLINGS, BROWN, HOME-
SLY, WHITE, McKNIGHT, DEVER, COOK, AKERS, LONG

Shirley Beth Member 436 Beacon Hill Coppell TX  75019-3737
pastel.artist@yahoo.com DURRETT, ROACH, SHERMAN, JONES, BOBBITT, CHAP-
MAN, EMBRY, SIMPSON

Smith Fred R Member 9141 Seagrove Dr.  Dallas TX  75243-7225
fsmith@rayleeco.net MEADOR, SMITH, McCRACKEN, PRYOR, SWEARINGEN, CRAW-
FORD, BRIGMAN, JOHNSON, BANKHEAD, HAMMONDS, TREADWAY,
YARBROUGH

Stadler Doris Cook Member 5010 Covington Lane Temple X  76502-7117
dastadler@att.net COOK, WORLIE/WORLEY, TAYLOR, GRIGSBY, VAUGHAN,
NORTHCUTT, MEADE, MITCHELL, RUTHURN, RUTHERFORD, McKINNEY,
TEAGUE, HARRIS

Taylor Sue Vaughn Member 14092 FM 747 S. Jacksonville TX 75766-9234
s.vaughn1940@yahoo.com VAUGHN, URSPRUNG, DEAN, HALL, FOREMAN, TINNEY,
SANDERS, BOBBITT, CASTILOW, MONINGHAM, STEWART, SCHLOSSER, RONZER,
NELLSON, TAYLOR, EDMISTON, ERWIN, GHOLSON, MILLER, LOGAN, BUCKLEY,
CHAPMAN, SMYTH, BROCK, SHELL, STORY, CRANE, RICE, STEPHENS, THOMAS,
WEST,McCLANAHAN/McCLELAHAN, KING, KIRBY/KERBY, TOURMAN, WIL-
LIAMS, WOMACK, PROCTER, TRAVIS, SHERROD, MOORE/MORE, GOURD, DAVIS,
WALLACE, MILLIGAN, MCCONNELL

Taylor Tim D & Barbara S. Couple 112 Marina Drive BullardTX 75757
timdtaylor22@gmail.com 512-565-7099 ROACH, TAYLOR
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Wardlaw Juanita Member 6804 Hollytree Circle Tyler TX  75703-5780

jew@suddenlink.net MARTIN, JOHNSTON, BARRON, HALL, BETTES

Wilson Carol Member 1226 FM 2064 N Jacksonville TX 75766-9619
BENGE, WARREN, REESE/REECE, WILSON, LOWE, COOPER, DEES/DEAS, McKIN-
NEY/McKENNY, PLANT, BERRY, PARIS, SALTERS/SAULTERS, JOWELL,
MYERS,BOLTON, MUSIC

Wright Helen Member 229 Mesa Dr Georgetown TX — 78628-1506
helen.wright@suddenlink.net

Visit our Internet site at:
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txcherok/

Find us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/CherokeeCGS
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Ancestors of Permelia Peneopla Hairgrove

Generation No. 1

1. Permelia Peneopla Hairgrove, born June 04, 1843 in Aberdeen, Mississippi; died
March 19, 1924 in Palestine, Anderson County, Texas. She was the daughter of 2. Newell Ad-
ams Hairgrove and 3. Mary Louise Land. She married (1) Walter Barnes March 11, 1868 in
Smith County, Texas. He was born Abt. 1831 in Mass. and died April 09, 1878 in Cherokee
County, Texas.

More About Permelia Peneopla Hairgrove:
Burial: Palestine City Cemetery, Palestine, Texas

Children of Permelia Peneopla Hairgrove and Walter Barnes
Mary Emma, b. December 14, 1869
Lena Mahala, b. December 16, 1871
Caroline, b. March 01, 1874

Generation No. 2

2. Newell Adams Hairgrove, born April 20, 1810 in Bedford County, Tennessee; died
June 07, 1894. He was the son of 4. Stephen Marion Hairgrove and 5. Nancy Mary Brown.
He married 3. Mary Louise Land August 24, 1837 in Aberdeen, Mississippi.

3. Mary Louise Land, born July 27, 1814 in Aberdeen, Monroe County, Mississippi;
died July 08, 1866. She was the daughter of 6. Joseph Land and 7. Elizabeth Sullivan.

Notes for Newell Adams Hairgrove:
Newell Adams Hairgrove moved to Aberdeen, Mississippi in 1836 and to East Texas in 1855.

More About Newell Adams Hairgrove:
Burial: Thompson Cemetery, Bullard, Smith County, Texas

More About Mary Louise Land:
Burial: Thompson Cemetery, Bullard, Smith County, Texas

Children of Newell Hairgrove and Mary Land are:
1. Mary Elizabeth Hairgrove, born August 11, 1838 in Aberdeen, Mississippi; died Feb-
ruary 11, 1905 in Mixon, Cherokee County, Texas; married James P. Thompson Sep-
tember 21, 1859 in Smith County, Texas; born June 09, 1824 in Aberdeen, Mississippi;
died February 26, 1908 in Mixon, Cherokee County, Texas.

More About Mary Elizabeth Hairgrove:
Burial: Mixon Cemetery, Cherokee County, Texas
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More About James P. Thompson:
Burial: Mixon Cemetery, Cherokee County, Texas

Ii. Ulysses Cincinnati Hairgrove, born November 27, 1839 in Aberdeen, Mississippi;
died March 11, 1906 in Noonday, Smith County, Texas; married (1) Elizabeth A.
"Lizzie" Pierce July 31, 1868; born September 27, 1850 in Noonday, Smith County,
Texas; died February 27, 1902 in Noonday, Smith County, Texas; married (2) Florence
Mattie Cone Aft. 1902; born Unknown; died Unknown.

More About Ulysses Cincinnati Hairgrove:
Burial: Noonday Cemetery, Smith County, Texas

More About Elizabeth A "Lizzie" Pierce:
Burial: Noonday Cemetery, Smith County, Texas

iii. David Thompson Hairgrove, born November 07, 1841 in Aberdeen, Mississippi.

