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Editor’s Letter

Our Vice President, George W. Martin, is also the President of the Booker T.
Washington Alumni Association, Alto, Texas. He recently led the effort to publish
an alumni book honoring students, faculty, staff and others who want to preserve
the history of segregated Black Schools of Southern Cherokee County.

As part of his research, George found a Thesis in Education submitted in Partial
fulfillment of the Requirements for a Degree of Bachelor of Science in the division
of Arts and Sciences of the PRAIRIE VIEW STATE NORMAL AND INDUSTRI-
AL COLLEGE, Prairie View, Texas, (May 1939). Charles O’Neal Bradley wrote
“A History of Booker T. Washington School Alto, Texas”.

The Thesis 1s the lead article in this 1ssue of TREE TALK.

George also wrote the introduction to the Booker T. Washington Alumni Associa-
tion book. This introduction also tells the history of the “grit and determination to
establish the communities of New Hope (Alto), St. Thomas Chapel, Bradford
Mountain, Linwood, Sweet Union, Weeping Mary (The Flat) and Morrill “. This
section begins on page 132.

I hope you enjoy this issue of TREE TALK.
Gordon Bennett, Editor
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A History of Booker T. Washington School Alto, Texas
By Charles O’Neal Bradley
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Dedioation

To the memory of my father, John J,
Bradley, who departed this life Dece
ember 19, 1935, I do humbly dedicate

this thesis,
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Introduction

A+ Purpose of Study
The history of the Booker T. Washington High

Sehool, Alto, Texas is written because the author
feels that there is a need for records of the develope
ment of such institutions., =Especially is this true

of institutions which have rendered valuable service
to a ooﬁmﬁnitj over a long period of time.

The purpose of this study is to show how the
school has progressed from its beginning in early past
slavery days, and to trace its development to the present
time,

Included in the study 1s a list of all the
persons who have served as teachers in the school since
its beginning up to and including those teaching in the
school at the present,

‘Thesu teachers are listed in ohronogqgioai order.
Note is also made as to the preparation of teachers at
the time of téeir ouﬁloymnnt in the school. . _

No attempt is made to distort facts in order that
this thesis mi ht reflsnt undue oredit to the school,
nor to the people of the community which it serves, but
the facts are stated as found by the author,

The study also inclufes all extra curricular
activities that have been or that are now included in

the school program, as well as an account of the fame
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of clubs that served as a part of the ocurrioculum,
lgthod of Proccedure

In attempting to obtain the information necessary
to make this study, the author sent guestionnaires
to persons whom he falt were capable of givipg the
desired and needed information,

Aside from the material collected in this manner,
the author personally interviewed people who were stue
dents of the first free school in 1876, and otrer
people who had been students 1n'tho sohool at various
times sinoce theh, Gome of the teacher: who had taught
in the »nhool were also interviewed., Among the teachers
interviewed was one who had taught in the school as
far back as the term 1887-1888,

iguroe of Date

These data were ougpllmnntoh by information obe

teined from the office of the eounty superintendent in
Rusk, Texas, and from minutes kept by the parents
ﬁoaohoraAaaaooiailon and other organizetions whioh
worked at various tires in conuection with the school.
A small amount of information was obtained from a

' History of Cherokee Oounty.l All this information was
supplimented by the writer's personal knowledge of the
school, gained throush attendance in the school and age
sociation with members of the faculty and_student body
for a period of more than twenty years,

"WW by Hettie L Roach, Southwest

EREW
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A HISTORY OF BOOKER T, WASHINGTON SCHOOL
ALTO, TEXAS

The Booker T, Washington High School, Alto,
Texas, had i{ts real beginuing in a small pay school
organized by Jim “tuddlefield in 1874, a former Negro
slave who had learned to read, "‘-‘.. and to do problems
in arithmetic through his association with his mester's
children., In this private school tultion charies of
firty=cents per month was payable in eash or in commode
ities which the students poscessed that would aid the
school master in his effort to maintain his liveli-
hood in an economic situation to which he nor other
members of the community had not deen wholly able to
ad just themselves,

From a personal interview with the few survivors
who attended this "First School", the writer found
that Stubblefield ocould do little more thon read, write
his own name, and solve the simplect problems in arithe
metic, In reality, the teaching amounted to little
more than training the ehildren to 4o the things he
had learned to do, The books used was the bible and
for arithmetic only the simplest problems that the
teacher could manke up; as thaere were no text dbooks
available, '

Through the interest oreated by this private
school and thmh the desire of the people of tle come
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munity to attain the things of life which would aid
th;m.throughont life, enough enthusiasm was worked up
in the community in the spring and summer of 1876

to orsanize a school district, With the aid of the
sounty judge, who, at that time served as county
school superintendent, plans were made for a Free
Publie School.

Throuch the leadership of P, E, Sclman, Jack
Jordan, Brown Mitehell and Alfred Gipson the community
people ocame togotherAand selected a one room log house
from logs that had been used as a kitchen fro the slaves
of one Sam Harrison, This buillding was located one and
one-eighth mile north of the town of Alto and on property
now serving as a cemetary.

The free school was officially opened in October
of 1876 with Jim Stubblefield as teacher and with an
enrollment of approximately thirty students, The
above named men of the community served as trustees with
she exocep%ion of Alfred Gibson.

The requirements for teaching at this time
consist of appearing before the county judge anéd cone
vineing him of one's sbility to read and write one's
nere.

The school was eommunity supported and was open to
both boys and girls between the ages of eight and
aixtoeh years, For those students seventeen years of

age a fee of one dollar per month was charged.
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The school year was made up of two terms, One
of the months beginning in Ooctober after orops were
gathered and the other two months during July and
August, Yaking in all & term of about six months,

The curriculum was composed of the three R's,
Webster blue back speller, MoGuffies's realder, and any
kind of arithmetic that the studest wes eble to ac-
quire, -

The school building had no equipment whioh would
aid the student in his search for knowledge. All
writing ané arithmetio was done on slates owned by
the inalvldﬁtl himselr,

Stubb;efleld was replaced by Dan Tidwell who had
had the privilege of attending high school in Marshall,
Texas, and was able to 4o a higher grade of work than
Atubblefield, The salary of the vmohor was twentye
five dollars per month and with the fee colleot«d from
the over-age students ranga® around thirty-dollars.

The people who are living today and who were
students at that tire speak of those first temchers
in glowing terms and seem to think that they were very
efficieht for thet tire,

By 1861, due to an inorease in enrollment from
thirty to sixtye-five, a larger bullding and an additional
teacher were noeded, At this tirme & large ocommunity
house was constructed whioh served as both‘- church and
& school, From records made available by the eonnty
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superintendent it was learned that the school opened
in 1881 with two teachers, with the aid and support of
the state., By this time, the available readers were
graded and treining throush the fifth and sixth grades
was offered, And for the first time a course in

"Read and Kellogs English Crammar®™ was offered to the
fifth and sixth greades.

The first extra curricular activities had t eir
appearance in the school term of 18811882 in the form
of school programs made up Of songs and reeitals by
students and teachers, and in the playing of house ball
which was partieip=ted in by the larger boys of the
school and supplimented by young men of the community.

Through the offering of work in higher grades in
the school mnd a gradual increase in the population of
the community, the enrollment gredually increased, 3By
1890, it had reached eighty-five or nenety and in 1900
the enrollment mounted to 120 or 125 students and the
school term was lengthened to seven months, The teschers
by the time were much better prepared than those of
twenty years before, A third grade certificate entitled
the holder to work only in the county from which it was
1ssuna, Bookg}voro more plenti™ul and much easier
accessible since they were cheaper than formerly.

Probably the chief reason for the advancement
in preparation of teacher: was tihc fact that in 1891

the method of securing a teachers certificate had
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?

changed from that of appearing before the judge to
one of passing an examination prepared by the state
board of oduﬁation and administer«d and graded Ly
the eouhey board of education., Thece examinations
varied according to the Sype of certificate desired.

Since the inaugurotion of the extra curriocular
asotivities in thb.oarly eighties, there had been

. no advancement in the program aside from the literary
programs end the administretors of the school ha# nothing
to do with the other progrem of activities,

The school continued to oper«te undor practicelly
the same s~t until 1903 when through the “tate Lezise
lature the school wae combined with the white school of
Alto in so far as management was oonoornod. The colored
trustooi were replaced by the same trustees that served
the "hite school, At the time of this change ;t vins
thought that it would +e for the pood of the school, but
from a checkeup upon the sehocl since this time it 4s
found that much of the money set aside by the state
for the school is being and hes for a long time been
used fo: the white schools,

In 1907, & new school was ereoted on the site of
the prescant school., This ins & two room freme bullding
with a seating capacity of avout oneeliundred end fifty
students,

As a result of interviews with many of the
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people who wers students and some who were teachers

from as for back as 1888, The writer was led to the
oonoluslqp that tha use of an asoistant was left entirely
in the hands of the principal. The school board

hired the assistant if the prinocipsl wanted one,

but where he thought he could 4o the work alone, no

one wans hired,

Until 1917 very little stress was placed upon
the preparation of the teachers and the type or kind of
text books used, With th  opening of schodl in Cep-
tember, 1917, carme free text books and perhaps the
best. prepared teachers that the schocl had ever had,
Through the use of uniform text books teachers were
avtle to 4o a much botter type of work, In this same
yeoy writing ané art drawi: : were introduceé into ﬁho

school program,
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Extra Curricular Activities

The first extre curricular activities sponsored
by the school was tennis on a small scale for the
upper grado:atudints in 1917, Thou'h no special effort
was put'forth.to vigorously push the game as such; it
offered some dtvorstong for the studenta, DBaseball
became a part of the school's program of activities in
the spring of this samd school session,

The next addition was made in 1923 when volley
ball was introduced partly as an intramural sport.
At this period an erfort was pade by the teachers to
give the ohild the fundamentels of the good apor£l~
manship and an appreciation of fair play.

