HM

il

EL

\
/

|
y

oAy B N
)
|

L
A
j

| Ry M. Wadlem s A
coows NTREY
) w EE B
Al _,,,--""'::.:Ff"'_'_‘_‘—-—— —_—l__“_t‘—-—— o] i.:_::’"- f_,
ff/"”f e
T

- 5
R
,f"’-f _,.ff

x"j .-"'/j

-

EEPII_’. 19549 =

(]
=i




ROY MOSES HATTON
by Mark C Hawron (Ape 12)
Bridge Cirr Junior High Student
March 8, 1960

New residents w Bridge City often ask why the elementary school is named “ROY M
HATTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.™ The following quoiation was written by Mr Bill Townes,
winner of @ contest (o name (he new elemeatary schoal in August, 1959,

“In selecting & name for the new clementary school, 1 feel that we have no choice but Roy M
Hatton.

“Roy M. Haton, a pioneer of Bridge City. has done more for the school than any other
person. Not only has he spent considerable lime on the school board, but also countless hours
on the school erounds with his tractos,

“1 feel that it would not only be an honor 1o Mr. Hatten, but 3 grester boaor for us to have
@ school named after a local man who has devoted his life to the high prinsiple of education ™

MNeow Twould like 10 el vou the story of this pood mean’s life

On June 15, 1893, Roy Moses Hatton was bom into a Family of five. His father was John
Moses Haion and his mother was the former Abigail Turner, He had two brothers, Frark and Edunr,
and a sister, Ethel, His birth place was near the present site of the Gulf States Power Plant, 3 miles
west of Bridge City. Two vears later another sister, Oypheia, joined the family. Then on December
1, 1897, his mother di=d. Roy was now four years old

After Mrs. Haiton died. Roy's father hired a housekeeper and murse named Amana
Sinzleton, who later became his wife  Amands Bved only fioar venrs, bur added two baby bovs, Clyde
and Truett, 1o the family.

Again, Mr. Harton hired a house keeper and nurse 1o tend to the motherless ehildren. This
time it wes 2 lady by the name of Sarah Jane Colbum of Crange $he. in due time, became the third
Mrs. Jotm Mises Harton Sarah Jane overflowed the mersery with Naomi, Ruby. Hazel, Toe, Helen,
and Alvin, This bronghe the number of children 1o thineer

As 4 fiving. Row"s father frmed and ranched. Mr. Hatton raised Pigs, grew nice, raised sumar
cane, mnd did high tnd farming From these things he got bacan, pork, rice, suger, syrup, com, and
severnl other erops. He bad his ewn mill where he made his sugar and syrup from SUEAT CANG

As might be experted, Roy had his share of the work. He had to feed the hogs, help harvest
erops. chop wood, and carry watsr from a nearby well.



At tha nge of so¢, Roy stared to Praide View Scheol, a school one mile wes of the presen:
Hatton Elemantary. The school had sroeen to eighteen studerts, which were taught by one teacher
These students” ages vared from s to aghteen, The teacher was Miss Allie Bland, who later
bevame County School Superintendant. Roy had 10 get 1w school by eicher walking, riding a horse,
ornding ina buggy. The school was two miles from Roy's house. Rov’s lunch consisted of smup,
hiscuits, @ saveet potatn, some kind of mest. milk, and sometimes o cookie or two. He usually carried
his lomch in & bucket

AL zeven years of aoe, Koy slartad Eving upstairs with the older boys. The oirls and vounger
bows stayed downstairs The steps 0 20 downsiairs were on e outside of the Touse. When the
boya got up at five o'clock, it was ofter very cold going down to breakfast.

A new gehool was built when Roy reached the ceventh grade, Thas school was located near
the old one and had incressed to thiny students, but still ondy one teacher.