1. 1v. Permelia Peneopla Hairgrove, born June 04, 1843 in Aberdeen, Mississippi; died
March 19, 1924 in Palestine, Anderson County, Texas; married Walter Barnes March
11, 1868 in Smith County, Texas.

vNewell Hanibal Hairgrove, born January 05, 1845 in Aberdeen, Mississippi; died July
18, 1847.

viLouisa Ann Hairgrove, born January 12, 1847 in Aberdeen, Mississippi

viiMartha Caroline Hairgrove, born April 19, 1849 in Aberdeen, Mississippi; died April
25, 1915 in Meadows Cemetery, Tyler, Smith County, Texas; married Robert F.
McKnight January 17, 1877 in Troup, Smith County, Texas; born February 02,
1845 in Giles County, Tennessee; died June 25, 1925 in Meadows Cemetery,
Tyler, Smith County, Texas.

viiiSallie Wadley Hairgrove, born May 14, 1851 in Aberdeen, Mississippi; died Septem-
ber 17, 1852.

ixAmanda Melvina Hairgrove, born June 15, 1853 in Aberdeen, Mississippi; married
William Rawlings Abt. 1875; born Unknown.

xStephen Douglas Hairgrove, born July 18, 1855 in Texas.

xiLeander Hairgrove, born August 16, 1857 in Texas.

Generation No. 3

4. Stephen Marion Hairgrove, born July 24, 1784 in Guilford County, North Carolina;
died December 11, 1858 in Buena Vista, Shelby County, Texas. He was the son of 8. Stephen
William Hairgrove and 9. Mary. He married 5. Nancy Mary Brown August 29, 1805 in Guil-
ford County, North Carolina.

5. Nancy Mary Brown, born August 08, 1787 in Guilford County, North Carolina; died
October 08, 1880 in Buena Vista, Shelby County, Texas. She was the daughter of 10. William
M. Brown and 11. Elizabeth Hughey.
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Notes for Stephen Marion Hairgrove:

Stephen William Hairgrove served as a Captain under General Jackson at Fort Jackson in the
War of 1812. In the spring of 1806 he and Nancy moved by ox wagon to the Duck River Pur-
chase in Bedford County, Tennessee where they reared a large family. In 1853 they moved with
a part of the family by ox wagon to Shelby County, Texas. Some of their family located in Ala-
bama, Georgia, Louisiana and Mississippi. Nancy Mary Brown Hairgrove was living in the
home of Joel Marion Hairgrove at the time of the 1860 Census of Shelby County, Texas, and in
the Joseph Harris home at the time of the 1880 Census of Shelby County, Texas.

More About Stephen Marion Hairgrove:
Burial: Buena Vista Cemetery, Shelby County, Texas

More About Nancy Mary Brown:
Burial: Buena Vista Cemetery, Shelby County, Texas

Children of Stephen Hairgrove and Nancy Brown are:

1. Asenath Tennessee Hairgrove, born June 14, 1807 in Bedford County, Tennes-
see; died 1884 in Jerico Cemetery, Shelby County, Texas; married James Harris
July 29, 1830 in Bedford County, Tennessee; born 1790; died July 12, 1860 in
Jerico Cemetery, Shelby County, Texas.

1i. Newell Adams Hairgrove, born April 20, 1810 in Bedford County, Tennessee;
died June 07, 1894; married Mary Louise Land August 24, 1837 in Aberdeen,
Mississippi.

1il. Elizabeth Hairgrove, born March 25, 1812 in Unionville, Tennessee; died No-
vember 04, 1889 in Marysville, Cook County, Texas; married (1) Dr. Jose
Marion Davis November 11, 1829 in Bedford County, Tennessee; born Un-
known; died Bef. 1849; married (2) Stratford Henry Sapp August 15, 1849 in
Shelby County, Texas; born January 01, 1802 in Augusta, Georgia; died March
12, 1884 in Marysville, Cook County, Texas.

Notes for Elizabeth Hairgrove:
Elizabeth "Betsy" Hairgrove moved with her family to Shelby County, Texas in
1844.

1v. Nancy Jane Hairgrove, born May 31, 1816 in Bedford County, Tennessee; died
September 29, 1896 in Marysville, Cooke County, Texas; married (1) William
M. Pounds Abt. 1834 in Tennessee; born September 04, 1810 in Maury, Tennes-
see; died July 03, 1851 in Buena Vista, Shelby County, Texas; married (2) John
Wankan August 05, 1855 in Shelby County, Texas; born February 14, 1823 in
Germany; died June 04, 1865 in on his farm 4 miles south of Center, Texas.
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More About Nancy Jane Hairgrove:
Fact 1: 1848, moved to Shelby County, Texas
Fact 2: September 18, 1867, moved to Marysville, Cooke County, Texas

More About William M. Pounds:
Burial: Buena Vista Cemetery, Shelby County, Texas

Permelia M. Hairgrove, born April 17, 1818.

Vashti Hairgrove, born February 17, 1820.

David Brown Hairgrove, born May 04, 1822 in Bedford County, Tennessee;
died Unknown in Nashville, Tennessee.

Stephen Porter Hairgrove, born April 12, 1824 in Bedford County, Tennessee;
died Unknown; married Miss. Mary M. Abt. 1842; born Unknown; died Un-
known.

More About Stephen Porter Hairgrove:
Military service: Co. D, 2nd Texas Cav., Mexican War

Ulysses Hairgrove, born April 26, 1826.

Mary Jane Hairgrove, born June 22, 1827 in Rutherford County, Tennessee; died
March 30, 1888; married Joseph M. Harris Abt. 1841; born March 30, 1819 in
Pennsylvania; died May 30, 1896.

More About Mary Jane Hairgrove:
Burial: Weaver Cemetery, Timpson, Shelby County, Texas

More About Joseph M. Harris:
Burial: Weaver Cemetery, Timpson, Shelby County, Texas

Joel Marion Hairgrove, born June 05, 1830 in Bedford County, Tennessee; died
December 05, 1910; married Jemima Arminda Billingsley January 26, 1860 in
Shelby County, Texas; born January 01, 1842 in Blount County, Alabama; died
September 20, 1900.