Basketball was included in 1905 for both boys
and girls, and an active program of games was played
with other schools of the county, This 1s the only
geme that has been continuously offered since its
inauguration into the school program,

These activities were made possihble. through
the Tramatiec Club of the school which sponsored plays
for the benefit of the school., And in the school
term of 1924-85, the ichoql was able to oper-te for
nine months only boeause the tinanoos were supplimented

through the money collected from the plays presented
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by the dramatic olub,

Track was adfed to the progrem of activities in
1986 and wos followed with much interest until 1930
when the school was rlnaaoial'ly unable to furthe: its
track program,

The activity program todey includes basketvall ’
tennis, volley bell, baseball, track, a dramatic olud and

an older boys olub,
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The Parent Teachers Association
—

The Parent Teachers Assooi.tion'hnd ite vegine
ning in the school term of 1983-24, and worked for
material things whioh would aid in furthering the

 programs of the schoocl and for a oloser coordination
of the school's prosrem with the social 1ife of the
community.

Durisg this first year, the P, 7. A. Secured
for the school a globe, maps, dioticnaries and books
to be used in the library., No record of the books
was kept but the other equipment is still in use,
even though 4t 1e not in keeping with recent world
changes,

In the term 1924«80, the funds of the Pe Te A.
were used in order that the school term might extend
over a period of nine monthn. This fund, of course,
was supplimented by funds derived from plays pressnted
by the dramatic olub,

In 1085-36 the P, T, A, was instrumentsl in
purchasing shades for th: school. These shades are
similar to the ones being used at present in the
offices of the Nducntion Bullding here at Pr-irie View.

The P. t. Ae also purchased a set of the

World Book Company Encyclopedia for the librarv.
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These books have given much aid in enriching the
subject matter of the various classes.
During the next two years the P, T. A, aided
in the general futherance of the school program, It
provided equipment for the shop end for the activity
program sponsorsd Sy the schools For the first tinme
the school was able to send & judginzg team to Prairie
View, Tihis trip was mede possible through the P, T. A.
The P: T+ As purchased a piano for the school
which was paid for during the years 1985 through 19a8.
From 1928 to 1937 there was no actively functioning
P, T¢ As The cause for the period of inactivity is
- econjectual, In the year 1937, with the new principal
in charge, the P, T, A, was reviewed and besun working

for the good of the school, Through their efforts -

last year the school was repainted and during the present

time (1938-39), the P. T, A, has aided in acding
tennis and volley ball to the activi'y program of the
school,

In the spring of 1984, under the leadership of
Prinoibal W. H. Brandon a move started for the purpose
of erecting a new school building. Immediately the
entice community with tho exception of a few dissenters
was behind the movement, When the school board was

 approached, they at once oried "We have no funds,"

~
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The community was determined end at once put on a
drive among themselve- for pledges to the builéding
fusd, By November 1, 1984, the drive had netted
8ix hundred and fifty dollars, The buildin: committes
oontinually brousht as muoh pres:ure as possible uyon
the school, Throuch one liberal member of the bdoard
it was finally induced to appro riate the balence of
the money necescary to matoh funds made available
throush the Rosenwald fund, provided the dbuilding ocome
mittee would give the money already raised for the builde
ing purpose, This was cone in a short time and ale
.moatrilmbdxately th  building progrem was under way,
This building was completed in Tuly of 1985, and the
school ses ion opened in a new home in September,
1925, This tuilding included four lar e cla-s rooms,
a larqe auditorium, principsl's orfice and an open
1ibrary.

The achool for 1928528 though having more space
ané added faollities offered the same program as hed
been offered belfore,

 In 1986, the curricular was expanded to include
home economics, egriculture, broom and mattress and
& general course in farm shop. This expansion program
and the interest which 1t preated, plus the benerit
derived from 1t by the students was a great aid to the
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comzunity, Desides being abls © hold the interest of
the students, through the erpeanded curriculsr much
{zprovement wes seen in the community.

The members of the agricultural groupe planted
small ovops and followed the new methods of farming
whieh wes introduced, INany of the homes took &n
bette® aprearances, dbecause of reyairs made possitle
through things the boys of the community learned to
do at school, Amonz the Shings included lp the shop
were step-suttin: ané construotion anéd fence building,
Through this eror progress, some of the students pro-
duced enough produots to enable them to attend collegs
for one year, Yany homes toock advanta:e of the
mattress making progiu and more than one-hundred
mattresses were rennovated, Ths bdroom and mattress
working program lasted only two years, dbut its sffeot
upon the community wes lasting.

Resulte of the farm olub will be of value as long
a8 the community depends upon farming &° a means of
support. _

In 1987, the school applied for state recognition
as an aoonﬂfod hizh school, »ut Que to the length
of the term and teaching staff, this reco nition was
denied and limit-¢, zodgy the school 2 still none
accredited, Wach ohange of teachers brousht about a
chenge in the offerings of the sohool, In 1928, the

116



TREE TALK VOLUME 48, Issue 4 Summer 2023

A History of Booker T. Washington School Alto, Texas
15

change instoad of advanoing the program cut it fer
short of what 1t had been, thus destroying the chauce
it 418 have of becoming an accredited school, No other
effort has been made to maike it & fully acoresited
school,

~ There was a 1lull in interes® in the school
from 1920 through 1937 during which eriscd, due to the
seeming indifferonée of the school bourd, the school
was allowed to merely 4rift along bein  almost nothing
more than just a place to keey tho_ohildron 80 trey
would be no Srou-le to the parent ét home, As might
be noted from the table of teachers, and their highest
training, one 8an in reality see that these teachers
were not prepared, 1In one instance, a h'gh school
groduate with & oertifidate taught ror two vears, At
the same time there wers seversl persons living in the
comrunity who had attended ‘college for two years and
were holdfers of certificates, dut were not hired ror
rodson not atated by the board, The principel who
gserved for thre: years st tils ti e studiel? one

summer in ¢ollege as a freshman stuldent.
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The School cf Today ‘
- In 1931’the gchobl opened with new teachers
and perhaps ﬁcaqhﬁrs with better preparation than any
heretofore. The prineipal has €one two summers work
on his Mesters Degree at Chieago University. One
assistant has her B.S, Dezree and tha others have
completed more then two years in college.

New interest was awakened in the schools'
program and with the proper support she future looms
brightly with an opportunity for recl advancement of
the sohool, The program is designed to meet the needs
of the people of the community. The program is built
around problans'§00u11ar to this particular locelity.
The school is showing sizns of growth and with proper
equipnent and larger teaching staff it will be e
simple matter to build an enterprizing school, The
community seems hishly plemsed with the type of work
being done by vhis Taculty,.
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Curriculum

The ourriculum at present is made up of the

following:
rot & Sego H

Rcmboi work

Reading

Spelling

Vriting

Drawing

Oral Health

Conntruetion work

ade
Arithmetic Spelling
English ' Reading
Geography Health
writing Drawing
‘Zourth Grede

Arithmetic Spelling
English Reading
Geography Health
Writing Drawing

- ZALeh orades
Arithmetic Spelling
Inglish : geography

Riat?ing : Health
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Writing Drawing
Sixth Grade
Arithmetie Geography
English : Spelling
History Health
Reading
2eventh Grade
Arithmetio Geography
Englisn Spelling
History U8, Civioce
Hoalth '
Blchth orade /
English Health
Algebra Agriculture (boys)

Home Teonomics (Girls)

Ii‘mtg Gm de

’rose spd Poetry Agriculture
Algebra flome "conomics
Health

th &

an

av Grad

Business Arithmetio Agriculture
Bnglish Home Zoonomics

Biology
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Baseball

Tennis
basketball
volley ball
debaeting
Dramatiocs
Sorthall

1e 11 4
Cle e Ulu‘b.
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The School's “3%&3

The most pressing need of the acﬁool at present
is an enlarged faculty and an expanded curriculum,

The faculty needs enlarging to the extent that the
teachers will not be over loaded with classes, The
esurriculum should be expanded to the point where it
will include natural science courses, agriculture and
home economics,

The 1library should be enlarged and more materials
in the form of fietion, non fiction, and perindicals
publications are most needed. The expansion of *he libe
rary would enable the teachers to do a better job of
teaching throush the use of supplimentary materials from
the library,