Ry was one of the older boys and it was his responsibility to camy water in bugkets ffom &
nearhy spring. This was wsoally done durivs recess or lench,

Sometime duning these vears Rov started emiling st Lois Faulk. a new girl in the community.
Eack dey ar achool, Rov and a friend of bis wauld rce m saddle her horse for her

During the school year, Roy would often have to stay home 1o help harvest crops, or drive
attle. Chn these cattle dives. they would drive the oattle throush the morsh to the Meches River,
which they had to swinn, sear the present cily of Port Neches When they resched Port Arthur, they
wonld s2ll the eattle to buyers, who would then drive the eotile 10 Fort Worth or Abilene,

Whan Roy reached the eighth grade. he quit school 1o help around the farm. A vear later, he
left bome to work for Jesse T. Twrner. Roy helped Mr. Turner harvest his rise and maintain county
moeds. Inreturm, Mr. Tumar save bim room and board, M Tumer™s house and figlds were located
near the present site of Palm Ridge. While workding for Mr. Tumer, Rov eontinued to see Lois Fanolk,
On Janvary 22, 1913, they were marmed i Rev Fred Burton's hoose in Wintree Community, Ray
WEE ninetzen VeLrs ol

After they were Married, Roy and his seventeen vear old bride contivued w0 Jive on the fanm
of 1T, Turner. Roy planted his own rice crop and contiaued to work on county roads,

Now that Roy was marned, he decidad he needed more morey so. he went 1o work tor =
‘soida pop” company making a drink known & CTak-A-Pop” in Omange, Texas, Rov and Lois lived
in Orange for chree vears. During this ime they bad a taby oirl and named her Abbie Don for Hs
mother. He also brought a motorsyele that be rode to work on.

In 1917, Roy, Lois and the baly gisl moved beck 10 the old fmily bomestesd (near the
present Gulf States Flant). While Indng here, oy worked shifi work for the Texaco Ine. And saved



bis money 1o buy o car, o 1916 Chevy, Durmg this time, in 1919, they had = son, Roy Melvin Roy
meved his femily 10 the Texaco Pump Station in 1920, 1t was less then a mile from his Gamily
Eomesicad In 1922, snother son was added to the family. This child was named for Roy’s oldest

brother, Frank.

About this fime & new school was completed on & new site. Tt was also culled Praitie View
and corsisted of three rooms and ar suditoium. The mumber of teachers was raised 1o four Soon
after this school was built Roy Hetton was elected 1o the logal school board.  The buildings were
improved from fime to time until it was considered one of the most modem in the state. [t had
rurning water and modern plumbing.  According to the minutes of the County Board for the year
192430, Mizz Allie Bland. County School Supenintendent, reported that electnc lights and electnc

ceiling fims bad boen installed m Paiie Yiew School,

About ten yvears later, on April 14, 1956, Roy resigned from the local board in order to take
a place on the Orange County School Board. He served faithfully exactly twenty four years, On
Apel 14, 1960, Roy resigned and retited, He was replased by his okdest son, Roy Mdvin, who was
elected by the voters of Precinct 3

O Angust 2, 1941, the Praine View Schoel District and the Winfree School District, a small
sdjoining distriet, voted to consolidate, The new school district was named Bridge City School
District. Rov spent many hours helping 1o plan and work with this fast growing school and its
problems. In 1949, a new Bridgs City School was built on Highway 7. The old Bridge City School.
the former Prairie View building, was tom down, but the property was retzined by the school,

In 1959, a new elementary school was constructed on this property, the strest was named
West Round Bunch, Durmg the construetion penod, Nick's Pharmacy contacted the school board
askirg permission 1o sponsor @ contes! o name the new elementery school. The prize would be
8500 The schoal bosrd would seleet the name. The permission was pranteds and entry #190 was
chosen by unanimoeus vote of the school board.  The school would be named ROY M HATTON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ag supgested by Mr. Bill Towne:

Mr. and Mrs. Row Hatton cedebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary in their new home just
off West Round Bunch Read on January 22, 1963, They have beon an active pant of every thing
g0l 1n Brdge City Communicy for these 50 vears and I, also feel it is good that an elementary school
i3 named for my grandfnther,
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