Notes for Joel Marion Hairgrove:

3rd Sergeant, Company A, Capt. Levi Truitt's 28th Regt. Texas Lancers, C.S.A.
Served from the early part of the year 1862 until after the surrender of General
Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, 1865. Teacher and County
Treasurer.

More About Joel Marion Hairgrove:
Burial: Woodlawn Cemetery, Timpson, Shelby County, Texas
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Notes for Jemima Arminda Billingsley: Teacher

More About Jemima Arminda Billingsley:
Burial: Woodlawn Cemetery, Timpson, Shelby County, Texas

xii Stephen William Hairgrove, born May 09, 1832.
xiii ~ Nellie Hairgrove, born June 07, 1834.

6. Joseph Land, born Abt. 1786 in South Carolina? died 1840 in Monroe County,
Mississippi. He was the son of 12. Isaac Land and 13. Sabrina. He married 7. Elizabeth Sulli-
van Abt. 1805 in Mississippi.

7. Elizabeth Sullivan, born Abt. 1788 in Tennessee; died 1841 in Mississippi.

More about Sabrina:
Sabrina was a full-blood Creek Indian

Children of Joseph Land and Elizabeth Sullivan are:

i Joseph Land, born Abt. 1806.

1i Rhoda Land, born Abt. 1808.

111 Elizabeth Land, born Abt. 1810.

v Mary Louise Land, born July 27, 1814 in Aberdeen, Monroe County, Missis-
sippi; died July 08, 1866; married Newell Adams Hairgrove August 24, 1837 in
Aberdeen, Mississippi.

\% Minerva Land, born Abt. 1816

vi Permelia Land, born Abt. 1818.

vii Thompson W. Land, born Abt. 1818.

viii  Jane Land, born Abt. 1820.

X James M. Land, born Abt. 1822. .

X Amanda Land, born March 03, 1825; died July 20, 1896; married Jonathan John
Shelton

Xi Henry Jerome Bonaparte Land, born April 24, 1831.

Generation No. 4

8. Stephen William Hairgrove, born August 04, 1750 in England; died February 24,
1804. He married Mary Unknown in Unknown.
9. Mary, born September 14, 1751; died August 18, 1802.

Notes for Stephen William Hairgrove:
Stephen William Hairgrove immigrated to the United States from England, settled in Newbern
District, Johnston County, North Carolina and was in the 1790 Census of North Carolina.
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Children of Stephen Hairgrove and Mary are:
1 Briton Hairgrove, born July 18, 1781.
i Burrel Hairgrove, born September 14, 1783.
il Stephen Marion Hairgrove, born July 24, 1784 in Guilford County, North Caro-
lina; died December 1, 1 1858 in Buena Vista, Shelby County, Texas; married
Nancy Mary Brown August 29, 1805 in Guilford County, North Carolina.
v William Hairgrove, born September 17, 1786.

10. William M. Brown, born April 17, 1752 in Brown Summit, North Carolina; died Au-
gust 14, 1812 in Guilford Court House National Military Park, N.C. He married 11. Elizabeth
Hughey Abt. 1777 in Unknown.

11. Elizabeth Hughey, born May 20, 1753; died April 12, 1808.

Notes for William M. Brown:
William M. Brown served as Captain and Colonel in the Continental Army of the U.S.A. during
the American Revolution.

Children of William Brown and Elizabeth Hughey are:
i Abigail Brown, born September 14, 1779.
i Nancy Mary Brown, born August 08, 1787 in Guilford County, North Carolina;
died October 08, 1880 in Buena Vista, Shelby County, Texas; married Stephen
Marion Hairgrove August 29, 1805 in Guilford County, North Carolina.
111 William Brown, born October 02, 1789.

12. Isaac Land, born Abt. 1748. He married 13. Sabrina Abt. 1767.
13. Sabrina, born Abt. 1748

Notes about Sabrina:
Sabrina was a full-blood Creek-Cherokee Indian

Children of Isaac Land and Sabrina are:
1 Isaac Land, born Abt. 1768.
ii Richard Land, born Abt. 1770.
111 female Land, born Abt. 1772.
v Benjamin Land, born 1776.
v Joseph Land, born Abt. 1786 in South Carolina? died 1840 in Monroe County,
Mississippi; married Elizabeth Sullivan Abt. 1805 in Mississippi.

By Flo Anel Grayson, 608 E. Manning St., Oakwood, TX 75855-5313. Used by permission.
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Lost and Neglected Cemeteries in Cherokee County, Texas

The following is a list of the cemeteries documented in some form in Cherokee County, Texas
that cannot be located on the ground. If you know the location and/or the history of any of the
cemeteries, please contact Gordon Bennett, Cherokee County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box
1332, Jacksonville, TX 75766-1332, 903-586-0135, ccgs@suddenlink.net.

CEMETERY NAME

Alexander

Augusta
Ball (Maydelle)

Bradshaw
Brooks Williams

Butcher Family
Clapp

Conway

Dear Place
Egbert

Green

Herring Family
Holsomback

Morrill AKA Hoot

Kennedy Plot

Lone Star

Manning AKA Graveyard Hill

Neches River Bottom (Ezell)

LATITUDE-LONGITUDE
?

Description of Location

In Jacksonville City Cemetery (?) on
a hill by the fence near the back.

Near Priscilla

CR 2120, approximately 3 miles SE
of Maydelle on private posted prop-
erty on a dirt road in the back woods,
near 31.758507,-95.316657?

No site reference

Located on Brooks Williams hoime-
place near Alto

Near Rusk

Rusk, no site reference

Alto

West of Alto (Archie Dear Place)
No site reference

6 mi. NE of Alto on private farm;
only twp members of Green family

No site reference

Old Highway north of Wells about
1.5 mils on Melvin Burroughs farm

CR 2712, off FM 1911, 2 mi. W of
Hwy 69 (Morrill Community) -GPS
coordinates approximate 31.592405,-
95.059661

Hwy 110 (N of Ponta, on the Frances
Miller Lester Place, W of Highway
110)

FM 235 & CR 2274 (NE of Rusk,
near Ponta) Thompson plot??