If the school 1s to fulfrill its funciion in
training the child it is necessary that the program
be expanded in order that the ehild may receive traine
ing which will develop in his knowledge of and en appree
ciation for hialth,'vorthy home membership, command of
the fundamental processes, vocation, eitizenship,
worthy use of leisure time and ethical character,

Thus, fulfilling the aims of education.
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The school is in nee’ of a department of music
and a director of music., Those students at present,
who wish to study musio; must either #£0 out of town
for instruotions or attend a private white musie
school located in the eity. A musie directer would
Add much toward helping the school to adequately

serve the needs of the community,.

gablo gg'TBaohors

Years Taught .  Nameg Highest Tralning
187677 John Stubblefield Unknown

1877-78 John Stubblefield Unknown

1878-79 John Stubblefield Unknown
1879-80 Dan Tidwell Marshall High*
1880-81 Dan Tidwell Marshall High
l881-82 Dan Tidwell Marshall High
1882-83 John Floyd Unknown

188384 John Stephens Nashville High*
188485 John Stephens Nashville High
1885-86 John Stephens Nashville High
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Years Taught Hame: Highest Training
1880-87 Russell Sanders Susmer Normal
1887-68 Martha Simley 7th Grade
1889«90 deKeP, Luker Bishop*®

o ¥rs. Luker Bisheép
1690-91 Mrs, Luker Bishop
1891-02 JeE.P, Luker Bishop
18923-93 ¥rs Luker Bishop
o J.X.P Luker Bishop
1093-94 Mrs Luker BPishop
1894-95 John Mitchell Prairie View*

. John Bradley Prairie View®*
1805-96 John Mitchell Prairie View
\ John Bredley Prairie View
189697 John Mitchell Prairie View

» John Bradley Prairie View
1807-98 John Bradley Prairie View

" Anna Henderson frairvie View®**
¥ Oraduate
*# two years
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Page 23 of theses is missing.

Zable of Teashers

—
Years Tausht Name Highest Tralaing
191415 ¥r: Bolland Prairie View
. P, 0, Holland Biahop
1915-10 ira Holland Prairie View
191617 7. Co Bredford Prairie View®*
o tercedes Smith wiley*
1917-18 J. C, Bradford Prairie View
» ercedes Omith Wiley
1918-19 J. C. Bradford Prairle View
» Wercedes 3mith vwiley
1919«20 Je G; bradford Prairie View
192021 Tannie MoTaddin Bary Allea®
. Mable uanders . ¢
1921-22 BE. G, Powell Prairie View*
» Ce %4 Jorden Butler College®
193225 . C, Powell Prairie View
» Johnnie Xyle puul Quinn®
. Eleanor Johnson Prairie View Jyrs,
1925=84" W K. Brendon Samuel Houston®
Mys Brandon Prairie View®
Mre, Anderson rairis View

*araduate,
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Zable of Teachers
Years Taucht Name Highest Traini:g
1085-26 A. 0, Thaerton wiley®

Je I, Bradley Prairie View

¥rs Anderson Prairie View
192627 7. He Johns Prairie View*

Mrs Johns Prairie View*

¥ra Anéerson Texas Colleze

Elnora Hooper Prairie View
1928-29 He Co Brown nishop

Nisa A, Hackney Prairis View

Miss lLattirvore Texss College
1920=30 Me Co Brown v.ishop

Pe Tinsley Butler

Le Iattimore Teras Colle;e

Jobnaon Prairie View
193031 ¥. C. Brown Bishop

Pe Tinsley Butler

B, Williams Butler

Ds 0. Jermany Pishop
1931-328 James Rarle Tewas

Pe Tinsley Butler

® sreduates
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Table of Teeohexs,
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Ye:rs Taught Name

—;:_,_.M

Highest Training

195138 - Be Tillman Butler
1938-33 will Hoyt Prairie View
Mrs L Hoyt Texcs College
vivieo REichards Timpaon High
103334 ¥111 Toyt rrairie View
ues Hoyt Texzs College
Vivien Richaxrds 'rimpuoé nich
103435 %111 Hoyt prairie View(rres)
wiss Hoyt Texns »
C. Opiller Prairie View ‘{loph)
193538 Hooper rrairie View(senior)
¥ Bradley Bishop®
Ce Spiller pPrairie View
0. Matthews Mary Allen
1957=38 %W. Ford Texas®
B, Tord Frairie View*
G. Spiller praivie View®*
0, ¥atthews Mary Allen®*
19358=39 ¥W. Pord Texas College®
B. Tord Proirie View®
0, Hatthews ¥ary Allen®*
: ®
- mm. D grtgg gn‘ma x:u

% two years,
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Sunmary

The Booker T. Washington Hich Sshool, Alto,
Texas, was established 4in 1876, It 1s one of the two
oldest ¢chools in Cherokee County, and among the
olédedt in Tast Texas, The school htas had e gradual
growth in students and mapny changes have bdeen made in
the offerings of the school. The earlicst ourriculum
included only the three R's, The curriculum grew
gradually until 1928, when due to some isdifference
upen the part of the school board and the teaschers
employed, there was a lull of interest in the sohool
and & great decrense 1a the offerings of the sehool,

mmgmorw.mumumwxnv

ochilaren during t.ho dny. ao nttonpt 'ﬁ-u made to offer
a program auzgme to uoe m 'uio'o'a'a o: the people of
the community. !

In 1937, with c m t«ulw tn owsu. interest

in the szshool w s auzn me cnd n present the prosram

people ¢f the miw.

The presarstion of the teschers has varied from
tize to tize, bDut as late as 1932, teschers wers hirsd
who had never attended college.
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The enrollmest has grown from thirty pupilw in
1876 to e peak of two-hundred and forty in 1930. lowe
ever, the present enrollment is only one~hundred nnd
eighty. The scholastic ocensus shows two-hundred and
thirty persons eligidle to attend sohool,

with the proper financial support and an ene
larged fecuity, the s-hool could eusily Le made to
gerve the pressing geeds of the people of tya COMe
punity, 2né really be worthy of the name thnt it bears,
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Booker T. Washingten High School

This story began around 1820 when Texas was open to settlement by all Americans. The part of Southern
Cherokee County we want to focus on lies between the confines of the Angelina and Neches Rivers; the roll-
ing hills and rich red soils provided a host of natural resources to make this area an agricultural oasis. In the
spring, this forested area is a beautiful canvas of color the Dogwood, Redbud, Honeysuckle and other woody
vegetation.

In 1846 Cherokee County officially became a county. The tiny town of Alto was founded by Col. Robert F.
Mitchell around 1850. Little is written about the African Americans who helped settle this area; the pictures
we do find, only show a few black workers, no names are shown. The southern part of Cherokee County had
a large presence of African Americans. Our ancestors had the grit and determination to establish the commu-
nities of New Hope (Alto), St. Thomas Chapel, Bradford Mountain, Linwood, Sweet Union, Weeping Mary
(The Flat) and Morrill. They were the bright stars near the El Camino Real de los Tejas Trail. We want to
share the stories of the great schools, strong churches and amazing families that made up these communities.

The New Hope Community, located north of Alto in the Jose M. Mora survey can be traced back to the 1870
census where blacks are listed by their names. The 1870 census reported 253,475 blacks in Texas. Without
the slave system, this period saw blacks gained control over basic community institutions such as schools
and churches, as they created their own communities, their families became stronger,

The early families of the New Hope Community like the Bradleys, Martins, Smiths, Connors, Harrisons,
Harris, Williams, Yorks, Willis, Gibsons, Richardsons, Griffins, Jordans, Tylers, Sibleys, Lane, Barnes, and
Jacksons, knew to move forward, education was the vehicle needed for future generations.

Education began in the New Hope Community in March 28, 1872 when a group of black men purchased a
tract of land from George Knox and wife R. L. Knox. This group included King Solomon, William McGua-
hew, John Griffin, Ned Harrison, Guy Griffin, Edmond Harrison, Wilson Harrison and Wilse Richardson.
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A small log cabin was built on this tract of land and used for a church and school. This small log cabin was
located near the old Jim Hogg Highway north of Alto. J.W. Floyd and Mrs. McBee were the first teachers in
this two room school.

The Cherokee County School Superintendent’s Office was established in January 1907 to regulate all schools
both Colored and White. Between1924-25 the New Hope Community made a bold move and built a new
school with the assistance of the Julius Rosenwald Foundation, which allowed the education process for
Blacks in Cherokee county to move to a new level. The school was later named after the famous Tuskegee ed-
ucator Booker T. Washington. Community leaders knew education was the only way to lift the” Vail of Igno-
rance” from our people.