FM 851, 7 miles NE of Alto, north of
Central High Community, on a hill
known as Graveyard Hill, near
31.748358, -95.031482?

Hwy 84, graves on Ezell Land,
Neches River bottom W of Jackson-
ville



TREE TALK Volume 42 Issue 2

Winter 2016-2017  Page 52

Lost and Neglected Cemeteries in Cherokee County, Texas

Odom Farm

Old Cunningham

Pine Hill CME

Sickenberger

Smith

Smryl plot

Stephen Smith Family Plot

Terrell

Thompson Plot

Todd Graves

Warren

Watching Rock Cemetery

Waters Graves

White

?

CR 2138 (T.H. Odom farm, May-
delle), between Union Grove Ceme-
tery and Mt. Comfort Cemetery

CR 3305, about 2 miles east of
Corine cemetery (on Bearden Ranch)
app;roximate 31.985102, -
95.367525?

No site reference

HWY 69 S of Rusk, 1/4 mile N of
the southbound roadside park on the
W side of hwy.

Hwy 110 5 mi. N of New Summer-
field (Blackhack) 0.25 mi. SE of
school

FM 747 SE of Pierces Chapel in the
woods possibly nnear 31.868093,
-95.359500?

3 mi. N of Rusk

Hwy 21, about 1 mi. E of Linwood
(N of Hwy 21)

FM 235, Thompson Farm, between
Stryler Lake and Walker’s Chapel,
on the south side of FM 235, ata
sharp corner, 31.947835, -
95.037110? Lone Star?

Hwy 69 (Todd Farm near New Bir-
mingham)

CR 3220 (S of Hwy 79) dirt road
toward Neches River, 0.75 mi.

Jacksonville

Hwy 21, E of Linwood
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The Family of Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach
By Tim D. Taylor

My great grandfather was Thomas Jefferson "TJ" Roach (1825-1891). TJ had a most interest-
ing, sometimes tragic, life. He had five wives (one at a time) and outlived them all except the
last one, Kate Bobbitt Roach, who was my great grandmother. Our family is in possession of a
number of letters dated between 1853 and 1919 that chronicle a portion of our family history
and which my cousins and I would like to share with the Cherokee County Genealogy Society
(CCGS) and the Cherokee County Historical Commission. Besides myself, Those cousins are
Beth Shirley of Coppell, Texas, Cookie Scotia and David Roach, both of Maydelle, and Jason
Roach of Lindale, Texas.

Thomas Jefferson Roach was born on the family farm in Orange county, Virginia in 1825, the
son of William Roach (1802-1875) and Jenney Tincey Rowe (1786-1843). TJ had four sisters.
The farmhouse, built ca. 1735, is still occupied and the surrounding land along the Rapidan
river is still being farmed, although the property is no longer in the family.

TJ Roach and his first wife, Ellis (Allice) Farish (1823-1860), were married in 1845 and moved
to Cherokee County, Texas from Orange County, Virginia in 1852. They already had two chil-
dren. Three more would be born in Texas. They bought 640 acres of land near present day
Maydelle in partnership with his brother-in-law, John D. Farish (1817-ca.1855), who had mar-
ried TJ's sister, Mary Keeling Roach (1829-1858). It didn't take long for Ellis to learn to dislike
life in Texas and longed to return to her beloved Virginia. On a much anticipated trip back to
Virginia in 1860, Ellis died and was buried somewhere along the trail. TJ proceeded on to Vir-
ginia with their infant daughter, Mary Ellis "Mollie". While in Virginia, TJ married one of
Ellis's younger sisters, Sallie M. Farish (1833-1861 or '62), and took her back to Texas. They
left Mollie with Sallie's mother, Clementine Farish, never to see the child again.

Sallie died sometime after arriving in Cherokee county, probably between 1861 and 1863, with-
out having any children. TJ joined the 35th Texas Calvary as a first sergeant in 1863 and it is
believed he served until the end of the civil war. Upon returning to Cherokee county, he built
the house in which he lived until his death in 1891. That house is still occupied today.

After Sallie's death, TJ married Josephine Broome (1840-?), daughter of Cicero and Mary
Broome, in February 1865 and they had four children, two of which are believed to have died
young. Josephine's date of death is unknown, but it was sometime after their last son, Gus Wal-
lace Roach, was born in 1871. TJ married Elizabeth Bobbitt (1840-?) of Anderson county,
Texas in 1876. Elizabeth died giving birth to twins, who also died. TJ then married Elizabeth's
half sister, Kate Bobbitt, who was my great grandmother, and they had three children, including
my grandfather, also named Thomas Jefferson Roach, but known as "Tom". After TJ's death in
1891, Kate Bobbitt Roach married John T. Jones of Rusk, Texas and they had children together.
She lived until around 1919.

(continued on page 68)
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to Sallie M. Farish

Editor’s note: This is a sample of the letter that Tim Taylor transcribed. Some of the fragments are
out of order compared to the transcription.
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to Sallie M. Farish

Woodlawn  June 4, 1853
My Dear Sister,

I received your kind letter the 28 of May and was glad to hear that you all were well I also re-
ceived one from Mary not long since. This leaves us very well. Keeling received a letter from
Nan a few days since. They were all well and in fine spirits. Bet is with Nan yet. She will be
home in a short time. William Hoe(?) is charmed with Magnolia but I judge from the complex-
ion of the people it is a very sickly village; everyone except those that live there say it is very
unhealthy. They will find out in a few months whether or not it is healthy. The water is very
indifferent there.