This new school with its notable educators such as John Jenkins Bradley and Delsie Selman Bradley, Jesse and
Willie L. Bradford, Professor Holland, Mrs. Elnora Johnson Jackson, Martha Anderson, Mrs. Willie Whitten,
Professor and Mrs. Brandon, forged the way to deliver education in a manner that brought the community to a
new level of prominence. Many graduates moved on to other schools of higher education, like Mary Allen
College (Crockett), Butler College and Texas College (Tyler), Jarvis College (Hawkins), Paul Quinn (Waco),
Prairie View A & M (Hempstead), Texas Southern (Houston), Wiley and Bishop College (Marshall), and Hus-
ton-Tillison College (Austin). These black colleges were the only places in Texas where a Black person could
get a college education.

Newly freed Texans realized that they must be educated, but they also needed the spiritual presence of Jesus
Christ in their community. Rev. Henry Martin, a White minister of the Old Palestine Baptist Church near the
Linwood community organized the first regular church services at New Hope, in a small brush arbor. Services
were moved to a little log cabin which served as the school, Rev. Willis King and the St. Paul CME Methodist
Church also used this cabin for church.

In 1878 the men of New Hope Baptist Church purchased seven acres from D. S. Findley and wife L. A. Find-
ley. This group consisted of Frank E. Selman, Alford Gibson, Jack Gordon, Sam Griffin, Robert Tyler and Is-
sac Sparks. In 1881 the first church structure was built under the leadership of Rev. Jesse Tyler, the first Black
pastor of New Hope Baptist Church, who passed at a young age of 35 that same year. In 1988 the Grand Old
Church was destroyed by fire. This was a historic loss for the New Hope Community. Many Graduations for
the Booker T. Washington School were held at this church. The famous Bell that had alerted the community
for so many years was gone. The community rallied and the new church stands today.
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Around 1870, west of Alto in the Peter Bean Survey, the community of St. Thomas Chapel began with a small
church and school. There are no records to show how the name St. Thomas Chapel came about. This African
American community came from a long line of farmers, loggers and share-croppers. There were several large
plantations in the area; the Ferris Farms was started in 1846. Its owner Lorenze Sanders was a major slave
owner, this farm contained over 3000+ acres. This area later became part of the Texas Prison System, and the
Morrill Orchard Company.
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The official deed to the St. Thomas Chapel Church and cemetery only came about in 1905, when John
McCrummen estate was settled. This farming community grew, county records show a small rural school here
in1884; in 1910 it became part of the Jones Chapel # 12 School District. There were 75 students attending the
St. Thomas Chapel School at one time in its history. Jimmie D. Kennedy and Tommie Hardeway were among
the early teachers. Mrs. Ocie Martin Sanders and Mrs. Beulah Riley, remembered by many former students, in
1946 in Alto.

St. Thomas Chapel AME Church has been and is still a mainstay for this community. It has provided for the
needs of the people in the area. There is still a remnant of the old families like, Burlesons, Skinners, Mickeys,
Hamiltons, Popes, Morrisons, Singletarys, Rosses, Palmers, Hudsons, Freeneys, Parkers, and Thackers.

.7 // M:%?, § i w
, y/ - . S _ The Linwood School was built in
‘ / ' \ § 1921 as part of the Grange Hall
. Yy . . School district # 5. This was a one

' teacher school, built with Rosenwald

Foundation funds.
- VL:‘?IL .: ’ T X

Linwood was established in1830 by John Durst and his wife Delilah. The battle of Nacogdoches ended here in
1832 with the surrender of Col. Piedras’ army. In 1846 — 1850 Forest Hill Plantation was built by 10-15 slaves
owned by Durst and his wife. In 1865 these newly freed group of Texans were the foundation of the Black
community in Linwood. The Linwood Baptist Church first pastor was Rev. Tom Brown. The Deacons who
provided leadership were Anthony and Sam Brown. The present day cemetery site was donated by J. M.
Christie and his wife in1895. The Linwood Colored School educated many fine students from the local fami-
lies, Mrs. Eddie Monroe Ross was one of the teachers remembered. A few of the founding family members
are still active today in Linwood, are the Blackshires, Browns, Whitakers, Guinns, Findlays, Smiths, Hudsons,
Reagans, Reggies, and Griffins. This School closed in 1953 when Grange Hall School District # 5 consolidat-
ed with the schools in Alto. The African American students attended the segregated Booker T. Washington
School in Alto.

Weeping Mary is located near the Neches River, on County Road 2907. Few communities in Cherokee Coun-
ty attract as much curiosity as Weeping Mary. This small community was first settled after the Civil War by
freed slaves from neighboring plantations. It was a “freedman’s town,” one of several in Cherokee County.

Community leaders established a church and school near Wallace Town Community on land bought from J. S.
Landrum, March 10, 1900. The Weeping Mary School which was part of Jones Chapel#12 School District had
about 40 students. Luella Sparks was among the first teachers, and it is said she was “like a First Sargent”
keeping everything moving and on time. Richard Etter, Beulah Riley, Eddie Monroe Ross, Bess Howard and
others followed to provide a quality education. The school lasted until World War II and then they merged
with St. Thomas Chapel School only a few miles away. The church was moved to its present location between
Boles and White Oak Creek in 1930 on land purchased from P. T. & Roxanna Land. There is a State Histori-
cal Marker at the Church telling it great history.
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Weeping Mary is known by the local residents as “The Flats”. This community was settled by the Skinners,
Ross, Parkers, Greens, Hamilton, Lockharts, Lands, Lambs, Popes, Polks, Thackers, Lees, and Moores fami-
lies. The great flood of 1957, where most of the homes were damaged or destroyed, showed the resilience of
these great people as they worked with each other to rebuild their community. Weeping Mary has a famous
neighbor, the Caddoan Mounds State Park, and the campsite of Zebulon Pike, one of the great American ex-
plorers’ in1807. Pike’s Peak is named after him. People here still help each other and praise God on Sundays
for his blessing.

This is the Sweet Usion Schoeel that
was buili in 1922 part of the Barsela
| School District £9. Juliss
| Rosenwald fommdarion fanded this
school.

Sweet Union, in the most southern part of Cherokee County began after the Emancipation Proclamation.
Some of the original settlers were former slaves from the Wiley Thompson Plantation near the Angelina Riv-
er. Sweet Union as it is known today was once called Hogjaw. This fertile land was good for farming and for-
est production. Some of the pioneer families of Sweet Union were the Calhouns, Tolivers, Tarvers, Hughes,
Basses, Pooles, Thompsons, Wilsons, Beans, Rileys and Taylors.

The Lumber mills were a significant source of income for many of the area residents. The Chronister Lumber
Company Mill near Wildhurst was only a few miles NE of Sweet Union and one of the most modern mills of
its time. It began operations in 1901 and closed in 1955, 70% of its workers were African American.

The O. L. Payne Mill north of Wells, Texas was a major mill from 1946 to 1957. It was the first electric pow-
ered sawmill in East Texas. This small mill had a doctor, teacher, and store on site. Blacks made up a majori-
ty of the mill workers and loggers in the field. These sawmill communities had a population of over 200 peo-
ple.

Nelson Jones was one of the early leaders, and part of the group that came up with the name Sweet Union.
The first church was built from material out of the old commissary at Shook’s Bluff; it was called the Sweet
Union Methodist Church. The Sweet Union Baptist Church and the Sweet Union Church of God in Christ
Church, are the only houses of worship in the community today.

Education came to Sweet Union around 1887, when Nelson Seeden helped build the first cabin to house the
school, and was it first teacher. Alice Kennedy, John J. Bradley and Rosa Hanson were some of the other ear-
ly teachers. Around 1922-23 a new school was built with funds from the Julius Rosenwald Fund. When the
sawmill schools in Forest and Wells were closed, the African American students were sent to Sweet Union
School for their education. This new school made many advances under the leadership of Professor W. B.
Latimore and teachers like Mrs. Jessie Belle Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. Bradley and Brunette Willis. In 1953, the
schools 9th — 12th grades moved to the Booker T. Washington School in Alto, and in 1965 all grades were
integrated in the Wells ISD.
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Morrill is located south of Alto on FM 1911. This community sprang up out of the sale of the Ferris Farm. The
Morrill Orchard Company began in 1903 with land purchased from the Ferris farm. It was the largest peach
operation in Cherokee County. There was a store, Post Office, Church and School in Morrill. The Colored
School was built in 1920-21 with funds from the Julius Rosenwald Foundation. It educated the children whose
parents worked for the Morrill Orchard Co. and local sawmills. Mrs. Maxine Bradley and Mr. O. J. Anderson
were the early teachers. This school was consolidated with the Booker T. Washington School in Alto after
WWIL

The African American farm families in this community were the Morgans, Griffins, Freeneys, Clemmons, and
Houstons.

North of Alto was the Bradford Mt. School. They came out of the church building into a new Rosenwald
building in 1923. This small 2 teacher school was the pride of “the Mountain” as the locals called it. G. W.
Bradford and his brother Jess Bradford help lead the list of great leaders that came out of this small commu-
nity. Jess Bradford was a great teacher and County Extension Agent. He was among the first Blacks to get a
Master of Education from the prestigious Cornell University in New York State. George W. Bradford was a
great local educator, and the Rusk African American School bears his name. Turner Williams began his
teaching career at the Bradford Mt. School. The other great families on Bradford Mt. were the McCants,
Tylers, Mallards, Tidwells and Walkers.