Mel was well when I heard from her last. I believe she is much pleased with Texas. Mr. Cohn
is going to merchandising in Pine Bluff some distance from us. We have not heard from Mr.
Conway since we parted in New Orleans. I must now tell you about the marriage. The lady we
bought of was married not long since to a widower with seven children. They were married in
church after preaching. She a lady raised in high life, he an old back woods fellow. The old
man when he was courting would sit by her all day and hold her hand occasionally. They were
more sickening than any young couple you ever saw. Her son was violently opposed to the
match. He was married on Wed. and she the Sunday following. She went to his wedding but
did not tell him when hers would take place. He is a fine young man.

Brother John' and Mr. Roach are busily engaged laying by their corn. Corn is looking fine, cot-
ton came up badly. They have ploughed up a third of it and planted it over. The weather is
very warm at this time. Rain is badly needed. Jean® is standing by and says I must send her
love to Aunt Clemie. She often speaks of you all and asks where grandma is. She calls the old
lady that lived with us grandma. The old lady thinks a great deal of her.

Hetty writes that poor Bettie Gravis has lost her mind entirely. She has made several attempts
to kill herself. I was very sorry to hear it, she was an amiable woman. I wrote to Mrs. Wallace
not long since and to Aunt Polly. Jean® often asks when Aunt Polly is coming to see us. She
says this is not her home, says she left her home. I expect that you are enjoying the May cher-
ries and apples. Something that we are deprived of . We have a fine garden, the finest Irish po-
tatoes I ever saw.

A line of telegraph will pass by here in a short time and it is thought the stages will run this
road next winter. If so this will be a stage stand. We take in a good many travelers now. It
helps us very much. But for the travelers we would have a lonesome time. The roses attracts
the attention of most every traveler. They are so rare in this neighborhood.

We want to go to Mr. Hodricks this evening to get some plums. Ours are not ripe yet. We will
have peaches in abundance this year. Iwish you could see little Georgey’. He is the wildest
child to his age I ever saw. He can walk very well and talk a little. He is as fat as a little pig

1 John Farish. 2Eugenia Roach, b. 1849., 3George William Roach, b.1851
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Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to Sallie M. Farish
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to Sallie M. Farish

Dear Salli¢®, I am anxiously waiting for the expiration of five years that I may behold my loved
home once more, for it is dearer to me than any spot on earth. Texas is a fine country to make
money, but money never bothered me. I do not intend to advise anyone to come here for fear
they may not be satisfied. They must come and see for themselves. The society here is very
different to what I have been used to: great many people are coming here to look at the country,
some like and some go back where they came from , satisfied to stay there. A great many from
Georgia, Ala., and Miss.

The servants are tolerably well satisfied. John has left his wife. Says he does not intend to have
anything more to do with these heathen negroes. Jim says he wants Mr. R. to make haste and
get rich and go back home. While we were all sea sick Mrs. Conways servants and Aggy were
talking about home and Ag said if she had wings she would fly back to old Miss. to get sect ta-
ters. She and Elisen A. were the only females but what were sick. I should like to see Mrs.
Conoway though we were all so sick I could not help being amused at her when she was at her
sickest. Would be the time she would quarrel the most about Ellet Conways advise to go to sea
knowing he had had the trial of seasickness.

Dear Sallie, this is my week to keep house and I have enough to employ myself about. Elisa
cooks and washes and Aggy milks and works out. Both of them have grown very much. We
do not have anyone except Joe. Servants hire very high here. A woman cook hires for 120$ a
year. Servants do not sell much higher here than they do in Richmond. Jimmie wrote to
brother John and wanted to know if Texas was much of a country for children. You never see a
woman pass the road but what she has a baby in her arms. Great many people moving west
carry gangs of children by hire. Some look doleful, I can assure you. And go to church and
you see all sizes, some heads as large as my fist.

Give my love to Jimme Beck and Cousin Beck when you see them. Tell them they must write
me, any news will interest me from my old neighborhood. Tell Hosie I saw one of his old ac-
quaintances from Miss. not long since. I forgot his name, he said he was well acquainted with
Uncle Edmunds and family. He said he had gained that long law suit. Several gentlemen have
staid all night with us that was well acquainted with him. We also hear from Cousin Hazel-
wood Farish. He stands very high. Dear Sister I must close this poor letter by saying that
Brother John, Keeling and Mr. Roach join me in much love to Mama and all of my brothers and
sisters, neighbors and friends. Farwell my dear sister, if we meet no more on earth may we be
prepared to meet our dear Father and Sister where parting will be no ore. Your ever devote sis-
ter.

Ellis’ D. Roach

PS give my best respects to all the servants

Remember me affectionately to Miss Betsy

“Sallie Farish, later T J Roach’s second wife, > Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to Sallie M. Farish




TREE TALK  Volume 42 Issue 2 Winter 2016-2017  Page 59

Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to Sallie M. Farish
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to her brother believed to be William Penn Taylor Farish
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to her brother believed to be William Penn Taylor Farish

Woodlawn March 7" 1855
My Dear Brother
As I have never written to you I feel it my duty to devote a few of my leisure moments scratch-
ing a few lines to you. I received Bettys letter last mail which was very consoling to me to hear
from my distant home. I have received letters for the last there mails, none from Sallie, Bettie,
and George. The mail boy calls every Wednesday to leave our papers and letters. We have no
trouble to send for them. This leaves all well with the exception of Keeling. She has a very bad
cold. She and Mr. Roach and Jean have just returned from Magnolia. They spent upwards of a
week, with Nan and Bet. They left them all quite well. Billy is looking better than he was last
fall. Magnolia is thought to be a very unhealthy situation, it is a very small village, and there
has been forty odd deaths since Billy has been living there. They call it a town. It is just about

such a town as Meadow Hill and as large
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to her brother believed to be William Penn Taylor Farish
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to her brother believed to be William Penn Taylor Farish

but one good house and that has been built since we came here. The balance cabins most of
them the drolest kind. So you may judge what sort of a looking town it is.

Mr. Cone spend nearly four weeks with us since Christmas and the day before he was to have
left his horse disappeared and has not been seen or heard of since. It was turned out with our
horses several times that day. He turned it out himself; we think that someone stole him and
rode his off. Mr. C has been very unfortunate as well as the rest of us; he says he does not like
Texas. An honest man cannot do anything in Texas. He presented me a nice calico dress when
he came. He never comes to see us but he brings presents for some of us.