Bibliography:
§ History of the Ferris Farm, Bertolinio, Mildred Nicar - The Portal of Texas History

§ Cravens, John N., Between Two Rivers; A History of Wells, Texas, Humphrey Printing Co. Wichita Falls,
Texas, 1974

§ Wildhurst, A Ghost Town, an unpublished manuscript prepared by John N. Cravens
§ School For Blacks in Cherokee County - Fay Acker Martin
§ Weeping Mary by Bob Bowman

§ Fisk University, John Hope and Aurelia E. Franklin Library, Special Collections, Photograph Archives,
Rosenwald Collection (Bradford School, Cold Springs School, and Linwood Schools), Cherokee County,
TX.

Used by permission of George W. Martin August 8, 2023
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Publications available through CHEROKEE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 1332, Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332

__ 1850 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS & MORTALITY SCHEDULE, by Sue Taylor, 76 pgs, (1986)indexed ISBN 1-931167-05-2 $10.00

__ 1860 CHEROKEE CO. FED CENSUS & SLAVE SCHEDULE, 131 pgs, indexed. ISBN 1-931167-06-0 $11.00

__ 1870 Cherokee County Federal Census, Agricultural Schedule, Mortality Schedule and Tax Rolls, by Sue Vaughn Taylor and Ira Gaylon White, 150 pages
(1999) indexed ISBN 1-931167-07-9 $11.00

__ 1880 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS, by Sue Taylor, 504 pgs. plus pgs of column explanations & abbreviation explanations: other introductory pgs., (1983)

indexed. ISBN 1-931167-09-7 $38.00

___ 1910 CHEROKEE CO. FED. CENSUS, by Bobbie Berry Dowling & Ira Gaylon White, 265 pgs, plus 3 pgs of column explanations, (1998), indexed ISBN 1-

931167-09-5 $24.00

AN ALBUM OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX MEN & WOMEN WHO SERVED IN WW 11, THE KOREAN CONFLICT OR VIET NAM (1994), navy with

white imprint, red tape binder, 260 pgs., softbound, indexed. ISBN 1-931167-00- $34.00

_ Arkansas Democrat, Sesquicentenial Edition, 1836-1986, Compiled by Helen Wooddell Crawford, 97 pages. $5.00

__ Cemeteries of NW Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book 1  ISBN 978-1-931167-46-8 $10.00

_ Cemeteries of Jacksonville, and others by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book2  ISBN 978-1-931167-41-3 $ 8.00

_ Cemeteries of NE Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book3  ISBN 978-1-931167-38-3 $11.00

__ Cemeteries of Mid Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book4  ISBN 978-1-931167-35-2 $10.00

___ Cemeteries of Southern Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford Book 5  ISBN 978-1-931167-44-4 $ 8.00

_ CHEROKEE COUNTY DEATH RECORDS, 1903-1945, by IdaLee D. Edmiston (1998) 351 pgs., softbound, approximately alphabetical ISBfI;Lé —0903 1167-10-9

___ Church Book for Church of Christ at Salem Edgefield District South Carolina To Sardis Baptist Church at Cherokee County, Texas A.D. 1836- A.D. 1941: copy
of original handwritten minutes, names of members, pastors; 260 letter-size pages, softbound, 3rd  edition, (2006) indexed by Sue Taylor & Bobbie Dowling ISBN

1-931167-15-X LCCN 2006928721 $26.00

__ CHURCH BOOK OF PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH CHEROKEE CO., TX. VOL. 1, Sep. 1854 to Feb. 1921. Copy of original handwritten
minutes of the church, names of pastors, roster of members, obituary notices on some members, introductory pages includes a brief history of the church, surrounding
area, and map of location, 452 pgs, (1992), softbound, indexed. ISBN 1-931167-O1-X $39.00

_ CHURCH BOOK OF PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH, CHEROKEE CO., TX. VOL. II, Mar. 1921 to Apr. 1961. Copy of original handwritten
minutes of the church, names of pastors, roster of members, obituary notices on some members, (Introductory pgs. the same as VOL. I above), 500 pgs, soft-

bound, indexed ISBN 1-931167-02-8 Sold Out
___ CHURCH BOOK OF ROCKY SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, CHEROKEE CO., TX 1871-1912, copy of original handwritten minutes, names
of pastors, roster of members, 351 pgs, softbound, (1991) indexed by IdaLee Derrett Edmiston ISBN 1-931167-03-6 $33.00
__ CIVIL WAR RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, VOL. 1. by Ogreta W. Huttash, 93 pgs, (1982). Most complete list from soldiers from Cherokee county
available, plus interesting documents from individuals, softbound, indexed. $11.00
__CIVIL WAR RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, VOL. 11, PENSIONS. by Ogreta W. Huttash, 115 pgs, (1982). Summary of over 700 pension applications
by veterans & widows who lived in Cherokee County, softbound, indexed. $12.00

__ COMMISSIONERS COURT MINUTES, No. 1, Cherokee co., TX, 12 Oct. 1846 through a called session 4 Feb. 1850. A verbatim copy which lists the first 37
land certificates, precincts and their boundaries, patrol captain, road workers, overseers, prisoners, etc. 86 pgs, by Ogreta W. Huttash, (I 989) softbound, indexed
$12.00

__ Early probates & wills of Cherokee County, compiled from the original papers by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-47-5 $14.00

__ Federal Census of Cherokee County, 1870 by Helen Crawford, 154 pages (1983) plus surname index. $5.00

_ FIRST RECORDED MINUTES OF THE DISTRICT COURT OF CHEROKEE CO., TX A verbatim copy of the original book in the office of the Dist. clerk,
Rusk, TX Oct. 1846 through Nov. 1848, by Ogreta W. Huttash, 112 pgs, (1987), softbound, indexed $12.00

_ GRAVE MARKER INDEX FOR CHEROKEE COUNTY TEXAS, (2000), by Ira Gaylon White, edited by Gordon Bennett. An alphabetical listing of 29,484
markers from 15 published sources. 476 pgs., softbound, ISBN 0-9703085-7-4 $57.00

_ GRAVE MARKER INDEX FOR CHEROKEE COUNTY TEXAS, (2000), by Ira Gaylon White, edited by Gordon Bennett. An alphabetical listing of 29,484
markers from 15 published sources. 1 CD-ROM, ISBN 1-931167-12-5 $15.00
__HISTORICAL MARKERS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX. by Ogreta W. Huttash. Contains inscriptions on the 103 state approved markers erected before 1995.
2000 edition, full name index. $12.00

_Index to TREE TALK, May 1980 through December 1990, compiled by Sylvia Booth Acker and Ira Gaylon White, edited by Gordon Bennett (2004), 146 pgs.,
softbound, ISBN 1-931167-33-8, LCCN 2004104368 $12.00

Jacksonville Daily Progress Obituary Index 1984-2013 compiled by staff of Jacksonville Public Library edited by Gordon Bennett. An alphabetical listing of
18,103 obituaries published in the Jacksonville Daily Progress, Jacksonville, Texas. LCCN : 2014932852, ISBN: 9781931167543 $8.00
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_ Larissa College 1857-1860 (This material is a compiled book of articles printed of Larissa College, and in 1915 it was said that this was the

only material on the college. It has the names of the Board, teachers, visitors & children.) by Helen Crawford $ 10.00
_ Lest We Forget Sold Out
__Marriage Records of Cherokee County Texas 1905-1931 (2001) by Sylvia Booth Acker, Melva Hermes, and Ira Gaylon White. Edited by
Gordon Bennett. A listing of 8,192 marriages 262 pgs., softbound, ISBN 1-931167-14-1 $22.00
__Marriage Records of Cherokee County Texas 1905-1931 (2001) by Sylvia Booth Acker, Melva Hermes, and Ira Gaylon White. Edited by
Gordon Bennett. A listing of 8,192 marriages. 1 CD-ROM, ISBN 1-931167-16-8 $15.00
__ MARRIAGE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, 1846-1880, VOL. 1. by Ogreta W. Huttash. 100 pgs, copyright 1974, fifth Printing,
1985, Approximately 4,000 marriages alphabetically by name of groom: full-name index of brides. $14.00
___Marriage s of Cherokee County, 1884-1890 by Helen Wooddell Crawford $5.00
_ MARRIAGE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE CO., TX, 1881-1905, VOL. 11. by Ogreta W. Huttash. 127 pgs, copyright 1976, = Approximately
5800 marriages alphabetically by name of groom: full-name index of brides. ISBN 978-1-931167-53-6 $14.00
___National Tomato Capital 305 pgs Tomato history in Cherokee County by Helen Wooddell Crawford $29.00
___Newspaper Obituaries from early papers 1889-1908 Bk.1 166 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-18-4 $23.00
__ Newspaper Obits 1910-1921, Bk 2 309 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-29-X $42.00
__ Newspaper Obits assorted dates Bk 3 260 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-30-3 $35.00
___Newspaper Obits Bk.4 469 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-31-1 $63.00
___Newspaper Obits 1972-1984 Bk5 495 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-32-X $66.00
___Newspaper Obits 1922-1925 Bk 6 182 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-25-3  $25.00
___ Newspaper Obits assorted dates Bk 7 368 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-50-5 $33.00
_ Newspaper Obits 1991 & part of 1990 Bk 8 256 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-49-9  $20.00
_ Newspaper Obits 1992 Bk 9 194 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-51-2 $16.00
___ Newspaper Obits 1993 Bk 10 209 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-23-0 $10.00
___ Newspaper Obits 1994 Bk 11 206 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-22-2 $10.00
_ Newspaper Obits 1995 Bk 12 205 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-43-7  $16.00
_ Newspaper Obits 1996 Bk 13 226 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-21-4 $10.00
___ Newspaper Obits 1997 Bk 14 197 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-20-6 $10.00
_ Newspaper Obits 1998 Bk15 205 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-39-0 $10.00
_Newspaper Obits 1999 Bk 16 196 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-19-2 $10.00
_ Newspaper Obits 2000 Bk 17 215 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-40-0 $11.00
_ Newspaper Obits 2001 Bk 18 221 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford , soft cover, Indexed ISBN 1-931167-13-3 $11.00
_ Newspaper Obits 1926-1931 Bk 19 177 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-17-6 $25.00
_ Newspaper Obituaries Index of Cherokee County, Texas 1836-2001 BOOKS 1-19 by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-36-2
$23.00
__ Newspaper Obituaries Index of Cherokee County, Texas 1836-2001 BOOKS 1-19 CD-ROM by Helen Wooddell Crawford
ISBN 1-931167-37-0, $15.00
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Publications available through CHEROKEE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

___ NORTHWEST CHEROKEE CO. CEMETERIES, VOL. 1, 20 cemeteries (1997), by Ira Gaylon White, 253 pgs, softbound, indexed
ISBN 0-9703095-8-2 $23.00
__ NORTHWEST CHEROKEE CO. CEMETERIES, VOL. 2. 25 cemeteries (1997), by Ira Gaylon White, 288 pgs, softbound, indexed

ISBN 0-9703085-9-0 $26.00
___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 1, 250 pgs., (1982), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-1-5 $22.00
___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 2, 252 pgs., (1982), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-2-3 $21.00
___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 3, 176 pgs., (1986), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-3-1 $14.00
___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 4, 222 pgs., (1991), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-4-X $16.00
___OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 5, 247 pgs., (1996), indexed ISBN 0-9703085-5-8 $21.00
_ OUR BEFORES - ANCESTOR CHARTS, VOL. 6, 168 pgs. (2000), indexed. ISBN 0-9703085-6-6 $17.00

__ PROBATE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX, MINUTE BOOK A, 1870-1881 and DOCKET A and DOCKET B., 1867-1887 by
Ogreta W. Huttash, 125 pages (2004), Softbound, Indexed. $17.00

___PROBATE RECORDS OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, TX 1846- ca 1875 by Ogreta W. Huttash, 200 pages (1998) Includes estates, settlements,
guardianships for minors, community property of decedents, heirs, and the name of the surviving spouse. Slaves in estate settlements are indexed

under the name of the owner. Softbound, indexed 978-1-931167-52-9 $21.00
___ Providence Cemetery Cherokee County Texas by Sylvia Booth Acker and Willie Harold Acker, Sr., $12.00
_Saga of Cherokee County, Texas. Book 1 indexed 417 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-26-5 $33.00
_Saga of Cherokee Book 2 1910-1921 indexed 491 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-24-9 $43.00
___Saga of Cherokee, Book 3 ass'td dates, indexed 433 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford $35.00
_Saga of Cherokee Book 4 1922-1925, indexed 504 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-48-2 $34.00
_Saga of Cherokee Book 5, ass'td dates, indexed 471 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN-10 1-931167-34-6 $45.00
__ Saga of Cherokee and World War I, Book 6 indexed 256 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford $57.00
__Saga of Cherokee County and Pioneer Life Book 7, indexed, 167 pgs, by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 1-931167-28-1 $16.00
_ Some Descendants of Isaac Lee by Ogreta W. Huttash, 1994, 144 p, ill, LCCN 94227079 Sold Out

_ TREE TALK, THE FIRST FIVE YEARS, May 12,1975 through April 30,1980. Contains a brief history of the organization of the
Cherokee County Genealogical Society, charter membership roster, etc.. (1995), full name index (1998) ISBN 1-931167-11-7 $13.00

_ Tree Talk, Volume I through Vol. 25, No. 3. (2000) Contains the complete text (about 3600 pages) of the 25 years of this publication. 1 DVD.
ISBN 0-9703085-0-7, ISSN 1551-0514, LCCN 2004204271 $30.00

__Tyler Courier-Times-Telegraph 1950 Mid Century Edition. 275 pgs by Helen Wooddell Crawford ISBN 978-1-931167-42-0
$25.00
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Order Form

Num-  Title Unit Total
ber Price

This form may be used when ordering books from CCGS. Include .0825 tax (for TX residents only) on
each item in the catalog. Also POSTAGE & HANDLING CHARGE of $3.50 for the first book plus $1.00
for each additional book ordered at the same time. List the book or books you wish to order and show the to-
tal amount below.

Organizations exempt from Texas Sales and Use Tax must provide Taxpayer Number or FEI Number and a
completed Texas Sales and Use Tax Exemption Certificate with each order.
Your Name:

Address: E-Mail
(Street address or P.O. Box)

(city or town) (state) (9-digit Zip code)

Taxpayer number or FEI Number

Total amount of order

State sales Tax (if applicable) 8.25%

Postage & Handling
TOTAL ENCLOSED

@ LB hH P

Mail to: Cherokee County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 1332
Jacksonville, TX 75766-1332

Order online at: http://mkt.com/cherokee-county-genealogical-society

140


http://mkt.com/cherokee-county-genealogical-society

TREE TALK VOLUME 48, Issue 4 Summer 2023

Membership Application

CHEROKEE COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Post Office Box 1332
Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332

Annual membership dues are $20.00 (single) and $25.00 for a two-member household. The membership year ends August 31,
2023. Membership entitles you to four quarterly issues of our publication Tree Talk. Tree Talk is normally published the first week
of October, January, April and July of each fiscal year. Members joining after the first issue is published will receive all issues of
Tree Talk, but back issues of Tree Talk will be mailed with the next issue unless $1.00 for special handling is enclosed. The Society
meets the second Monday of the months September through May at Rusk Public Library at 3:00 p.m.

Date of Application Paid through 8/31/
Single Membership $20.00 New Member
Two-Member household $25.00 Renewal
Name:

Address:

City: State: 9-digit Zip Code
Phone Number (include area code): E-mail Address

Maiden Name (if applicable)

Surnames you are researching;

Gift of , bill to:

Complete the information above, make out your check, and mail to:

Cherokee County Genealogical Society

Post Office Box 1332

Jacksonville, Texas 75766-1332
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NAME

"GPT: God's Perfect Timing"

"Larissa"

"Mother of Jacksonville"

____, Aunt Ruth

___, Charlotte (Lotty)
___, Eleanor

___, Elinor

___, Elizabeth
___,Emerson

, Mary

___, Sarah (Sallie)

, Susannah

, Travis
, Wilma

1880 Cherokee Co. Fed. Cen-

sus

18th Texas Infantry Company

K

1910 Cherokee Co. Fed. Cen-

Sus

1922 Jacksonville 50th An-

niverary
7th Grade

A History of Cherokee Coun-

ty

A Walk Through History
AARP

Abbott, James

Aber

Acker, C.C.

Acker, Sylvia Booth

Acker, Willie Harold Sr.

Agriculture

AL

AL, Randolph Co.
AL, Butler Co.
AL, Cleburne Co.
AL, Henry Co.
AL, Lowndes Co.
AL, Monroe

AL, Pike Co.

PAGE
60
56
16
57
69,72
78
89
70
13
82,83,90
78
79
57
3,4
25,48,92,137
16
25,48,92,137
16
124
131
16-20
32
40
18
41-43
25,27,48,50,92,
94,137,139
27,50,94,139
115,120
56
69
70,72
69
69,77-79
69
69,73
82,83
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INDEX

AL, Pike Co., Little Oake
AL. Montgomery
Alexander Cemetery
Alexander College
Alexander, Carnes
Algebra

Allen, Thomas J.
Allison,Ann

Allred, Charlotte

Allred, johathaon

Allred, John

Allred, Solomon

Alred, Margaret Julian
Alto High School
Ameicans

America

An Album of Cherokee Co. TX Men &
Women Who Served in WWIL....
Ancestry.com

Anderson, George
Anderson, Letha
Anderson, Martha
Anderson, Mrs.
Anderson, O.J.

Anderson, Lethe
Angelina County Genealogical Society
Angelina River

Anton's house photo

AR, Fort Nelson

AR, Hot springs
Armstrong

Armstrong, E.G.