Tell Mama she has another Texas grandson, though it is no rarity to her. We have not named it
yet. Betty wanted to know if Georgys hair reached like it did when he left home. It does not
reach but he is a fine looking boy. John Tomas is equally as good looking. Jean is more like
you than anyone else. She reminds me very often of you when you were small through she is

much wilder
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Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to her brother believed to be William Penn Taylor Farish
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Thomas Jefferson (TJ) Roach Family Letters
Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to her brother believed to be William Penn Taylor Farish

than you were; she is almost as wild as a deer.

My dear brother, I would give a great deal to see you all. It seems to have been a long time
since I left my dear home. Time is tedious with me, I can assure you, but I hope to see the time
come when I shall see my home and friends once more for I would rather be poor in Virginia
than rich in Texas. We have but a short time to live and we had as well spend that time with
our friends for life is very uncertain. Oh that I may be prepared to meet my god when he shall
see fit to take me from the sinful world.

Mr. Roach and brother John are busy making preparations for another crop. They have planted
some corn and potatoes. They are making preparations for a large crop. We hire only two ser-
vants this year. One girl and a boy. Servants hire very high here. It is nothing for women to
hire for $150. It is too much. They cannot clear anything. We hired Joe two years, gave $70
for him.

Our garden is looking very well. We have plenty of celery yet. I suppose you have heard that

Jimmie Thornton was married a gentleman from this
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Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to her brother believed to be William Penn Taylor Farish
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Ellis (Allice) Farish Roach letter to her brother believed to be William Penn Taylor Farish
neighborhood. Told Brother John that he married a poor widow. I have nothing more worth
writing at present. Mr. Roach, Brother J & Keeling join me in love to Mama and all of my
brothers and sisters. Farwell my dear brother, may the choicest blessings rest on you is the sin-
cere wishes of your ever devoted sister.

Ellis D Roach
Tell the children to write to brother John. He has not written but one letter since the gun house
was burnt. Write to Brother J.  Farewell,

EDR

Transcribed by Tim D. Taylor.
Used by permission of Beth Shirley of Coppell, Texas, Cookie Scotia and David Roach, both of Maydelle, Jason
Roach of Lindale, Texas, and Tim D. Taylor, Bullard, Texas.
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(contined from page 53)

During his life, TJ was a farmer, slave owner, a sawmill owner, an esquire, a soldier, Postmas-
ter of Pine Town (near present day Maydelle), Trustee of Pine Town school, a notary public,
and husband to five pioneering women. He performed marriages and raised children from three
of his five wives.

In transcribing the first two of our family letters presented here, I made no attempt to correct
spelling but I did add some punctuation to make them more readable. Both letters were written
by TJ's first wife, Ellis. The first was to her sister, Sallie, who would later become TJ's second
wife, and the second letter was to one of her brothers. There is uncertainty as to how many
brothers Ellis had, but I believe this letter was to her youngest sibling, William Penn Taylor
Farish (1837-1892).

Unraveling this family history is a work in progress and I apologize in advance for any mistakes
or misinterpretations.

Tim D. Taylor

timdtaylor22@gmail.com
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Publications available through CHEROKEE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 1332, Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332

__ 1850 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS & MORTALITY SCHEDULE, by Sue Taylor, 76 pgs, (1986)indexed

ISBN 1-931167-05-2 $10.00
_ 1860 CHEROKEE CO. FED CENSUS & SLAVE SCHEDULE, 131 pgs, indexed. ISBN 1-931167-06-0 $11.00
1870 Cherokee County Federal Census, Agricultural Schedule, Mortality Schedule and Tax Rolls, by Sue Vaughn Taylor and Ira Gaylon

White, 150 pages (1999) indexed ISBN 1-931167-07-9 $11.00
__ 1880 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS, by Sue Taylor, 504 pgs. plus pgs of column explanations & abbreviation explanations:

other introductory pgs., (1983) indexed. ISBN 1-931167-09-7 $38.00
___ 1910 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS, by Bobbie Berry Dowling & Ira Gaylon White, 265 pgs, plus 3 pgs of column explanations,

(1998), indexed ISBN 1-931167-09-5 $24.00
___ AN ALBUM OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX MEN & WOMEN WHO SERVED IN WW 11, THE KOREAN CONFLICT OR

VIET NAM (1994), navy with white imprint, red tape binder, 260 pgs., softbound, indexed. ISBN 1-931167-00-1 $21.00
_ Cemeteries of NW Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book I  ISBN 978-1-931167-46-8 $10.00
_ Cemeteries of Jacksonville, and others by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book2  ISBN 978-1-931167-41-3 $ 8.00
__ Cemeteries of NE Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book3  ISBN 978-1-931167-38-3 $17.00
_ Cemeteries of Mid Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book4  ISBN 978-1-931167-35-2 $10.00
_ Cemeteries of Southern Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book 5  ISBN 978-1-931167-44-4 $ 8.00
__ CHEROKEE COUNTY DEATH RECORDS, 1903-1945, by IdaLee D. Edmiston (1998) 351 pgs., softbound, approximately

alphabetical ISBN 1-931167-10-9 $22.00

___ Church Book for Church of Christ at Salem Edgefield District South Carolina To Sardis Baptist Church at Cherokee County, Texas A.D.
1836- A.D. 1941: copy of original handwritten minutes, names of members, pastors; 260 letter-size pages, softbound, 3rd
edition, (2006) indexed by Sue Taylor & Bobbie Dowling ISBN 1-931167-15-X LCCN 2006928721 $24.00
__ CHURCH BOOK OF PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH CHEROKEE CO., TX. VOL. 1, Sep. 1854 to Feb. 1921. Copy of
original handwritten minutes of the church, names of pastors, roster of members, obituary notices on some members,
introductory pages includes a brief history of the church, surrounding area, and map of location, 452 pgs, (1992), softbound,
indexed. ISBN 1-931167-01-X $39.00
__ CHURCH BOOK OF PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH, CHEROKEE CO., TX. VOL. II, Mar. 1921 to Apr. 1961. Copy
of original handwritten minutes of the church, names of pastors, roster of members, obituary notices on some members,
(Introductory pgs. the same as VOL. I above), 500 pgs, softbound, indexed ISBN 1-931167-02-8 $45.00
__ CHURCH BOOK OF ROCKY SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, CHEROKEE CO., TX 1871-1912, copy of original
handwritten minutes, names of pastors, roster of members, 351 pgs, softbound, (1991) indexed by IdaLee Derrett Edmiston