Army of th Republic of Texas
Arrington

Astrological Clock

Augusta, GA Genealogical Society
Austria, Galsburg Region
Austria, Saltzburg

Austria, Vienna

Aycock, John

Bachelor of Science
Baden-W(rttemberg

Bailey, Rachel

Baker, Antony

142

69
75
18
21
18
120
41,43,45-47
77
69,73,82,83
83
73
73,83
73
68
132
7,12

25,48,92,137
3,12
39,43
39
133
125,126
136
43
68
132,135
12
16
68
18,41-43
35,37,39-
41,45,46
16
18
10
68
88
88
10,12
37
99

20
16,19

Summer 2023
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Baldwin, Drusillah
Ball, T.

Barber, Janie
Barbier, C. J.
Barefield, E.
Barlowe, Maude
Barnes

Barnes, A. A.
Barnes, W. L.
Baseball

Basketball

Bass

Bass, J.L.

Battle of Nacogdoches
Baumberger, Miss
Bavaria

Baxter, Edmon
Baxter, Ellen

Baxter, Harriet
Baxter, Neil

Beall, Mrs. John A.
Bean

Beardsley Catholic Church of St. Mary's
Beaty, J.J.

Becton, Fredeerick E.
Bee's wax

Bell, A.S.

Bell, D. H.

Bender, Mathias

Bennett, Gordon

Bennett, Maude

Bentheim Castle

Berlin

Berlin Wall

Bertolinio, Mildred Nicar

Between Two Rivers; A History of
Bibliography

Biology

Bishop College

Bishop, Levi C.

INDEX

79
37
18,19
18
82
89
132
35
35
111,112,121
111,112,121
135
45,46
134
20
6
44
36
45
36
20
135
7
33
18
23
38
34
14
2,3,25,32,48,92,
98,137
89,91
8
6
10
136

136
130,136
120
124-127,133
45

143

British Oil

Black Schools
Blackshaw, John
Blackshaw, John of W
Blackshaw, Robart
Blackshaw, Robert
Blackshaw, Thomas
Blackshaw, William
Blackshear, Alexander #1
Blackshear, Alexander #2
Blackshear, Elisha Stout
Blackshear, Lovica
Blackshire

Blankenship, B.F.
Blood root

Bohn, Dr. Christiane
Bohn, Finn

Boles Creeck

Bolling, Jarrett

Bolton, C.S.

Bone, Dr. J.N. "John"
Bone, Dr. Mary Alice

Bone, Frances Gaynelle Bailey

Bonta, Elizabeth
Bonta, Paul

Booker T. Washington Alumni As-

sociation

Booker T. Washington School

Bowman, Bob

Box

Box, Sevier

Boyd, John A.
Boykin, W. L.
Bradford Mountain School
Bradford School
Bradford, George W.
Bradford, J.C.
Bradford, Jesse
Bradford, Willie L.
Bradley

Bradley, Andrew

23,24
97
89
91
91
77,89
89
89,91
77
77
77
69,76,77
134
45
23
3,4,8,11-13

134
44

41-43
20
20

16,20
17
17

98
97,99-131
136
18
42
38,42
35-37
136
136
136
125
133
133
132

80



Bradley, Charles O'Neal
Bradley, Charlotte Amelia (Todie)

Bradley, Delsie Selman
Bradley, F.

Bradley, Henry Malone
Bradley, J.J.

Bradley, John
Bradley, John J.
Bradley, John Jenkins
Bradley, John V.
Bradley, Mrs.

Bradley, Mrs. Maxine
Bradsford, Jess

Braly

Brandon, Mrs.
Brandon, Prof.
Brandon, W.H.
Breman

Brewer, Caroline E.
Brittain, J.M.C.
Brittain, William P.
Britton, Lee Iris Cates
Britton, Leroy (Lee) A.
Brook hill School
Broom Making Class
Brown

Brown, Anthony
Brown, N.C.

Brown, Rev. Tom
Brown, Susanne
Brown,Sam

Buisiness artihmetic

Bullock, Margaret Mary
Bundesldnder (Federated Countries)

Bunelck
Burkett, Dr. Deborah L.
Burleson

Burlington Northern Railroad

Burns, Milton

INDEX

97-99,131
62,69
133
127
69
126
124
100,135
133
69,80,81
135
136
136
18
125,133
133
114,125
6
33
38
33,35,37,47
62,64
62
17
115,116
134
134
126
134
75
134
120
73,86
6
24
1,2,16,17,19,20
134
60
37
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Burt, Margaret 83

18,125,127
Butler College ,133
Butler, D. 42
Butler, Duane 42
Byrd, Isaac 42
Caddoan Mounds State Park 135
Cadence Bank, Alto, TX 68
Calcote, Andy 16,19
Calhoun 135
Cambridgeshire 15
Campagna, Ladoris (Mary Ladoris) 63
Campbell, Amanda 56
Campbell, Brooksie 53-61
Campbell, M.B. 56
Campbell, Malvern Lois 56
Campbell, Mervine Brooks "Brooksie" 56
Campbell, Ruby 55
Campbell, Thomas D. 35
Campbell, William B. 56
Campbell, William Hill 56
Campbell, Young Brooks 56
Campbell's Mill 56
Campbille, Mervin, Brooks, Jr. 56
Carlton, H. 37
Cate, Joseph 70
Cate, Richard Nehemiah 70,84
Cate, Richard Nehemiah 84
Cate, William Andrew 84
Cates, Cathy 17

53,54,62-
Cates, Dan Bradley 91
Cates, Daniel Toole 68
Cates, David Bradley 68
Cates, Francis Woodrow 62,64,65
Cates, Heather Shae Williamson 68
Cates, James Edward 63-66
Cates, John 69,70

62-
Cates, John Early (Earle) 65,68,69
Cates, John William (Billy) 63-66
Cates, Joseph 70,71
Cates, Joseph Daniel 62,69
Cates, Joseph Dominy (JD) 62,64,65
Cates, Leigh Ann Woitena 68
Cates, Luke 68
Cates, Mary Alene 64
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Cates, Mary Vera Dominy
Cates, Needham

Cates, Thomas, Sr.

Cates, Vivian Leigh Toole
Cavazoz, Alfredo R.
Cavazoz, Roy, Jr.

Cedar Hill Cemetery

Cemeteries of Jacksonville, and others
Cemeteries of Mid Cherokee Co.
Cemeteries of NE Cherokee Co.
Cemeteries of NW Cherokee Co.

Cemeteries of Southern Cherokee Co.
Central Baptist Church

Chandler, Richard

Cherokee County Genealogical Society

Cherokee Co. Death Records, 1903-1945

Cherokee County Genealogical Society
Cherokee County Historical Commission
Cherokee County Judge

Cherokee County School Superintendent’s
Office

Cherokee Sanitarium

Chessher, Melvina

Chicago University

Childs, Marja

Childs, Minnie Pearl Latimore
Chioride of Zinc

Christie, J.M.

Chronister Lumber Compnay Mill

Church Book for Church of Christ at Salem
Edgefield Dist., SC.......

Church Book of Pleasant Grove Bapt. Church
Cherokee Co., TX Vol. 1

Church Book of Pleasant Grove Bapt. Church
Cherokee Co., TX Vol. II

INDEX

62-66,68,69

69

70
63,68,69

16
16,19

18
25,48,92,13
7
25,48,92,13
7
25,48,92,13
7
25,48,92,13
7
25,48,92,13
7

32

35

21
25,48,92,13
7
3,21,26,28,2
9,31,32,49,5
1,52,68,93,9
5_
97,137,138,
140,141
2,17,32

106

133
16,20
16
118
18
18
23
134
135
25,48,92,13
7
25,48,92,13
7
25,48,92,13
7

Church Book of Rocky Springs Missionary Bapt. 25,48,92,13

Ch., Cher.Co. TX......

Civics

7
120

145

Civil War Records of Cherokee Co., TX,
Vol. 1

Civil War Records of Cherokee Co., TX,
Vol. 11, Pensions

Claiborn,Thomas
Clark, J.E.

Clark, Caroline

Clark, James E.

Clark, John

Clark, L.G.

Clark, Richard
Cleaver, Shelley
Clemmons

Clifton, Robert E.
Cold Springs Methodist Church
Cold Springs School
Collidge, Mary
Collier, Margaret
Collier, William C.

Commissioners Court Minutes, No. 1,
Cherokee Co., TX

Conner

Construciton Work
Construction Class

Cornell University, New York
Cotton Belt Railroad

County Court Recoreds of Cherokee Coun-
ty, Texas 1867-1869

County Extension agent
County School Superintendent
Coupland, A.A.
CoVID-19

Coward, Ezekiel
Coward, James
Coward, John

Coward, William
Cowart, James D.
Cowart, Mary Elizabeth
Cravens, John N

Crawford, Helen Wooddell
Crawford, Isaac

Crawford, street

Crunk, John

Curriculum

Czech Republic, Prague
Dachau Concentration Camp

25,48,92,1
37
25,48,92,1
37
45-47
40
44
40,41,43
38,39,42
43,44
44
16,19
136
33
68
136
90
69,73
45
25,48,92,1
37
132
119
116
136
16

31-47
136
104,106
47
3,12
82
90
82
82,90
69,82,83
69
136

25,26,48,4
9,92,93,13
40,45
58
18
119,120
10,12
10



Dalby, J.R.