ISBN 1-931167-03-6 $32.00
__ CIVIL WAR RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, VOL. 1. by Ogreta W. Huttash, 93 pgs, (1982). Most complete list from

soldiers from Cherokee county available, plus interesting documents from individuals, softbound, indexed. $14.00
__CIVIL WAR RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, VOL. 11, PENSIONS. by Ogreta W. Huttash, 115 pgs, (1982). Summary of

over 700 pension applications by veterans & widows who lived in Cherokee County, softbound, indexed. $15.00

_ COMMISSIONERS COURT MINUTES, No. 1, Cherokee co., TX, 12 Oct. 1846 through a called session 4 Feb. 1850. A verbatim
copy which lists the first 37 land certificates, precincts and their boundaries, patrol captain, road workers, overseers,

prisoners, etc. 86 pgs, by Ogreta W. Huttash, (I 989) softbound, indexed $12.00

___ Early probates & wills of Cherokee County, compiled from the original papers by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-47-5
$20.00
__Federal Census of Cherokee County, 1870 by Helen Crawford, 154 pages (1983) plus surname index. $10.00

_ FIRST RECORDED MINUTES OF THE DISTRICT COURT OF CHEROKEE CO., TX A verbatim copy of the original book in
the office of the Dist. clerk, Rusk, TX Oct. 1846 through Nov. 1848, by Ogreta W. Huttash, 112 pgs, (1987), softbound,

indexed $12.00
__ GRAVE MARKER INDEX FOR CHEROKEE COUNTY TEXAS, (2000), by Ira Gaylon White, edited by Gordon Bennett. An
alphabetical listing of 29,484 markers from 15 published sources. 476 pgs., softbound, ISBN 0-9703085-7-4 $26.00
__ GRAVE MARKER INDEX FOR CHEROKEE COUNTY TEXAS, (2000), by Ira Gaylon White, edited by Gordon Bennett. An
alphabetical listing of 29,484 markers from 15 published sources. 1 CD-ROM, ISBN 1-931167-12-5 $15.00
__HISTORICAL MARKERS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX. by Ogreta W. Huttash. Contains inscriptions on the 103 state
approved markers erected before 1995. 2000 edition, full name index. $12.00
$30.00
_Index to TREE TALK, May 1980 through December 1990, compiled by Sylvia Booth Acker and Ira Gaylon White, edited by
Gordon Bennett (2004), 146 pgs., softbound, ISBN 1-931167-33-8, LCCN 2004104368 $12.00

__Jacksonville Daily Progress Obituary Index 1984-2013 compiled by staff of Jacksonville Public Library edited by Gordon Bennett.
An alphabetical listing of 18,103 obituaries published in the Jacksonville Daily Progress, Jacksonville, Texas.
LCCN : 2014932852, ISBN: 9781931167543 $8.00
_Larissa College 1857-1860 (This material is a compiled book of articles printed of Larissa College, and in 1915 it was said that
this was the only material on the college. It has the names of the Board, teachers, visitors & children.)

by Helen Crawford $ 7.00
___Marriage Records of Cherokee County Texas 1905-1931 (2001) by Sylvia Booth Acker, Melva Hermes, and Ira Gaylon White.

Edited by Gordon Bennett. A listing of 8,192 marriages 262 pgs., softbound, ISBN 1-931167-14-1 $22.00
__Marriage Records of Cherokee County Texas 1905-1931 (2001) by Sylvia Booth Acker, Melva Hermes, and Ira Gaylon White.

Edited by Gordon Bennett. A listing of 8,192 marriages. 1| CD-ROM, ISBN 1-931167-16-8 $15.00

__ MARRIAGE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, 1846-1880, VOL. 1. by Ogreta W. Huttash. 100 pgs, copyright 1974, fifth Printing,
1985, Approximately 4,000 marriages alphabetically by name of groom: full-name index of brides. $10.00
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Publications available through CHEROKEE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 1332, Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332

___Marriage s of Cherokee County, 1884-1890 by Helen Wooddell Crawford
_ MARRIAGE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, 1881-1905, VOL. 11. by Ogreta W. Huttash. 127 pgs, copyright 1976,

Approximately 5800 marriages alphabetically by name of groom: full-name index of brides. ISBN 978-1-931167-53-6
__National Tomato Capital 305 pgs Tomato history in Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford

__Newspaper Obituaries from early papers 1889-1908 Bk.1 166 pgs by Helen Wooddell CrawfordISBN 1-931167-18-4

_ Newspaper Obits 1910-1921, Bk 2 309 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-29-X

_ Newspaper Obits assorted dates Bk3 260 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-30-3
_Newspaper Obits Bk.4 469 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-31-1

_ Newspaper Obits 1972-1984 Bk 5 495 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-32-X

_ Newspaper Obits 1922-1925 Bk 6 182 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-25-3
_ Newspaper Obits assorted dates Bk 7 368 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-50-5
_ Newspaper Obits 1991 & part of 1990 Bk 8 256 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ~ ISBN 978-1-931167-49-9
_Newspaper Obits 1992 Bk 9 194 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-51-2
_Newspaper Obits 1993 Bk 10 209 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-23-0

__ Newspaper Obits 1994 Bk 11 206 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-22-2
___Newspaper Obits 1995 Bk 12 205 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-43-7
__ Newspaper Obits 1996 Bk 13 226 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-21-4

__ Newspaper Obits 1997 Bk 14 197 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-20-6

_ Newspaper Obits 1998 Bk 15 205 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-39-0
___Newspaper Obits 1999 Bk 16 196 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-19-2