Dallas Morning News
Danes' Island
Daniel, Martha
Daniel, Peter

DAR

Davenport, Sara
Davis, G.W.

Davis, Jack

DE

de St. Julian, Pierre
DE, Kent Co.
Deal, Ann
Debating

Decherd, Samuel

Dement, R. H.

Dement, Robert H.
Dennenmubhor, Hans
Dennenmubhor, M
Dennenmubhor, Michael
Denney

Dennie

Denny

Department of Education
Dickinson, Viola

Dictionary of American Names
Dillaha, John G.

Dillard, Judge James E.
Division of Arts and Sciences
Dobson, W.P.

Dominick, A #1 (Damining)
Dominy, Andreas #2
Dominy, Daniel jsper
Dominy, Frederic, ( Domini)
Dominy, Gary

Dominy, Glen

Dominy, Henry

Dominy, William Alexander
DominyRichard

Dorsey, Jamie

Douthat, James L.

Dover, C.C.

Dover, L. H.

Dowling, Bobbie Berry
Doyle, William
Dortmind Elms Canal

INDEX
38 Dramatic club
16 Dramatics
15 Drawing
69-71 DRT
71 Dublin
32 Duke,J. W.
89 Duke, W.G.
33 Duke, William G.
34 Dunlap, Harriet
77,89 Dunlap, Lucinda
86 Durnermubhor, Jacob
77 Durst, Delilah
72 Durst, John
121 Earle, James
38 Earle, M. L.
35,36,38,40
Al Early Probates & Wills of Cherokee Co.
41,42 East Germany
88 East Jersey
76
88 Edmiston, Ida Lee D.
15 Ehrnst, Anna
15 Ehrnst, Anna Luken
1(1;1’ Ehrnst, Anna Mary
Ehrnst, Heinrich
18
15 Ehrnst, Henry
:ggsgj% El Camino Real de los Tejas Trail
T 99 Ellis, Ricahrd
43,44 Emancipation Proclamation
76 Emsburen (Emsland)
76 Emsland, Klosterholte
32 England
66 England, Cheshire
66 England, Devon, Colyton
69,76,77 England, Devonshire
62,69 England, Adington
66 English Rosin
16,17,19 Enlarge Faculty
1,2,14,15 Erwin, James
44 Etter, Richard
33,34 Expanded Curriculum
25,48,92,13 Extra Curricular Activities
7 Falvey Methodist Church
34,36-38 Family Trees at Ancestry.com

12
146
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111,112
121
119,120
32
18
37
43,44
46
38
38
88
134
134
126
16
25,48,92,1
37
10
87
25,48,92,1
37
13
7
7,11
3
3,6,7,12,13
,15
132
47
135
4
4,12
84,85,89-
91
89
84
84
91
23
122
45
134
122
121
63
13
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Farm Club
Farm Shop
Farmer, M.W.

Federal Census of Cherokee Co., 1870
Felt, Kim

Fence building

Ferris Farms

Findlay

Findley, D.S.

Findley, L.A.

First Presbyterian Church, Jacksonvile

First Recorded Minutes of the Dist. Ct. of
Cherokee Co., TX

First School

First World War

Fischer, Euphemia Margareta
Fischer, Gerhard Hermann
Fisk University

FL

Floyd, J.W.

Floyd, John

Flu Epidemic of 1919
Fonden, William Thompson
Fondre, John, Sr.
Fondren, Cynthia Ann E.
Fondren, J.

Fondren, John, Jr.
Fondren, William
Fondren, William Thompson
Ford, B.

Ford, W.

Forest Hill Plantation

Fox, D. D.

France, Brittany, Vitre
Francis, J.C.

Freancis, C.C.

Fred Douglas High School
Free Text Books

Freeney

Fuller, Dr. F.A.

Fuller, Mrs. Will

G.I. Bill

GA

GA, Augusta

GA, Clarke Co.

INDEX
116 GA, Green Co.
115 GA, Jackson Co.
38,44 GA, Jones Co.
25,48,92,1 GA, Laurens Co.
37 GA, Macon Co.
18,19 GA, Newton Co.
116 GA, Washington Co.
133,136 GA, Wilkinson Co.
134 Galangel root
133 Garner, Wyatt
133 Garrett, Wesley
25.48.9 Z,io Gay, Hiram Watson
37 Gay, James
105 Gay, John
3 Gay, Martha
411-13 General Order No. 13
13 George, August lke
136 George, Claire Belle Cates
68 German, Teglingen region
133 Germany
123 Germany, Berlin
20 Germany, Bremerhaven
79 Germany, Emsland region
78 Germany, Emsland, Klosterholte
69 Germany, Machtolsheim
37 Germany, Meppen
78 Germany, Munich
69 Germany, Munster
78 Germany, Niedersachsen, Emsland, Emsbdren
127 Germany, Niedersachsen, Emsland, Teglingen
127 Germany, Roth
134 Germany, Wuerttemberg
33 Gibson
86 Gibson
38 Gibson, Alford
41  Gibson, George
18 Gibson, J.M.
110 Gibson, Joseph T.
134,136 Gibson, Mrs. G. W.
20 Giffen, William
20 Giffin, Mill Ellen
68 Gillum, Mrs.
20 Gipson, Alfred
20 Girl Scouts of Tyler
83

Givens, E. L.
147

63
78
79
76,77
79
83
76
76
23
39,40
18
69,74,75
74
74
69
39
63
63-65,68
6
3,76
10,12
6,12
3,6
11,12
76,88
3,6,11,12
10,12
8
11
11
15
76
41-43
132
133
33
39-41,45,46
35,40
20
47
18
20
106
17
35,37



Glee Club
Glen, William B.
Glidewell, Dr.

Glidewell, five year old grandaughter

Goodson, Elizabeth

Goodson, Larkin
Goodwin, John W.
Gordon, Jack
Gossett, R. C.

Grand Central Station
Grange Hall School District $5
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INDEX
121 Harrison, Sam
38 Harrison, Wilson
18 Hart, Joanne
18 Hatchett, W.W.
33,34 Hathhorn, Turner
33,34,41,4 Hathhorn, Turner
3,47 Hauk, John
37 Health
133 Heck, Donald
35 Heck, Donald
58 Heck, Helen Marie
134 Heck, Joseph Henry

Grave Marker Index for Cherokee Co., TX 25,48,92,1

(2000)

37

Grave Marker Index for Cherokee Co., TX 25,48,92,1

Hemlen
Hemler
Hemler, John A.

(2000) CD ROM 37 Henderson, Anna
Green 135 Henderson, J.M.
Greenwood Hospital 20 Henderson, N.
Gregg 46 Henry, J.P.

132,134, Henry, Patrick
Griffin 136 Herdon, William
Griffin, Elizabeth 82
Griffin, General, the Commander of Texas 37,39 Hermes, Melva
Griffin, John 132 Herndon, William
Griffin,Sam 133 Hesse
Guin, James 43 Heuerleute
Guinn 134 Heuerteute
Guinniss Book of Records 18 Hicks, F. M.
Haberle 18 Hicks, Pheobia Odessa
Hackney, Miss A. 126 Hines, M.G.
Hambu 6
Hamil, William H. 37 Historical Markers of Cherokee Co.,'TX
Hamilton 134,135 ;Iz;t((:)}l;y of Cherokee County by Hattie L.
Hamilton, James a4 History of the Ferris Farm
Hamilton, Julia 44 History U.S.

) ry

Hamilton, Mary A. 44 Hitler, Adolf
Hanson, Rosa 135 Hobbs, Joshua
Hardaway, G.W. 43 Hoge (Hogue), William
Harddy, R,G. 41 Hoge, Margaret
Hardeway, G. W. 41 Hogg, John
Hardeway, Tommie 134 Holbert, John
Hardy, R.G. 37,4043 Holbert, Joshua
Hardy, W R, 41,43,44 Holcomb, Thomas
Harris, C. B. 35,37 Holland, Mrs.
Harrison 132 Holland, P.S.
Harrison, Dr. G.L. 101 HoIIand,, Prof.
Harrison, Edmond 132 Holsomb, T.

148
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106
132
18
41
43
45
41
120
1-3,8-10,12
3
11
11
39,40
41
41-43
124
41
41
41
33,35,37,38
39,40,45
26,49,93,13
8
46,47
6
12
6
35
63
37
25,48,92,13
7

104
136
120
10
43,44
87
73,87
35,38
40
33
37
125
125
133
37



TREE TALK VOLUME 48, Issue 4 Summer 2023

Holtin Mill

Home Economics

Hooper,

Hooper, Elnora

Hopkins, Sam

Hord, weston

Houston

Houston Astros Baseball Team
Howard, Bess

Howard, H.H.

Hoyt, Mrs. L.

Hoyt, Will
http://cherokeecountygenealogy.com/
index.htm
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