_ Newspaper Obits 2000 Bk 17 215 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-40-0
__Newspaper Obits 2001 Bk 18 221 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford , soft cover, Indexed ISBN 1-931167-13-3
_ Newspaper Obits 1926-1931 Bk 19 177 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ~ ISBN 1-931167-17-6

_ Newspaper Obituaries Index of Cherokee County, Texas 1836-2001 BOOKS 1-19 by Helen Wooddell Crawford
ISBN 1-931167-36-2

_Newspaper Obituaries Index of Cherokee County, Texas 1836-2001 BOOKS 1-19 CD-ROM by Helen Wooddell Crawford
ISBN 1-931167-37-0,

$5.00

$10.00
$29.00
$15.00
$18.00
$20.00
$42.00
$25.00
$16.00
$45.00
$20.00
$16.00
$10.00
$11.00
$16.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$11.00
$11.00
$14.00

$22.00

$15.00

__ NORTHWEST CHEROKEE CO. CEMETERIES, VOL. 1, 20 cemeteries (1997), by Ira Gaylon White, 253 pgs, softbound, indexed

ISBN 0-9703095-8-2

$23.00

_ NORTHWEST CHEROKEE CO. CEMETERIES, VOL. 2. 25 cemeteries (1997), by Ira Gaylon White, 288 pgs, softbound, indexed

ISBN 0-9703085-9-0

___ OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 1, 250 pgs., (1982), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-1-5

__ OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 2, 252 pgs., (1982), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-2-3

___ OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 3, 176 pgs., (1986), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-3-1

___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 4, 222 pgs., (1991), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-4-X

__ OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 5, 247 pgs., (1996), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-5-8

___ OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 6, 168 pgs. (2000), indexed. ISBN 0-9703085-6-6

___ PROBATE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX, MINUTE BOOK A, 1870-1881 and DOCKET A and DOCKET B.,
1867-1887 by Ogreta W. Huttash, 125 pages (2004), Softbound, Indexed.

_ PROBATE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX 1846- ca 1875 by Ogreta W. Huttash, 200 pages (1998) Includes estates,

$26.00
$22.00
$21.00
$14.00
$16.00
$21.00
$17.00

$12.00

settlements, guardianships for minors, community property of decedents, heirs, and the name of the surviving spouse. Slaves

in estate settlements are indexed under the name of the owner. Softbound, indexed 978-1-931167-52-9
__Providence Cemetery Cherokee County Texas by Sylvia Booth Acker and Willie Harold Acker, Sr.,
__Saga of Cherokee County, Texas. Book 1 indexed 417 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-26-5
_Saga of Cherokee Book 2 1910-1921 indexed 491 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-24-9
__Saga of Cherokee, Book 3 ass'td dates, indexed 433 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford
_Saga of Cherokee Book 4 1922-1925, indexed 504 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-48-2
_Saga of Cherokee Book 5, ass'td dates, indexed 471 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN-10 1-931167-34-6
__Saga of Cherokee and World War I, Book 6 indexed 256 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford
__Saga of Cherokee County and Pioneer Life Book 7, indexed, 167 pgs, by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-28-1
__Some Descendants of Isaac Lee by Ogreta W. Huttash, 1994, 144 p, ill, LCCN 94227079

_ TREE TALK, THE FIRST FIVE YEARS, May 12,1975 through April 30,1980. Contains a brief history of the organization of the

Cherokee County Genealogical Society, charter membership roster, etc.. (1995), full name index (1998)
ISBN 1-931167-11-7

_ Tree Talk, Volume I through Vol. 25, No. 3. (2000) Contains the complete text (about 3600 pages) of the 25 years of this
publication. 2 CD-ROMs. ISBN 0-9703085-0-7, ISSN 1551-0514, LCCN 2004204271

__ Tyler Courier-Times-Telegraph 1950 Mid Century Edition. 275 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-42-0

$14.00
$10.00
$33.00
$44.00
$25.00
$34.00
$45.00
$28.00
$16.00
$15.00

$11.00

$30.00
$15.00
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Order Form

This form may be used when ordering books from CCGS. Include .0825 tax (for TX residents only) on each
item in the catalog. Also POSTAGE & HANDLING CHARGE of $3.50 for the first book plus $1.00 for each
additional book ordered at the same time. List the book or books you wish to order and show the total amount be-
low.

Organizations exempt from Texas Sales and Use Tax must provide Taxpayer Number or FEI Number and a com-
pleted Texas Sales and Use Tax Exemption Certificate with each order.

Your Name:

Address: E-Mail
(Street address or P.O. Box)

(city or town) (state) (9-digit Zip code)

Taxpayer number or FEI Number

Total amount of order $

State sales Tax

(if applicable) $

Postage & Handling $

TOTAL ENCLOSED $

Mail to: Cherokee County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 1332

Jacksonville, TX 75766-1332

Order online at: http://mkt.com/cherokee-county-genealogical-society
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Membership Application

CHEROKEE COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Post Office Box 1332
Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332

Annual membership dues are $20.00 (single) and $25.00 for a two-member household. The membership year
ends August 31, 2017. Membership entitles you to four quarterly issues of our publication Tree Talk. Tree Talk is
normally published the first week of October, January, April and July of each fiscal year. Members joining after
the first issue is published will receive all issues of Tree Talk, but back issues of Tree Talk will be mailed with the
next issue unless $1.00 for special handling is enclosed. The Society meets the second Monday of the months Sep-
tember through May at First United Methodist Church, 1031 SE Loop 456 Jacksonville, Texas at 5 p.m.

Date of Application Paid through 8/31/
Single Membership $20.00 New Member
Two-Member household $25.00 Renewal
Name:

Address:

City: State: 9-digit Zip Code
Phone Number (include area code): E-mail Address

Maiden Name (if applicable)

Surnames you are researching;

Gift of , bill to:
Complete the information above, make out your check, and mail to:

Cherokee County Genealogical Society
Post Office Box 1332

Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332



